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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA 
MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 339, a claim by Dean 

Flavell and Miranda Horan on behalf of the Hiwarau C Trust (Claimants).  

2. In Memorandum-Directions dated 28 Noema 2025, his Honour, Judge 

Doogan, directed Counsel to file the following documents in relation to the 

evidence of Mr Harold Ruff:1 

a. the letter that was given to Mr Ruff from A.C. Lyall;  

b. materials relating to the Māori Appellate Court hearing proceedings, 

including the letter and the minutes; and  

c. the extract from Ōpōtiki minute book number 16, folio 32;  

d. as well as any other additional materials that Mr Ruff considers will 

assist the Tribunal in the Inquiry.  

3. In a Memorandum of Counsel dated 16 December 2025 Counsel filed:2 

a. the letter that was given to Mr Ruff from A.C. Lyall; 

b. the materials relating to the Māori Appellate Court hearing 

proceedings; and  

c. an extract from Ōpōtiki minute book number 16, folio 332, as Mr 

Ruff does not have on file Ōpōtiki minute book number 16, folio 

362.  

4. In the same Memorandum of Counsel, we Counsel sought leave to file any 

additional materials that Mr Ruff considers will assist the Tribunal in the 

Inquiry by Friday, 30 January 2026. The extension was sought in order to 

provide Counsel with time to meet with Mr Ruff in-person and go through 

his archival documents.3  

 
1 Wai 1750, #2.6.49 at [38]-[40].  
2 Wai 1705, #3.2.260 at [12].  
3 Wai 1750. #3.3.260 at [14].   
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5. Due to the State of Emergency for the Bay of Plenty issued on 21 January 

2026, Counsel were unable to travel to the Bay of Plenty to meet with Mr 

Ruff. Therefore, in a Memorandum of Counsel dated 28 January 2026, we 

sought additional leave to file Mr Ruff’s documents by Friday, 27 February 

2026.4  

6. Counsel have only been able to meet with Mr Ruff yesterday, at which time 

he provided over 1,000 pages of his archival documents for filing with the 

Tribunal. Counsel are now in the process of reviewing Mr Ruff’s documents, 

which involves ensuring relevance for the Inquiry, redacting private 

information and ensuring there is no duplication. Therefore, Counsel seek a 

short two-week extension to file these supplementary materials by Friday, 

13 March 2026.  

7. We submit that, since Mr Ruff has already given his oral evidence, there will 

be no prejudice to any party if the extension sought is granted. 

 

Dated at Te-Whanganui-a-Tara this 26th day of February 2026 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Dr B D Gilling, R M A Soriano and C B Fellowes  

Counsel for the Claimants  

 

 
4 Memorandum of Counsel (Wai 339), dated 28 January 2026, at [5].  




