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TĒNĀ, E TE TARAIPIUNARA 

1. This memorandum of coordinating counsel is filed in accordance 

with directions #2.6.24 dated 13 March 2026, coordinating 

counsel having sought permission to file submissions in addition 

to the claim specific response to be provided by counsel for Wai 

3382 in our memorandum dated 13 March.  

2. We wish to keep the focus of this exercise simple: the question is 

whether evidence from the Climate Change Commission assist 

the Tribunal to deal effectually with the matters before it.  

3. The claimants say that it will.  

4. Arguments about jurisdiction or the Commission’s status can be 

put to one side. Any issues go to weight can be addressed in 

closing.  

5. Coordinating claimant counsel confirm that claimants consider it 

would be of assistance for the Tribunal to hear evidence from the 

Climate Change Commission on relevant aspects of its work, 

including:  

a. the role and operation of Pou Herenga in supporting the 

Commission to fulfil its obligations under s 5M of the 

Climate Change Response Act (CCRA), including in 

relation to the Crown–Māori relationship, te ao Māori, 

and impacts on iwi and Māori; 

b. the Commission’s approach to consultation with Māori, 

whether through Pou Herenga or otherwise, in the 

preparation of its reports; 

c. The roles and responsibilities of the Ohu Iwi/Māori 

business group at the Commission and its relationship 
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with the Commission’s statutory obligations to Māori 

pursuant to ss 5M and 5N of the CCRA. 

6. A direction is therefore sought asking that the Commission 

evidence addressing these issues.  

7. The claimants are considering an application under cl 8(2) of sch 

2 of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 due to the limited time 

available until hearings conclude. However, given the 

Commission’s publicly stated willingness to assist where it holds 

relevant information not otherwise available to the Crown or 

claimants,1 it is hoped that this can be avoided.   

Dated: 27 March 2026 
 
 

 
 

 
    

Bryce Lyall  Michael Sharp  Tania Te Whenua  
Claimant Coordinating Counsel 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 Climate Change Commission “Waitangi Tribunal climate change priority inquiry (Wai 
3325): Request for evidence from the Commission” 
<https://www.climatecommission.govt.nz/news/waitangi-tribunal-climate-change-
priority-inquiry-wai-3325-request-for-evidence-from-the-commission>. 




