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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

INTRODUCTION

We are Naomi Taylor and Sian Smith. We are the co-chairs of Te Poari o Te Kura
0 Nga Puna Waiora - Newtown School Board, sharing the responsibility of

presiding member.

I am Naomi Taylor from Ngati Kahungunu ki te Wairoa. I have been an elected

parent representative on the Board since October 2022.

I am Sian Smith of Ngai Tahu, Kati Mamoe, Waitaha and I have been a board
member since May 2025. I am one of the two co-opted Ngati Kotahitanga parent
representatives on the Board for Ngati Kotahitanga, the rumaki reo Maori based

at Te Kura o Nga Puna Waiora.

We file this statement in support of the application brought by Ripeka Lessels
and O’Sonia Hotereni for and on behalf of New Zealand Educational Institute

(NZEI) Te Riu Roa.

Our joint statement covers the following Issues in Her Honour’s Directions Wai

3553, #2.6.7(a).

Issue (a) — Did the Crown adequately inform itself of the risks to tamariki
Maori's Treaty interests before removing s 127(1)(d)?

Issue (¢) — What measures did the Crown take to ensure the Treaty interests of

tamariki Maori are upheld following removal?

Issue (d) — Has the Crown's unilateral removal been Treaty-compliant?

The 2020 Education and Training Act and what it enabled

6.

The clause in the 2020 legislation giving effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi enabled
greater accountability and action around Te Tiriti o Waitangi responsibilities,
long advocated for by whanau Maori at Te Kura o Nga Puna Waiora. Generations
of whanau in Ngati Kotahitanga have worked to ensure the school and its Board
understand their Te Tiriti responsibilities and how these impact better outcomes
for tamariki Maori. The 2020 legislation enabled a more intentional approach
from the Board and increased the momentum of this mahi. Importantly, it gave

rise to an active push from whanau Maori to be board members.



7. Before this legislative requirement, the only Maori representation on our Board
was a single co-opted role held for a parent representative from te whanau o Ngati
Kotahitanga. Following the introduction of the 2020 legislation and its mandate
for school boards to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi as a primary objective, the
decision was made to increase whanau Ngati Kotahitanga representation from

one to two roles, to work towards shifting the balance of equity.

8. With subsequent Board elections, a further two Maori whanau members were
successfully elected. Over a short period of time we went from one Maori voice

on the Board, to four.

9. In addition to this push for increased Maori voices on the Board, the 2020

legislation supported us to:

9.1 Create a Board portfolio for Te Tiriti o Waitangi and a subsequent
action plan

9.2 Hold workshops on Te Tiriti o Waitangi for board members

9.3 Increase use of tikanga in Board hui

9.4 Strengthen our relationship with Mana Whenua

9.5 Fund a second rumaki reo classroom

9.6 Develop a strategic plan that reflected our responsibilities to Te Tiriti o
Waitangi

9.7 Develop a co-governance framework for the Board.

10. During this time, our board members learnt that when we value and uphold Te

Tiriti, all cultures can feel seen, heard and respected.

11. For a community like ours, this is really important and affects how we operate as
a board today.
12. The foundations of our Te Tiriti mahi started well before the 2020 legislation was

introduced. But the legislation itself was critical in holding us accountable and
moving us forward in our constitutional responsibilities. As the Board, we
recognise the mahi we still have ahead of us to ensure all learners at our kura
achieve and succeed, as Tangata Whenua and Tangata Tiriti, in all of their

diversity.
The removal of the section 127(1)(d) board objective and its implications

13. The removal of section 127(1)(d) from the Education and Training Act was part
of a suite of government decisions that reflected an anti-Maori agenda. Prior to

its removal, te whanau o Ngati Kotahitanga, our rumaki reo, attempted to engage
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

with Minister Stanford in response to her decision to disestablish Resource

Teacher of Maori and Resource Teacher of Literacy roles.

In a letter to the Minister, supported by the Board and the wider school, Ngati
Kotahitanga raised concerns around inadequate consultation and a lack of
engagement with Maori medium educators and whanau, stating that this failed to
uphold the government’s Te Tiriti o Waitangi commitments. The letter also
explicitly reminded the Minister of section 127 school board objectives to give
effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. The letter was an invitation to engage directly with

a Maori education organisation. The Minister has never responded to the letter.
We attach a copy of the Letter we sent to the Minister as Exhibit “A”.

Section 127 was removed in the lead up to Te Ra o te Pahua, the day of
remembrance for Parihaka. For a kura that sits on the whenua and under the
kaitiakitanga of Te Ati Awa, the timing of its removal could not be seen in
isolation from the past. Its removal was yet another attack in the Crown’s long

history of colonisation.

On behalf of the Board, the members in our Te Tiriti o Waitangi portfolio wrote
a statement for our school community that emphasised how, for us, removing Te
Tiriti o Waitangi from legislation does not remove our responsibility to it as a

kura. In that statement we said:

The government’s removal of the requirement for school boards to uphold
Te Tiriti o Waitangi comes after their continued attempts to undermine our
constitution. We recognise the harm this deliberate minimisation,
disregard, and dismantling of Te Tiriti is causing whanau Mdaori. An attack

on whanau Mdori is an attack on all of us.

Removing Te Tiriti from legislation does not remove our responsibility or
the work that we are doing. Honouring Te Tiriti means decisions for or
about Maori are made by whanau Mdori. It means tikanga, matauranga,

reo and taonga Mdori are valued and shared with our tamariki.

Te Kura o Nga Puna Waiora | Newtown School will continue to strengthen
Te Tiriti o Waitangi, empowering tamariki of our kura through their

education and our community's commitment to each other.

A copy of that Statement “Removing Te Tiriti o Waitangi from Legislation does

not Remove our Responsibility” is attached as “Exhibit “B”.



19.

20.

Legislation can empower and enable. It can also restrict and block. In removing
section 127, the government takes away the protection given to us as a board to
ensure we live up to our Te Tiriti o Waitangi obligations. Without protection,
there is potential that resourcing and funding for Te Tiriti will be removed. It also
has the potential to slow our progress and actively erode hard fought equitable
outcomes for tamariki Maori. Whether they are learning in English medium or
Maori medium. Whether they are tangata whenua, living outside of their rohe, or
mana whenua, living on their tirangawaewae. Protecting Te Tiriti o Waitangi in

legislation protects their tino rangatiratanga and their mana motuhake.

Our kura signed Te Rarangi Rangatira — Schools that will continue to give effect
to Te Tiriti o Waitangi petition last November. We understand the total number

1s 1859 schools. Our school is listed at number 652.

Remedies

21.

22.

23.

We are deeply disappointed by the Government’s decision to remove the section
127(1)(d) school board objective to give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi. Further,
we are deeply concerned about the implications this has for kura and akonga

across Aotearoa.
In order to begin to heal the harm that has already occurred, we believe that

22.1 section 127(1)(d) needs to be reinstated immediately.

22.2 the Minister should make an apology to all kura and akonga impacted
by the decision for the harm caused.

22.3 the Government must increase resourcing for boards to meet their
obligations at (a reinstated) section 127(1)(d).

224 the Government must commit to genuinely listening to and engaging
with whanau Maori, on issues that impact akonga Maori.

Furthermore, we adopt and support all remedies sought by my NZEI colleagues

in their evidence filed in this proceeding, and endorse any further

recommendations, directions, or findings that the Tribunal considers appropriate

in the circumstances.

Naomi Taylor Sian Smith
24 March 2026
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