
 

IN THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL     Wai 2700 

    Wai 1673 

    Wai 1541 

    Wai 1917 

IN THE MATTER OF the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF the Mana Wāhine Kaupapa 

Inquiry 

BY Louisa Te Matekino Collier, and 

Rihari Richard Takuira 

Dargaville, on behalf of 

themselves, and Ngāti Kawau Iti 

Phoenix Law Ltd 

Phoenix Law Limited 

Barristers and Solicitors 

200 Willis Street 

PO Box 27400 

Wellington 6141 

Phone: (04) 384 1304 

Email: mason@phoenixlaw.expert  

And: thompson@phoenixlaw.expert  

Counsel Acting: Janet Mason & Lars Thompson 

OPENING SUBMISSIONS 

 6 March 2026 

Wai 2700, #3.3.19

mailto:mason@phoenixlaw.expert
mailto:thompson@phoenixlaw.expert
Heaven-Leigh Teofilo
New Stamp

Heaven-Leigh Teofilo
New Stamp

Heaven-Leigh Teofilo
Text Box
9 Mar 26



   

 

 

 

MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL:  

 

I:        The Claimants 

1. These Opening Submissions are filed on behalf of Lousia Te Matekino Collier, 

and Rihari Richard Takuira Dargaville, on behalf of themselves, and Ngāti Kawau 

iti (“the Claimants”). 

2. Ngāpuhi is the largest Iwi in New Zealand, and has occupied the mid-northern 

portion of the North Island from the time of its arrival from Hawaiki.  

3. Ngāpuhi-nui-tonu is an old cultural concept which originally comprised a 

collective of five Iwi members, namely, Ngāpuhi, Te Aupōuri, Te Rarawa, Ngāti 

Whātua and Ngāti Kahu.  

4. These opening submissions relate to the Rangatiratanga Pou of the Inquiry. 

II:        The Claimants’ Case 

5. In essence the Claimants say that the Crown has breached te Tiriti o Waitangi/the 

Treaty of Waitangi (“te Tiriti/the Treaty”) by:  

 

a. failing to recognise Māori wāhine’s status, their mana and Tino 

Rangatiratanga; 

b. failing to actively protect Māori wāhine’s mana and Tino 

Rangatiratanga, which involves their status and authority over their 

tamariki, their whanau, and their lands and other taonga;  

c. failing to provide educational services and leadership opportunities 

consistent with wāhine Māori’s status and mana; 

d. failing to protect and nuture wāhine Māori’s inherited matauranga, 

which has been handed down through the generations since time 

immemorial; 

e. imposing foreign regimes in relation to education, social services, 

health, and the care of children, which has caused wāhine Māori 

severe trauma; and 

f. failing to uphold the Partnership envisaged under te Tiriti/the Treaty; 

and 



   

 

 

 

g. failing to collaborate in a Tiriti/Treaty consistent manner with Māuri, 

including the Claimants and their constituents, in all decisions 

involving both wāhine Māori, and other members of Aotearoa’s 

society. 

 

III:        Evidence to be Presented  

6. The Claimants reply upon the evidence of the following witnesses, who have 

provided a Joint Brief of Evidence and intend to present at Hearing Week Three: 

a. Louisa Te Matekino Collier; and 

b. Rhonda Aorangi Kawiti. 1 

 

Louisa Te Matekino Collier and Rhonda Aorangi Kawiti.  

7. Ms Louisa Collier is a direct descendant of the great Ngāpuhi Chief, Hongi Hika, 

and is a well regarded Kuia of Ngāti Kauwau and Ngāpuhi whakapapa. 

8. She has spent her life advocating for the rights of wāhine Māori and holds a 

diploma in Māori Studies from te Wānanga o Aotearoa. I have held various 

positions in government throughout my life with respect to Māori Affairs. I am 

currently a trustee on a number of Māori Trusts.   

9. Ms Aorangi Kawiti has whakapapa connections across Ngāpuhi-nui-tonu, Ngāti 

Hine, Ngātiwai, Te Kapotai, and other hapū. I have lived my life immersed in te 

reo Māori and tikanga, and have supported kōhanga reo and kura kaupapa with 

my whānau. She holds a Masters degree in te reo Māori. 

10. Their evidence is relevant to the Inquiry’s Statement of Issues, including: 

a. the Crown’s obligations to protect wāhine Māori in the exercise of our 

tikanga and rangatiratanga; and 

b. Crown policy and actions in relation to wāhine Māori participation in the 

Crown mandate process and Treaty settlement negotiations. 

 

 
1 Joint Brief of Evidence of Louisa Te Matekino Collier and Rhonda Aorangi Kawiti, dated 12 February 2026.  



   

 

 

 

IV:         Redress 

11. The relief that the Claimants will seek is to be further elaborated upon in Closing 

Submissions.  

V:          Conclusion  

12. The evidence, presented on behalf of the Claimants, will establish that in breach 

of te Tiriti/the Treaty and its principles, the Crown has failed to conduct itself in 

good faith, and has not actively protected the Claimants, their wāhine, their hapū, 

iwi, whānau whānui, and whāngai in the exercise of their rangatiratanga. 

 

Dated 6 March 2026 

 

 

___________________                      ____________________ 

Janet Mason     Lars Thompson 

Counsel Acting    Counsel Acting 

 

 

 




