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Korero whakataki / Introduction

1.

This memorandum-directions:

(a) responds to a request to participate in the Mana Wahine (Wai 2700) kaupapa inquiry
as an interested party; and

(b) directs the Joint Research Committee (JRC) to file an update regarding all research
reports that remain outstanding.

He tono hunga e whai take ana/ Interested party request

2.

On 21 March 2025, | directed that any remaining requests to participate in the Mana
Wahine kaupapa inquiry were to be filed by 17 April 2025. | noted, however, that parties
may still seek interested party status in the inquiry following this deadline (Wai 2700,
#2.5.109).

On 31 October 2025, the Tribunal received a statement of claim by Maia Morrell-Wood
and Lucy Burrell on behalf of themselves and wahine Maori and Maori assigned female at
birth who live with, and experience, mate kirikdpl / endometriosis. This was subsequently
registered as Wai 3542, the Mana Wahine (Morrell-Wood and Burrell) claim (Wai 3542,
#1.1.1 & #2.1.1).

The statement of claim was accompanied by a memorandum of counsel seeking to
participate in the Mana Wahine kaupapa inquiry as an interested party. The claimants are
wahine Maori rangatahi who live with mate kirikopu / endometriosis, a chronic and
debilitating condition that causes inflammation, scarring, and significant pain, which can
impact daily life and fertility (Wai 2700, #3.2.65).

Counsel submit that Wai 3542 will bring a unique perspective to the inquiry, and the claim
falls within the scope of this inquiry and the Whakapapa / Whanau pou. Should interested
party status be granted, Wai 3542 seeks leave to file evidence and make submissions on
the issues concerning mate kirikdpl / endometriosis.

| am satisfied that Wai 3542 meets the requirements set out in section 4A of the
Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908 as having an interest in this inquiry apart from any
interest in common within the public. | accordingly grant the Mana Wahine (Morrell-Wood
and Burrell) (Wai 3542) claim interested party status in the Mana Wahine kaupapa inquiry.

Attached as Appendix A is an updated list of eligible claims and interested parties
participating in this inquiry.

Joint Research Committee update

8.

In a memorandum of counsel dated 6 October 2025, coordinating counsel, on behalf of
the Joint Research Committee (JRC), provided an update to the Tribunal regarding the
remedies report and the Pou Hine: Whai Rawa and Rangatiratanga reports. Coordinating
counsel advised that they anticipated the Rangatiratanga report would “be ready to file at
the close of the 2025 calendar year”, with the Whai Rawa report to “be developed along
similar timelines” (Wai 2700, #3.2.43 at [5] and [6]).

Further, coordinating counsel advised that there was no update regarding the progress of
the remedies report and that the development of a brief for the report will be assisted by
the claimant remedies wananga.



10.

11.

12.

13.

On 13 November 2025, Kahui Legal filed a memorandum of counsel on behalf of the Wai
381 claimants advising that the remedies wananga scheduled for 21 November 2025 at
the Tribunal offices was to be deferred until the new year (Wai 2700, #3.2.53).

The Tribunal did not receive the Rangatiratanga report or the Whai Rawa report before
the close of the 2025 calendar year, and the JRC has not filed an update informing the
Tribunal of the delay or the expected delivery.

Parties are reminded that evidence for hearings two and three (Rangatiratanga Pou
hearings) must be filed alongside the draft hearing plan by no later than 5 pm, Thursday
12 February 2026. | advise that should parties intend for the Pou Rangatiratanga report
to be heard within this inquiry, the report must be filed by this date. Summaries for reports
to be heard in hearings two and three are to be filed by no later than 5 pm, Friday 6 March
2026. Counsel are to ensure that all filed materials are in line with the hearing protocols
set down in previous memorandum-directions (Wai 2700, #2.6.14(a)).

Further, | remind parties of my intention to conclude the wider hearing phase of this inquiry
by December 2027. | reiterate that this means all evidence must be heard prior to this
deadline. To enable forward planning, | direct the JRC to provide the Tribunal with an
update regarding all reports yet to be filed by 5 pm, Thursday 12 February 2026.

Me tuku atu te Kairehita i tétehi kape o ténei whakahau ki éra ki te rarangi whakamohio mo
Wai 2700, te Mana Wahine Kaupapa Inquiry.

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to all those on the notification list for Wai 2700,
the Mana Wahine Kaupapa Inquiry.

WHAKAPUMAUTIA ki Te Whanganui a Tara i te 23 o te Hanuere i te tau 2026

Kaiwhakawa Sarah Reeves
Tumuaki Pakirehua
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