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Summary Opening Submissions for Wai 1781 

1. This is a summary of the opening submissions filed on behalf of Wai 1781 a claim by

Tracy Hillier for an on behalf of Ngai Tamahaua Hapū (“the Claimants’).

2. Ngai Tamahaua is one of the six principal hapū of Te Whakatōhea. Ngai Tamahaua

trace their descent to their renowned wāhine Tapairu, Muriwai.  Ngai Tamahaua

concepts of mana wāhine as evidenced in the Tūāpapa phase are the starting point of

their claims in this Inquiry. The opening submissions set out Ngai  Tamahaua’s claims

in relation to all four pou of this inquiry and that the Crown’s undermining of hapū

rangatiratanga is a central tenant of these claims.

3. Regarding the Rangatiratanga Pou and the related SOI’s, the submissions assert: that

the voice of hapū is essential in this inquiry; that Te Tiriti assured the preservation of

hapū tino rangatiratanga; that tikanga in relation to mana wāhine is generated primarily

from within the hapū; the Tribunal has cautioned against Crown processes that override

hapū rangatiratanga; and the Crown has Te Tiriti obligations to incorporate and consider

hapū level leadership and decision making.

4. The evidence of Tracy Hillier speaks directly to these issues. For Ngai Tamahaua, mana

wāhine in grounded in hapū rangatiratanga and conversely hapū sovereignty is

grounded in mana wāhine. Ngai Tamahaua wāhine have always held decision making

and leadership roles in respect of their hapū and communities, including in leading out

initiatives and responses to gaps left by failing Crown systems. Wāhine exercise their

rangatiratanga and leadership without support or resourcing from the Crown. Crown

policies and practices privilege iwi-level or Crown created entities over hapū, which in

turn compromises the exercise of hapū rangatiratanga and excludes wāhine leadership.

Finally, in Ms Hillier’s view, structural barriers created by the Crown are the reason for

the stark underrepresentation of wāhine in central and local government.

5. Ngai Tamahaua seeks recommendations that not only address historical wrongs but re-

establish the foundations for Ngai Tamahaua and its wāhine to exercise their full rights,

roles, and rangatiratanga as guaranteed under Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Ngai Tamahaua

seeks remedies that are directed toward restoring the authority and wellbeing of the

hapū and its wāhine.
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DATED at this 9th day of March 2026 

 

 

 

______________________ 
R Clark/ B Walker 
Counsel for the Claimants 

 

 




