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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1. My name is Thomas Henry. I am Chair of the Ōtāhuhu Māori Wardens.  

 

2. I have many years of experience working with whānau, rangatahi, and 

schools in South Auckland.  

 

3. I give this evidence in response to the issues concerning the removal of 

section 127(1)(d) of the Education and Training Act and its effect on Te 

Tiriti obligations in school governance as well as  .  

 

SECTION 127(1)(D) OF THE EDUCATION AND TRAINING ACT 

 

4. In my experience, schools are important community institutions for Māori. 

They influence identity, belonging, and wellbeing. When schools recognise 

Te Tiriti and work in partnership with whānau, Māori students feel 

supported. When those protections are weakened, trust is reduced.  

 

5. My understanding is that section 127(1)(d) required school governance to 

recognise Te Tiriti obligations. This made it clear that Māori interests were 

not optional but part of how schools must operate. Removing that section 

risks making Te Tiriti a lesser consideration.  

 

6. I am concerned that this change may have occurred without proper 

consultation with Māori. If Māori were not fully involved, the Crown could 

not properly understand the risks to Māori interests. Those risks include 

weaker relationships between schools and whānau, and less 

accountability to Māori communities.  

 

7. I am not aware of any strong replacement measures that ensure Te Tiriti 

interests will still be upheld in the daily operation of schools. General 

statements are not the same as a clear legal requirement. 

 

8. In my view, removing section 127(1)(d) is inconsistent with the principles 

of Te Tiriti, including partnership, active protection, and equity. Māori 
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students already face disadvantage, and weakening Tiriti protections 

makes this worse.  

 

9. The prejudice to Māori is both symbolic and practical. It reduces the status 

of Te Tiriti in education and may lead to schools being less responsive to 

Māori language, culture, and identity.  

 

10. For communities like Ōtāhuhu, strong Tiriti commitments in schools are 

essential for the wellbeing of our tamariki and whānau. 

 

TE MAATAIAHO 

 

11. In my experience, what is taught in schools has a strong effect on how 

Māori young people see themselves and how others see them. When the 

curriculum gives proper recognition to Te Tiriti, te reo Māori, tikanga Māori, 

and Aotearoa history, Māori students feel that they belong. When this 

recognition is reduced, Māori students can feel that their identity is less 

valued.  

 

12. If the new curriculum framework reduces the role of Te Tiriti as a guiding 

principle, this risks changing the way schools approach Māori knowledge 

and culture. It may lead to te reo Māori, tikanga Māori, and mātauranga 

Māori being treated as optional rather than essential parts of education. 

 

13. I am also concerned that changes to how Aotearoa history is taught could 

weaken understanding of colonisation, Treaty obligations, and the 

experiences of Māori communities. This would affect both Māori and non-

Māori students.  

 

14. From a community perspective, the timeframe for consultation appears too 

short to allow meaningful input from Māori. Many whānau, kaumātua, and 

community groups need time to understand proposals and discuss them 

properly. Without enough time, consultation cannot be genuine. 

 

15. I am not in a position to comment on all details of the Crown’s engagement, 

but if Māori views were not fully heard, then the process is unlikely to meet 

the standards of partnership and good faith required by Te Tiriti. 
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16. In my view, the likely prejudice to Māori is that the curriculum may become 

less responsive to Māori language, culture, and history, which would 

weaken identity, confidence, and educational success for Māori students.  

 

17. Strong recognition of Te Tiriti in the curriculum is important for the 

wellbeing of our tamariki and the strength of our communities. 

 

SALE AND SUPPLY OF ALCOHOL ACT 2012 

 

18. I have many years of experience working with whānau, rangatahi, and the 

wider community in South Auckland, including dealing with the effects of 

alcohol harm. 

 

19. Māori Wardens regularly respond to situations involving intoxication, family 

harm, disorder, and young people being exposed to alcohol. We see 

firsthand the impact alcohol has on Māori communities.  

 

20. In my experience, laws work better for Māori when they clearly recognise 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi and require decision-makers to consider Māori 

wellbeing. When legislation includes Treaty provisions, there is stronger 

accountability to protect Māori interests and to work in partnership with 

Māori communities.  

 

21. The Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012 does not contain a Treaty clause. 

In my view, this weakens the ability of the Act to respond properly to the 

level of alcohol harm experienced by Māori.  

 

22. Because there is no Treaty provision, licensing decisions often focus on 

technical matters rather than the real impact on Māori communities. In 

areas like South Auckland, licences can be granted even where there is 

already significant harm. 

 

23. If the Act required decision-makers to give effect to Te Tiriti principles such 

as partnership, active protection, and equity, there would be stronger 

consideration of the effects of alcohol on Māori whānau. 

 



4 
 

24. In my view, the absence of a Treaty clause means the law does not give 

enough weight to Māori wellbeing, and this contributes to ongoing harm in 

our communities. 

 

25. I fear that the same thing will occur in the education sector with the removal 

of section 127(1)(d) of the Education and Training Act. 

 

 

 

Dated at Taamaki Makaurau this 24rd day of March 2026 

 

 

 

Thomas Henry 

 
 
 
 




