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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. On 26 March 2026, the Presiding Officer directed the Crown to file a list of

witnesses whom the Crown wishes to cross-examine.1 The direction

indicated this would assist the Tribunal with considering which witnesses

to put questions to at the upcoming hearing.

2. The Crown respectfully considers that the Tribunal is best placed to assess

the claimant/interested party witnesses it is necessary to hear from in the

limited time available, and those witness the Tribunal may, instead, choose

to question via written questions, if at all. Therefore, the Crown abides the

Tribunal’s decision on which witnesses to call to hear evidence from at the

hearing scheduled for 15 and 16 April.

3. Depending on the witnesses the Tribunal wishes to hear from, the Crown

can signal that it may seek (likely limited) time in the hearing timetable for

cross-examination. (The Crown has engaged with claimant counsel in

respect of the draft timetable, and anticipates the parties will continue

working together constructively on that.)

4. However, having reviewed the evidence, and in an attempt to assist the

Tribunal, the Crown respectfully notes that the Tribunal may wish to

consider putting questions to the following witnesses, who, in Crown

counsel’s view, can be taken to represent a broad cross-section of the

evidence filed by claimants and interested parties:

4.1 Ripeka Lessels (Wai 3553, #A12); 

4.2 Meredith Kennett (Wai 3553, #A36); 

4.3 Dr Raewyn Mahara (Wai 3553, #A31); 

4.4 Dr Tangiwai Rewi (Wai 3553, #A40); 

4.5 Alicia Poroa (Wai 3553, #A26); 

4.6 Heyward Kuka (Wai 3553, #A30); 

1 Direction communicated via email from the Registrar, 26 March 2026 at 1:29pm. 
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4.7 Watson Ohia (Wai 3553, #A29); 

4.8 Jane Jarman (Wai 3553, #A27); 

4.9 Bruce Jepsen & Therese Ford (Wai 3553, #A4); 

4.10 Leanne Otene (Wai 3553, #A20); 

4.11 Heemi McDonald (Wai 3553, #A21); 

4.12 Phillipa Tinning (Wai 3553, #A22). 
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