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TENA E TE TARAIPIUNARA
MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

1.

This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 1536, a claim
by Dr Mary-Anne Tapu Baker and Te Kémara Robust on behalf of the
descendants of Maikuku and Huatakaroa, Kaiteke Te Kémara I, Te
Ruki Kawiti, Taura Kawiti Hongi Hika, Ngati Rahiri and Ngati Kawa
(Wai 1536).

On 23 December 2025, Phoenix Law filed an application for an urgent
hearing into the Crown’s acceptance of a mandate over Ngati Kuta ki
te Rawhiti.’

In Memorandum-Directions dated 2 February 2026, Kaiwhakawa
Matua Dr Caren Fox directed the Crown and any interested parties to
respond to the application for an urgent hearing by the extended
deadline of 6 March 2026.2

Counsel file this memorandum on behalf of Wai 1536 who seek to
participate in these proceedings as an interested party. The affidavit
of Dr Mary-Anne Baker dated 4 March 2026, is filed alongside this

memorandum.

Leave Sought for Interested Party Status

5.

Counsel submit that the Wai 1536 claimant have an interest above
that of the general public as set out in section 4A of the Commissions
of Inquiry Act 1908.

The urgency application concerns the Crown’s recognition of Te
Whakaaetanga Trust mandate to negotiate settlement of historical
Treaty claims. Tareha Kaiteke Te Kémara | (Te Kemara) is included
within the claimant definition of Ngati Kuta in the Te Whakaaetanga
Trust Deed of Mandate. Dr Mary-Anne Baker is a direct descendant
of Te Kémara | and the named claimant for Wai 1536, brought on
behalf of her tipuna and the two hapid. There has been no

engagement with Dr Baker or Ngati Kawa and Ngati Rahiri regarding

1 Wai 1307, #1.1(j).
2 Wai 1307, #2.23, at [7].



the representation of Te KEmara’s interests within the mandate.

The issues that are the subject of the application for urgency will

therefore directly affect the Wai 1536 claimants.

Therefore, counsel seek leave for the applicants to participate as an
interested party in these proceedings and seek leave to have a level
of involvement which includes filing submissions and evidence, if

necessary.

Dated: this 5™ day of March 2026
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