
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
Wai 3159 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

AND the Mana Wahine (Ngāi Tai and 
Ririwhenua hapū) claim 

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 

The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 3159 an amended statement of claim received on 2 
March 2026 and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   

This amendment seeks to further particularise the claim for Wai 3159, specifically in relation 
to the erosion of mana wahine in coastal whakapapa systems, the disruption of whānau 
structures through urban migration, traditional birthing practices and mātauranga wāhine, the 
individualisation and fragmentation of Ngāi Tai landholdings, structural economic inequity, the 
Crown failure to protect wāhine Māori as an economically vulnerable group, the role and 
knowledge of wāhine Māori in relation to moana and whenua, conservation and kaitiakitanga 
of wāhine Māori, the Crown failure to enable wāhine Māori control over their assets, wāhi tapu 
and urupā, and the gendered impacts of vesting and alienation from whenua.  

This amendment seeks to add further relief to the claim, including recommendations that the 
Crown: 

• enacts structural reform of child welfare systems;
• establishes Māori-designed whānau policy frameworks;
• resources kaupapa Māori whānau services;
• invests in kaupapa Māori birthing services;
• recognises mātauranga wāhine as taonga;
• provides equitable maternal health funding;
• adopts alternative economic wellbeing measures that account for unpaid labour and

collective contribution;
• establishes mandatory disaggregated gender-ethnicity economic monitoring and

reporting;
• enacts targeted pay equity and labour market reforms for wāhine Māori;
• dedicates economic development funds for wāhine Māori-led enterprises;
• establishes ongoing monitoring and accountability mechanisms;
• reforms welfare systems to support development rather than subsistence;
• provides targeted access-to-capital programmes;
• provides co-designed enterprise and employment pathways grounded in tikanga

Māori;
• establishes mechanisms for restoration and enhancement of wāhine Māori land

interests;
• reforms succession and governance frameworks to embed mana wāhine recognition;
• provides targeted land-based economic development initiatives for wāhine Māori;
• provides statutory recognition of mana wahine in environmental law, including express

acknowledgment of wāhine Māori authority in resource governance;
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• establishes mandatory co-governance and co-decision-making frameworks that
provide shared authority consistent with tino rangatiratanga;

• establishes a protected decision-making authority for wāhine Māori within
environmental institutions;

• provides dedicated resourcing to enable effective participation; and
• establishes monitoring and reporting mechanisms ensuring equitable representation.

The amendment is to be entered on Wai 3159, the Mana Wahine (Ngāi Tai and Ririwhenua 
hapū) claim, as document #1.1.1(b). 

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 
amendment to those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 3159, the Mana Wahine (Ngāi Tai and Ririwhenua hapū) claim; and
• Wai 2700, the Mana Wahine Kaupapa Inquiry.

DATED at Victoria, British Columbia, Canada this 20th day of March 2026 

Judge Sarah Reeves 
Presiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
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