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Téna koe Ms Te Tua
Re: Wai 358 Submission on the Tliwharetoa Hapii Forum Mandate

Thank you for your submission email dated 4 September 2011. We note from your email
that you would like Wai claim 358 withdrawn from the Tawharetoa Hapti Forum (THF)
mandate as you have filed in August 2011 for an urgent hearing with the Waitangi Tribunal.

While you are awaiting the outcome of your Tribunal application, | thought it important to
clarify the Crown’s approach to comprehensive Treaty negotiations.

The Crown prefers to negotiate with large natural groups rather than individual hapt, whanau
or Wai claims. A large natural group is usually an iwi or a cluster of hapl with a significant
population and a large distinctive claim area. Negotiating with large natural groups is
efficient for both parties as it can reduce costs and overlapping claims issues. It also allows
the Crown to offer a wider range of redress within a settlement package.

The Crown also prefers to negotiate settlement of all of a claimant group's historical claims at
one time. This reduces the need for subsequent negotiations by assuring the settlement
reached is comprehensive.

Any settlement offer negotiated between the Crown and the THF will be for the settlement of
all historical claims of people who affiliate to and descend from Ngati Tawharetoa hapl (as
defined in the THF deed of mandate) which includes Ngati Rauhoto and Te Kapa o Te
Rangiita. This means that Wai 358 would be settled through a Ngati Tawharetoa
comprehensive settlement in so far as it is made on behalf of people who are Ngati
Tawharetoa.

The particular issues covered by Wai 358 can be pursued and addressed as part of
negotiations between the Crown and THF. | understand the THF Negotiation Manager, Gina
Rangi, has been in contact with you on this matter. We encourage further discussions on
how the issues arising from Wai 358 could be addressed through comprehensive settlement
negotiations between the THF and the Crown.

The Minister for Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations and the Minister of Maori Affairs will
consider the THF Deed of Mandate and submissions received and shortly decide on whether
they will recognise the THF mandate. The Office of Treaty Settlement (OTS) will inform you
of that decision once it has been made.
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It is worth noting that should the THF mandate be approved, it will be monitored and the THF
will be required to provide regular reports to OTS on the continued support for their mandate
and on consultation with the wider claimant community.

We appreciate you taking the time to bring your views to the attention of the Crown. OTS
representatives would be happy to meet with you should you wish to discuss your
submission further.

Naku noa, na

" Clinton Geeves™
Negotiations and Settlement Manager

CC: Gina Rangi, C/o Strettons and Co. PO Box 214 Taupo 3330





