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May it please the Tribunal 

1. These submissions introduce the evidence of Huhana Lyndon for the 
Rangatiratanga Pou hearings in the Mana Wāhine Kaupapa Inquiry (Wai 
2700). Ms Lyndon’s evidence focuses on the structural denial of 
rangatiratanga experienced by wāhine Māori under Crown governance. 

2. The Rangatiratanga pou of the inquiry examines the ways in which Crown 
institutions and policies have undermined the authority, leadership and 
decision‑making capacity of wāhine Māori.  

3. Colonial constitutional systems progressively displaced these authority 
structures. As a result, wāhine Māori were structurally marginalised from 
decision‑making roles and from the exercise of tino rangatiratanga 
guaranteed under Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

4. A central focus of the claimant’s evidence concerns representation within 
local government. Current legislative frameworks, including the Local 
Electoral Act 2001 and the Local Government (Auckland Council) Act 2009, 
contain no effective mechanisms to ensure wāhine Māori representation in 
governing bodies.  

5. The Whangārei District Council example illustrates these barriers. Despite 
Māori comprising approximately 28 percent of the district population, 
wāhine Māori have not held elected positions on the governing body. 
Attempts to introduce Māori wards have faced political resistance and 
remain vulnerable to removal through referendum mechanisms. 

6. The Crown’s response to the Royal Commission on Auckland Governance 
similarly demonstrates the structural failure to ensure Māori representation.  

7. Ms Lyndon also describes the broader experiences of wāhine Māori within 
parliamentary life, including targeted harassment, heightened scrutiny and 
challenges to their legitimacy as leaders.  

8. The claimant submits that these systemic failures breach the Crown’s Treaty 
obligations of partnership, active protection and recognition of tino 
rangatiratanga. The prejudice arising includes the loss of wāhine Māori 
decision‑making authority, marginalisation of Māori perspectives in 
governance, and continuing structural discrimination. 

9. Structural remedies are therefore sought, including legislative 
transformation that recognises tino rangatiratanga within governance 
arrangements and guarantees wāhine Māori representation across local and 
central government institutions. 
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