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INTRODUCTION  

1. The Crown opens its submission by acknowledging the submissions and 

evidence filed on behalf of the claimants and interested parties, which have 

been prepared in very short timeframes. The Crown also wishes to 

recognise the work of the Tribunal members and staff in accommodating 

and preparing for this urgent Inquiry.  

2. Education is one of the most important functions performed by 

government. It is an area where the Crown understands it owes “significant 

and enduring” obligations arising from the Treaty of Waitangi.1 The Crown 

acknowledges that its failures to live up to its Treaty responsibilities in the 

past, and inequities in educational outcomes, mean it carries a heavy Treaty 

burden in this context. As the Crown’s evidence in this Inquiry illustrates, 

education is also an important priority for the Government, which has been 

undertaking a broad programme of reform in this area, in response to its 

perception that existing settings were not serving the needs of students 

and urgently needed to be updated.   

3. The Crown fully appreciates the significance of the subject matter of this 

Inquiry and intends to support the Tribunal in this kaupapa by participating 

in the Inquiry in a constructive manner. To that end, it has sought to provide 

the Tribunal with evidence from senior Te Tāhuhu o te Mātauranga | the 

Ministry of Education (MOE, or the Ministry) officials, including from Te 

Tumu Whakarae mō te Mātauranga | Secretary for Education and Chief 

Executive of MOE, and bundles of documentation relevant to the matters 

under inquiry. Further to that end, the Crown has also made factual 

acknowledgements, at an early stage, concerning consultation in the s 127 

reform processes.   

4. These opening submissions address: 

4.1 the scope of the Inquiry; 

4.2 the Crown’s evidence; and 

 
1  Brief of Evidence of Ellen MacGregor-Reid (Wai 3553, #A42) at [18].  
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4.3 the Crown’s approach in this Inquiry and key themes of its 

position. 

5. The Crown proceeds on the basis that it will, in due course, and as is 

customary, have the opportunity to file fuller written closing submissions.  

The closing submissions would address more comprehensively the issues 

the Tribunal has framed, in light of the evidence (from claimants, interested 

parties, and the Crown) as it emerges during the hearing, and the 

applicable Treaty principles and other legal and factual matters that are 

signalled, but not developed, below. 

Scope of the Inquiry  

6. Two streams of the Government’s education reforms are the subject of this 

Inquiry. They are the Crown policies: 

6.1 To amend s 127 of the Education and Training Act: This 

amendment has now reframed school boards’ “paramount 

objective” as ensuring that every student is able to attain their 

highest possible standard in education.2 Previous “primary 

objectives” and/or aspects of them have been recast as 

“supporting objectives”,3 but the objective for school boards to 

“give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi” has been removed from the 

amended provision. For convenience, Appendix 1 to these 

submissions contains a table with s 127 in the Education and 

Training Act as enacted, and as replaced on 19 November 2025, 

by section 8 of the Education and Training Amendment Act 

2025 (2025 No 65).4 

6.2 To update and refresh the New Zealand Curriculum | Te Mātaiaho 

(NZC): The Ministry has been working towards a full refresh of NZC 

since 2021. Since the change of Government in 2023, the Ministry 

has continued this work, following adjustments agreed to by the 

 
2  Education and Training Act 2020, s 127(1). 
3  Education and Training Act 2020, s 127(2). 
4  However, as these submissions go on to note, the meaning of s 127 cannot be ascertained in isolation 

from the rest of the Education and Training Act 2020; a purposive approach, having regard to text and 
context, is required: Legislation Act 2019, s 10.  
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Minister of Education. The Ministry is now working towards a 

framework for a “knowledge-rich” updated curriculum, to be 

implemented from the beginning of 2027. This framework, along 

with much of the curriculum content, remains in draft and subject 

to consultation.  

7. The final issues for this Inquiry have been determined by the Tribunal to be, 

with respect to the amendments to s 127:5 

a) What was the purpose and effect of section 127(1)(d) in the Education 
and Training Act 2020, and how did it operate to recognise and provide 
for te Tiriti o Waitangi (te Tiriti) obligations within school governance? 
 

b) In the absence of consultation with Māori on removing section 127(1)(d), 
did the Crown adequately inform itself of potential risks, if any, to te Tiriti 
interests of Māori created by removing the section? 

 
c) Was official advice on this matter consistent when Parliament passed both 

the Education and Training Act 2020 and its 2025 amendments? 
 
d) In removing section 127(1)(d), what, if any, measures did the Crown take 

to ensure te Tiriti interests of Māori are upheld in the daily operations of 
schools? 

 
e) To what extent, if at all, was the removal of section 127(1)(d), including 

the process followed by the Crown to remove the section, inconsistent 
with the principles of te Tiriti? 

 
f) What prejudice, if any, arises for Māori as a result of the removal of 

section 127(d)? 
 

8. And, with respect to the New Zealand Curriculum – Te Mātaiaho: 

g) In what ways will the proposed curriculum framework and learning areas 
change the significance of te Tiriti as a foundational or directive principle 
in schools? 
 

i. More specifically, in what ways will the proposed curriculum 
framework and learning areas change the way te reo Māori, 
tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and Aotearoa histories are 
taught? 
 

h) Does the timeframe for the public submissions process to provide 
feedback on the draft curriculum allow for any meaningful change to be 
implemented in relation to the final curriculum? If not, why not? 
 

 
5  Wai 3553, #2.5.7(a).  
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i) Has the Crown’s engagement with Māori over the changes to the 
curriculum, including via the Māori Education Ministerial Advisory Group, 
been te Tiriti-compliant? 

 
j) What prejudice, if any, arises for Māori as a result of the proposed 

curriculum changes?  
 

9. At this stage, the Crown makes three preliminary comments about the 

scope of the Inquiry.  

10. First, in the Crown’s submission, an urgent inquiry cannot review the 

entirety of the Crown’s compliance with its Te Tiriti | Treaty obligations in 

relation to education generally, and the Tribunal has not set an inquiry with 

terms anywhere near that broad. However, the two Crown policies that are 

the subject of the Inquiry, and the Crown’s performance of its Te Tiriti | 

Treaty obligations in respect of each, must be seen in their proper context, 

including the broader legislative context provided by the Education and 

Training Act 2020 as a whole, the aims the reforms intend to achieve, and 

the rationale for the system design decisions taken to do so. As set out 

below, the Crown’s evidence will address these matters.  

11. Secondly, and relatedly, broader topics within the rubric of education, that 

are beyond, but adjacent to the matters the subject of this Inquiry, can 

properly be addressed within the Education Services and Outcomes 

Kaupapa Inquiry, under a procedure and timeframes that are responsive to 

the scope and significance of those issues.  

12. Thirdly, the Crown will respectfully say that the terms of coalition 

agreements, which foreshadow the reforms the Tribunal is inquiring into, 

are not, in and of themselves, Crown policies or Crown actions. Of course, 

the Crown acknowledges the Tribunal can inquire into the Crown’s policy 

processes that have ultimately emerged from the relevant coalition 

commitments (as opposed to inquiring into the commitments themselves, 

and the circumstances of their being made). However, the salient point for 

present purposes is that the Crown is not able to, and its witnesses cannot, 

comment on the purpose or intent of political agreements, both because 

that is outside its knowledge and because for its witnesses to attempt to 
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do so would be a breach of the Public Service obligation of political 

neutrality.  

CROWN EVIDENCE 

13. The Crown has filed three briefs of evidence from senior Ministry of 

Education officials. These witnesses will be heard at the hearing on 15-16 

April 2026.  

14. The evidence of Ms MacGregor-Reid, Te Tumu Whakarae mō te 

Mātauranga | Secretary for Education and Chief Executive of the Ministry, 

provides the context of the Ministry’s stewardship role and system-level 

settings.6 In particular, her evidence addresses: 

14.1 the structure of the education system;  

14.2 how the Ministry, as part of the Crown, understands and 

undertakes meeting its Treaty responsibilities in education;  

14.3 the curriculum regulatory system for state and state-integrated 

schools; 

14.4 the relationship between Ministers and the public service; and  

14.5 section 127 of the Education and Training Act 2020.  

15. Ms MacGregor-Reid also addresses the key themes driving the current 

reform programme.  

16. Mr Andrew Jackson is Hautū – Te Pou Kaupapahere | Deputy Secretary - 

Policy at the Ministry. His evidence focuses on the history, regulation, 

guidance and amendments surrounding school boards. In particular, 

Mr Jackson’s evidence will touch on:7  

 
6  See Brief of Evidence of Ellen McGregor-Reid (Wai 3553, #A42).  
7  See Brief of Evidence of Andy Jackson (Wai 3553, #A43).  
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16.1 the history of school board responsibilities and regulation under 

the Education and Training Act, including a discussion of the recent 

amendments to s 127; 

16.2 post-amendment guidance provided to schools and school boards; 

and  

16.3 schools’ responsibility for Māori students in their daily operations. 

17. Pauline Cleaver, Acting Hautū | Deputy Secretary of Te Poutāhū | 

Curriculum Centre at the Ministry, addresses the National Curriculum, with 

a focus on the proposed draft of the New Zealand Curriculum (Te 

Mātaiaho).8 Ms Cleaver distinguishes between different iterations of 

curriculum reform, and will explain:  

17.1 the background, scope and purpose of the current curriculum 

updates, and the emphasis on the knowledge-rich curriculum 

designed to promote equity and ensure access to key knowledge 

for all students;  

17.2 the curriculum design approaches underpinning different 

iterations of the NZC, as well as how different iterations and 

different design approaches are relevant to the teaching of te reo 

Māori, tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori and Aotearoa histories; 

and 

17.3 the engagement that has occurred in the curriculum reforms to 

date, and continues to occur, in respect of the most recent 

changes to the NZC and the process for finalising the draft content 

currently being consulted on.  

18. To assist the Tribunal, two chronologies of key decisions associated with the 

completed s 127 reform, and the ongoing curriculum reform, are annexed 

to these opening submissions, at Appendix B and Appendix C, respectively.  

 
8  See Brief of Evidence of Pauline Cleaver (Wai 3553, #A44). 
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THE CROWN’S APPROACH IN THIS INQUIRY, AND KEY THEMES OF ITS POSITION 
ON THE ISSUES 

19. The Crown’s primary aim in this Inquiry is to assist the Tribunal in this 

important kaupapa; the Crown recognises the critical role that the Tribunal 

has in our constitutional arrangements. 

20. In respect of the issues the Tribunal has identified relating to s 127 of the 

Education and Training Act, the Crown has already acknowledged that 

there was no consultation with Māori before the Crown promoted the 

amendment that removed reference to the obligation on school boards to 

ensure that schools ‘give effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi’. The Crown does not 

resile from those factual acknowledgements.  

21. In terms of the substance of this amendment, the Crown’s position is that 

it recognises that school boards, as Crown entities, are not part of the ‘core’ 

Crown, and do not owe Treaty duties; it is the Crown as Treaty partner that 

owes these duties. The amendments to s 127 were intended to reflect 

where Treaty responsibility properly lies in the area of education. The 

Crown’s evidence will be that they did not aim to dilute the Crown’s Treaty 

obligations in this area in any way.  

22. Further, the amendments were not intended to downplay the obligations 

of schools in respect of achieving equitable outcomes for Māori students; 

te reo Māori, or the role of tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and te ao 

Māori in the education system. These remain fundamental goals and 

components of the education system, which is clear when the Education 

and Training act 2020 is read as a whole, including alongside the National 

Curriculum (both the NZC and Te Marautanga o Aotearoa (TMoA) 

pathways) and the resources the Ministry provides to support its 

implementation in schools. In this sense, the s 127 amendments can fairly 

be seen as underscoring this, by asking school boards to focus on the 

following:  

22.1 seeking to achieve equitable outcomes for Māori students; and 



8 

10153376 

22.2 taking all reasonable steps to provide for students to be taught, 

and to learn, in te reo Māori on request of their parents or 

immediate caregivers; and 

22.3 taking reasonable steps to ensure that the policies and practices 

for the school reflect New Zealand’s cultural diversity. 

23. The Crown understands the concerns voiced in respect of the s 127 

amendments. Counsel can signal that, in response to these concerns, 

officials intend to explore, as part of the Post-Implementation Review of 

the section 127 changes or other workstreams, whether further formal 

communication with school boards about the intention underpinning the 

s 127 amendments would be of assistance, to emphasise the points made 

in the preceding paragraphs.   

24. In terms of the second Crown policy, concerning the NZC, two themes will 

emerge from the Crown’s evidence.  

25. The first is that the proposed curriculum framework is not designed to be 

a step backwards from any previous iteration of the curriculum, whether in 

force or in draft, in terms of its commitment to teaching te reo Māori, 

tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and Aotearoa histories in English 

medium education.  

26. The proposed framework reflects different curriculum design choices. In 

particular, it sets clear and detailed expectations for what all students 

should be taught and the quality of teaching and assessment in school. This 

aims to reduce variability and inconsistency in the knowledge, skills and 

understandings students have access to, and the progress they make. By 

providing more direction on these matters, designed with input from 

internal Ministry and external education leaders, the proposed knowledge-

rich curriculum aims to enhance equitable outcomes. In relation to the 

teaching te reo Māori, tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and Aotearoa 

histories, it is intended to provide all students with a consistent body of 

knowledge and skills, with schools continuing to draw on local knowledge 

and contexts to enhance teaching and learning. Schools will also continue 
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to decide the level of te reo Māori they teach beyond the proposed 

minimum expectation. 

27. The Crown’s essential submission will be that this rebalancing of local 

flexibility and national consistency in curriculum design is one that was 

open to the Crown, given evidence that New Zealand has one of the largest 

gaps between the highest and lowest-scoring students, which has not 

improved over time.  

28. Secondly, the Crown emphasises that the curriculum redesign project is 

ongoing; the framework for the NZC, and the bulk of the content, is in draft 

and is subject to a period of consultation. The Crown’s evidence will be that 

these consultation opportunities are meaningful. The Crown’s policy 

papers illustrate that the Crown is cognisant of the importance of 

addressing Māori interests in the reform of the curriculum framework, and 

there remains a credible and realistic prospect of change in response to 

feedback received. The Minister has also engaged a Māori Education 

Ministerial Advisory Group, which is providing advice to the Minister 

specifically in relation to the implementation of the Māori Education Action 

Plan, including as it relates to issues of curriculum and assessment. Further, 

Māori will have opportunities for input into the curriculum during the 

course of the consultation period and as changes in response to feedback 

are finalised. That said, the Ministry remains open and willing to listen to 

concerns expressed by claimants and to Tribunal analysis regarding how 

future consultation in respect of the curriculum can be more effective.  

7 April 2026 

 

J Watson / T Garimella / L Ewing 
Counsel for the Crown 
 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel
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APPENDIX A – COMPARISON OF S 127 AS ENACTED IN 2020 VS FOLLOWING 2025 
AMENDMENTS 

Section 127, 2020-2025 Section 127, as currently in force 

127 Objectives of boards in governing 
schools  
 
(1) A board’s primary objectives in 
governing a school are to ensure that—  

(a) every student at the school is 
able to attain their highest 
possible standard in educational 
achievement; and  
(b) the school—  

(i) is a physically and 
emotionally safe place for 
all students and staff; and  
(ii) gives effect to relevant 
student rights set out in this 
Act, the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990, and the 
Human Rights Act 1993; and 
(iii) takes all reasonable 
steps to eliminate racism, 
stigma, bullying, and any 
other forms of 
discrimination within the 
school; and  

(c) the school is inclusive of, and 
caters for, students with differing 
needs; and  
(d) the school gives effect to Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi, including by—  

(i) working to ensure that its 
plans, policies, and local 
curriculum reflect local 
tikanga Māori, mātauranga 
Māori, and te ao Māori; and 
(ii) taking all reasonable 
steps to make instruction 
available in tikanga Māori 
and te reo Māori; and  
(iii) achieving equitable 
outcomes for Māori 
students.  

(2) To meet the primary objectives, the 
board must—  

(a) have particular regard to the 
statement of national education 

127 Paramount objective of boards in 
governing schools  
 
(1) A board’s paramount objective in 
governing a school is to ensure that 
every student at the school is able to 
attain their highest possible standard in 
educational achievement.  
 
(2) To meet the paramount objective, 
the board must meet the following 
supporting objectives:  
 

(a) to give effect to its obligation 
to take all reasonable steps to 
ensure that the school’s students 
attend the school when it is open:  

 
(b) to ensure that the school uses 
good quality assessment and 
aromatawai information to 
monitor and evaluate students’ 
progress and achievement, 
including any assessment or 
aromatawai specified in a 
foundation curriculum policy 
statement:  

 
(c) to ensure that the school—  

(i) is a physically and 
emotionally safe place for 
all students and staff; and  
(ii) gives effect to relevant 
student rights set out in this 
Act, the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990, and the 
Human Rights Act 1993; and  
(iii) takes all reasonable 
steps to eliminate racism, 
stigma, bullying, and any 
other forms of 
discrimination within the 
school:  

(d) to ensure that the school is 
inclusive of, and caters for, 
students with differing needs:  
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Section 127, 2020-2025 Section 127, as currently in force 

and learning priorities issued 
under section 5; and  
(b) give effect to its obligations in 
relation to—  

(i) any foundation 
curriculum statements, 
national curriculum 
statements, and national 
performance measures; and  
(ii) teaching and learning 
programmes; and  
(iii) monitoring and 
reporting students’ 
progress; and  

(c) perform its functions and 
exercise its powers in a way that is 
financially responsible; and  
(d) if the school is a member of a 
community of learning that has a 
community of learning agreement 
under clause 2 of Schedule 5, 
comply with its obligations under 
the agreement; and  
(e) comply with all of its other 
obligations under this or any 
other Act. 

(e) to ensure that it—  
(i) seeks to achieve 
equitable outcomes for 
Māori students; and 
(ii) takes all reasonable 
steps to provide for 
students to be taught, and 
to learn, in te reo Māori on 
request of their parents or 
immediate caregivers; and  
(iii) takes reasonable steps 
to ensure that the policies 
and practices for the school 
reflect New Zealand’s 
cultural diversity:  

(f) to give effect to its obligations 
in relation to—  

(i) any foundation 
curriculum statements, 
national curriculum 
statements, and national 
performance measures; and  
(ii) teaching and learning 
programmes; and  
(iii) monitoring and 
reporting students’ 
progress:  

(g) to perform its functions and 
exercise its powers in a way that is 
financially responsible:  
(h) if the school is a member of a 
community of learning that has a 
community of learning agreement 
under clause 2 of Schedule 5, to 
comply with its obligations under 
the agreement:  
(i) to comply with all of its other 
obligations under this or any 
other legislation.  

(3) In this section,—  
paramount objective means the 
highest-priority objective supporting 
objective means an objective that is 
essential and supports the paramount 
objective 
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APPENDIX B: TIMELINE OF KEY CROWN POLICY DOCUMENTS FOR THE 
AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 127 OF THE 2020 ACT 

Date Event 

13 May 2024 The Ministry of Education advised the Ministry of Education 
on mechanisms to embed her priorities into the education 
sector.9 

7 June 2024 The Ministry of Education advised the Minister of Education 
on options for amendments to s 127.10 

3 July 2024 The Minister of Education agreed for the Ministry of 
Education to progress a draft Cabinet paper which sought 
Cabinet’s approval to consult on amendments to the 
strategic framework and obligations for school boards.11 

26 August 2024 Cabinet confirmed12 SOU’s decision of 21 August 2024, after 
SOU considered a revised version of the Cabinet paper 
“Clarifying Obligations and Strategic Priorities for School 
Boards: Release of Consultation Document”. Cabinet agreed, 
among other things, to consult publicly on proposals to 
amend s 127, and that s 127(1)(d) will be considered for 
inclusion as part of the Government’s broader Treaty clause 
review. 

1 November 2024 The Ministry of Education reported to the Minister of 
Education, summarising the submissions received during 
public consultation on the proposed amendments to s 127.13  

13 November 2024 The Minister of Education agreed to the Ministry of 
Education and her Office beginning departmental and 
ministerial consultation on the draft Cabinet Paper “Policy 
approvals for amendments to school board priorities”.14 

9 December 2024 Cabinet agreed to amend s 127 to make educational 
achievement the only primary objective for school boards, 
and among other things, shift the requirement that schools  
achieve equitable outcomes for Māori students to the 
substantive part of the objective relating to Te Tiriti o 

 
9  Ministry of Education Embedding the Ministers schooling priorities (13 May 2024) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), 

tab 1, from p 1). 
10  Ministry of Education Advice on amendments to section 127 of the Education and Training Act (7 June 

2024) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 2, from p 11). 
11  Ministry of Education Seeking approval to consult on section 127 amendments and removing the NELP 

in ETAB No 2 (24 June 2024) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 3, from p 29). 
12  Cabinet Paper: Consultation on proposals to clarify obligations and strategic priorities for school boards 

(Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 6, from p 40): 36 - Consultation on proposals to clarify 
obligations_Redacted.pdf); Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee Minute SOU-24-MIN-0088, considered 
31 July 2024 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 4, from p 36); Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee Minute: SOU-
24-MIN-0101, considered 21 August 2024 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 5, from p 37); Cabinet Minute CAB-
24-MIN-0314, considered 26 August 2024 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 7, from p 60). 

13  Ministry of Education Report: Summary of submissions on proposed amendments to school board 
objectives, 1 November 2024: Ministry of Education Summary of submissions on proposed amendments 
to school board objectives (1 November 2024) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 8, from p 61). 

14  Ministry of Education Report: Cabinet paper – Policy approvals for amendments to school board 
priorities, 8 November 2024: Ministry of Education Cabinet paper Policy approvals amendments to 
school board priorities (8 November 2024) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 9, from p 73). 

https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-11/1323260%20Embedding%20the%20Ministers%20schooling%20priorities_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=zVM7D56l7I4GdERUlcHvyOTiCMhDLs99
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-11/1327914%20-%20RPT%20-%20Advice%20on%20amendments%20to%20section%20127_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=IQUSQmqRrFynrtpycXjezN.ZGn9s3c5j
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-11/1327914%20-%20RPT%20-%20Advice%20on%20amendments%20to%20section%20127_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=IQUSQmqRrFynrtpycXjezN.ZGn9s3c5j
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-01/1330021%20Seeking%20approval%20to%20consult%20on%20S127%20amendments%20and%20removing%20the%20NELP%20in%20ETAB2_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=nS9YaGDn8Ky0467SOPk7P5qtFr54NxET
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-01/1330021%20Seeking%20approval%20to%20consult%20on%20S127%20amendments%20and%20removing%20the%20NELP%20in%20ETAB2_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=nS9YaGDn8Ky0467SOPk7P5qtFr54NxET
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-11/36%20-%20Consultation%20on%20proposals%20to%20clarify%20obligations_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=.qsgRhxSt7kE5sFqReCgncOW01DjA3dv
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-11/36%20-%20Consultation%20on%20proposals%20to%20clarify%20obligations_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=.qsgRhxSt7kE5sFqReCgncOW01DjA3dv
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1338951%20-%20%20Summary%20of%20submissions%20on%20proposed%20amendments%20to%20school%20board%20objectives.pdf?VersionId=BI5YvGn1.lLwy3fy.cZQHDXxe6UNAYhN
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1338951%20-%20%20Summary%20of%20submissions%20on%20proposed%20amendments%20to%20school%20board%20objectives.pdf?VersionId=BI5YvGn1.lLwy3fy.cZQHDXxe6UNAYhN
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1339518%20-%20%20Cabinet%20paper%20Policy%20approvals%20amendments%20to%20school%20board%20priorities.pdf?VersionId=dAtvU_eOkWRcNaJlFTkLDf6j.7s58k_g
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1339518%20-%20%20Cabinet%20paper%20Policy%20approvals%20amendments%20to%20school%20board%20priorities.pdf?VersionId=dAtvU_eOkWRcNaJlFTkLDf6j.7s58k_g
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Date Event 

Waitangi.15 Cabinet directed officials to explore the 
implications of strengthening the reference to educational 
achievement from the “primary” objective to instead the 
“paramount” objective.  

21 January 2025 The Minister of Education agreed to define educational 
achievement as the “paramount” objective, with 
“paramount” defined as the highest priority objective while 
the other objectives remain essential supporting 
objectives.16 

16 February 2025 The Minister of Education agreed for the Ministry of 
Education to consult other agencies on the draft LEG Cabinet 
paper “Approval to Introduce the Education and Training 
Amendment Bill (No 2)”.17 

10 March 2025 The Ministry of Education reported to the Minister of 
Education, summarising ministerial and agency feedback on 
the draft LEG Cabinet paper “Approval to Introduce the 
Education and Training Amendment Bill (No 2)”.18 

24 March 2025 The Minister of Education wrote to the Minister of Justice, 
seeking his confirmation that s 127(1)(d) was included within 
the scope of the Treaty clause review.19 

27 March 2025 The Minister of Justice confirmed for the Minister of 
Education that s 127(1)(d) was included within the scope of 
the Treaty clause review.20 

7 April 2025 Cabinet confirmed21 the Cabinet Legislation Committee 
decision of 3 April 2025. Cabinet approved the Education and 
Training Amendment Bill (No 2) for introduction. 

 
15  Cabinet Paper: Policy approvals for amendments to school board priorities (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 14, 

from p 112): 53. Amendments to School Board Priorities_Redacted.pdf.; Cabinet Social Outcomes 
Committee SOU-24-MIN-0153, considered 4 December 2024 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 11, from p 97); 
Cabinet Minute CAB-24-MIN-0493.01, considered 9 December 2024 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 13, from 
p 110) 

16  Ministry of Education Report: Strengthening school boards’ primary governance objective, 
21 January 2025 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 15, from p 113): Ministry of Education Strengthening school 
boards primary governance objective (21 January 2025). 

17  Ministry of Education Report: Approval to consult on the draft Cabinet LEG paper for ETAB 2, 14 February 
2025 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 16, from p 123): Ministry of Education Approval to consult on the draft 
Cabinet LEG paper for ETAB 2 (14 February 2025). 

18  Ministry of Education Report: Feedback on the draft Cabinet paper ‘Approval to Introduce the Education 
and Training Amendment Bill (No 2)’, 10 March 2025 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 17, from p 127): Ministry 
of Education Feedback on the draft Cabinet paper 'Approval to introduce the Education and Training 
Amendment Bill (No 2)' (10 March 2025).  

19  Letter from Hon Erica Stanford to Hon Paul Goldsmith (24 March 2025) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 18, from 
p 143). 

20  Letter from Hon Paul Goldsmith to Hon Erica Stanford (27 March 2025) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 18, from 
p 134). 

21  Cabinet Paper: Approval to Introduce the Education and Training Amendment Bill (No 2), considered 
7 April 2025 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 21, from p 140): 68 ETAB 2.pdf; Cabinet Legislation Committee 
Minute LEG-25-MIN-0043, considered 3 April 2025 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 01, from p 137); Cabinet 
Minute CAB-25-MIN-0106, considered 7 April 2025 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 22, from p 152). 

https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/53.%20Amendments%20to%20School%20Board%20Priorities_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=RBSmFDy9EVJTfQHYiTVz_4S.UcVS6KC2
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1341665%20-%20Strengthening%20shool%20boards%20primary%20governance%20objective_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=ESHwA3xp.s70jIwtE1pcQGHn8t4tK.yj
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1341665%20-%20Strengthening%20shool%20boards%20primary%20governance%20objective_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=ESHwA3xp.s70jIwtE1pcQGHn8t4tK.yj
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1%20-%201342214%20Approval%20to%20consult%20on%20the%20draft%20Cabinet%20LEG%20paper%20for%20ETAB%202_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=x4EAxAjgEePWNM1TqEyZArFALZuf4dTj
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-05/1%20-%201342214%20Approval%20to%20consult%20on%20the%20draft%20Cabinet%20LEG%20paper%20for%20ETAB%202_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=x4EAxAjgEePWNM1TqEyZArFALZuf4dTj
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-07/1343448%20-%20Feedback%20on%20the%20draft%20Cabinet%20paper%20ETAB%202_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=vcqHW60EL4rUDFxZdpgJQ.IEO73pq8ms
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-07/1343448%20-%20Feedback%20on%20the%20draft%20Cabinet%20paper%20ETAB%202_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=vcqHW60EL4rUDFxZdpgJQ.IEO73pq8ms
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-07/1343448%20-%20Feedback%20on%20the%20draft%20Cabinet%20paper%20ETAB%202_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=vcqHW60EL4rUDFxZdpgJQ.IEO73pq8ms
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-12/2.%20ESC7329%20Letter%20to%20Hon%20Paul%20Goldsmith.pdf?VersionId=pGr_yDFGor08yXJf5Uo7c4I_XjBC7ziP
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-12/3.%202025.03.27%20Letter%20from%20Hon%20Paul%20Goldsmith.pdf?VersionId=yQ724wz29_LmBIkJAsX10se6ISooDXvL
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-07/68%20ETAB%202.pdf?VersionId=sS.T0kafW9WBIsozqlsgA2JmsgpmIP_4
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Date Event 

7 April 2025 The Education and Training Amendment Bill (No 2) (Bill) is 
introduced to the House.22 

17 April 2025 The regulatory impact statement on the proposed changes 
to school board objectives was finalised by the Ministry of 
Education on 25 November 2024 and published on 17 April 
2025, following introduction of the Bill.23  

13 August 2025 The Minister of Justice wrote to the Minister of Education, 
advising that the Ministerial Advisory Group for the Treaty 
clause review has completed its analysis of the in-scope Acts, 
including the Education and Training Act 2020.24 

17 September 2025 The Ministry of Education advised the Minister of Education 
on the Treaty clause review and the Education and Training 
Act, including recommendations that s 127(1)(d) is clarified.25  

15 October 2025 SOU noted that the Treaty clause review had identified 
several areas where the Education and Training Act 2020 
could be strengthened, and agreed that s 127 be amended 
through the Bill to remove Treaty duties from school boards, 
in recognition that schools are not part of the core Crown and 
boards are elected by the community. 

17 October 2025 Cabinet confirmed26 the SOU decision of 15 October 2025, 

which noted that the Treaty clause review had identified 
several areas where the Education and Training Act 2020 
could be strengthened, and agreed that s 127 be amended 
through the Bill to remove Treaty duties from school boards, 
in recognition that schools are not part of the core Crown and 
boards are elected by the community. 

3 November 2025 The Hon Erica Stanford (Minister of Education) introduces an 
Amendment Paper to the Bill, which would remove from s 
127 the text requiring each school board to meet the 
objective of “ensur[ing] that the school gives effect to Te Tiriti 
o Waitangi”.27 

 
22  Education and Training Amendment Bill (No 2) 104-1: see Explanatory Note, cl 8, Departmental 

Disclosure (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 23, from p 153). 
23  Regulatory Impact Statement: Refocusing schools on the Government’s priorities | Ministry for 

Regulation (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 10, from p 75) 
24  Letter, 13 August 2025: 5. Letter from Min. Goldsmith to Min. Stanford re transfer Act.pdf (Wai 3553, 

#A43(a), tab 24, from p 175). 
25  Ministry of Education Report: The Treaty References Review and relevant clauses in the Education and 

Training Act 2020, 17 September 2025: Ministry of Education The Treaty References Review and relevant 
clauses in the Education and Training Act 2020 (17 September 2025) (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 26, from 
p 200).  

26  Cabinet Paper: Treaty References in the Education and Training Act: 6. Cabinet paper – Treaty References 
in Education and Training Act - Updated_Redacted.pdf (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 27, from p 214); Cabinet 
Social Outcomes Committee Minute SOU-25-MIN-0142, considered 15 October 2025 (Wai 3553, 
#A43(a), tab 28, from p 221); Cabinet Minute CAB-25-MIN-0361, considered 20 October 2025 (Wai 3553, 
#A43(a), tab 29, from p 224). 

27  Amendment Paper No 428 (Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 30, from p 225) and NZ Legislation Disclosures 
(Wai 3553, #A43(a), tab 31, from p 228). 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2025/0140/17.0/d7001403e2.html#LMS1426284
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2025/0140/17.0/LMS1426303.html
https://disclosure.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2025/140
https://disclosure.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2025/140
https://www.regulation.govt.nz/our-work/regulatory-impact-statements/regulatory-impact-statement-refocusing-schools-on-the-governments-priorities/
https://www.regulation.govt.nz/our-work/regulatory-impact-statements/regulatory-impact-statement-refocusing-schools-on-the-governments-priorities/
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-12/5.%20Letter%20from%20Min.%20Goldsmith%20to%20Min.%20Stanford%20re%20transfer%20Act.pdf?VersionId=ipFbVunGkl.HtrDQybVnF4qyBdBAlJVc
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-11/4.%20R%201352221%20The_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=My3ETJEUAwYN7RQB7ePqxpr7ttmsfHBB
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-11/4.%20R%201352221%20The_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=My3ETJEUAwYN7RQB7ePqxpr7ttmsfHBB
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-11/6.%20Cabinet%20paper%20%E2%80%93%20Treaty%20References%20in%20Education%20and%20Training%20Act%20-%20Updated_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=yOEk0eBnH2Zh2gAG3st_.wo17FlEfXBj
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-11/6.%20Cabinet%20paper%20%E2%80%93%20Treaty%20References%20in%20Education%20and%20Training%20Act%20-%20Updated_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=yOEk0eBnH2Zh2gAG3st_.wo17FlEfXBj
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/sop/government/2025/0428/latest/whole.html#LMS1540774
https://disclosure.legislation.govt.nz/ap/government/2025/428
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Date Event 

4 November 2025 The Bill, with the clause amended as per the Amendment 
Paper, passes its Third Reading before the Committee of the 
Whole House.28 

18 November 2025 The Education and Training Amendment Act 2025 is 
enacted.29 

19 November 2025 The Education and Training Amendment Act 2025 comes into 
force.30 

 

  

 
28  Education and Training Amendment Bill (No 2) 104-3, cl 8. 
29  Education and Training Amendment Act 2025, s 8. 
30  Education and Training Amendment Act 2025, s 2. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2025/0140/latest/LMS1426303.html
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2025/0065/latest/LMS1426303.html
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2025/0065/latest/LMS1426288.html
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APPENDIX C: TIMELINE OF KEY CROWN POLICY DOCUMENTS FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW ZEALAND CURRICULUM  

Date Action 

2007 Initial release of the current-in-use Curriculum.31 

2018 Process for refreshing the Curriculum began.32 

2021 Draft version of Vision for Young People publicly released for 
feedback – Te Mātaiaho. 

2022 Draft version of Te Mātaiaho publicly released for feedback. 

December 2023 Current government signals focus on Curriculum materials and 
appointment of Ministerial Advisory Group to review the 
English, and Mathematics curricula for primary and 
intermediate school students.33 

June 2024 Current Minister of Education resets design principles for 
Curriculum changes.34 

June 2024 Development of Māori Education Action Plan.35 

 
31  Ministry of Education “New Zealand Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 

<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
32  Cabinet Paper “Curriculum, Progress and Achievement” (11 April 2018); Cabinet Minute (24 April 2018) 

CAB-18-MIN-0165; Cabinet Paper “Curriculum, Progress and Achievement Update” (12 September 
2018) at p 22; Curriculum, Progress, and Achievement Ministerial Advisory Group Strengthening 
curriculum, progress, and achievement in a system that learns (Ministry of Education, 4 June 2019); 
Cabinet Paper "Curriculum, Progress and Achievement: Initial Actions" (21 August 2019); Cabinet Minute 
(26 August 2019) CAB-19-MIN-0427; Cabinet Paper “New Zealand’s Histories in Schools and Kura” 
(9 September 2019) at p 2; Cabinet Minute "New Zealand Histories in Schools and Kura" (9 September 
2019) CAB-23-MIN-0455 at p 8; Cabinet Paper “Refreshing the national curriculum for schooling” 
(26 January 2021) at p 3; Cabinet Minute "Report of the Cabinet Business Committee: Period Ended 29 
January 2021"(2 February 2019) CAB-21-MIN-0006 at p 20. 

33  Cabinet Paper “Approach to mandating teaching times for maths, reading, and writing” (18 December 
2023) (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 2, from p 446); Cabinet Minute “Report of the Cabinet 100-Day Plan 
Committee: Period Ended 15 December 2023” (18 December 2023) CAB-23-MIN-0491 (Wai 3553, 
#A44(b), tab 8, from p 834); Cabinet 100-day Plan Committee Minute “Approach to Mandating Teaching 
Times for Maths, Reading and Writing” (revised) (13 December 2023) 100-23-MIN-0007 (Wai 3553, 
#A44(b), tab 7, from p 832); Cabinet Paper “Ministerial Advisory Group to review the English, and 
Mathematics curricula for primary and intermediate school students” (18 December 2023) (Wai 3553, 
#A44(b), tab 9, from p 836); Cabinet Minute “Ministerial Advisory Group to Review the English and 
Mathematics Curricula for Primary and Intermediate School Students" (18 December 2023) CAB-23-
MIN-0497 (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 10, from p 838). 

34  Cabinet Paper “Establishing a knowledge-rich national curriculum grounded in the science of learning” 
(4 June 2024) from p 2, and p 7, para 27; Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee Minute “Establishing a 
Knowledge-rich National Curriculum Grounded in the Science of Learning” (29 May 2024) SOU-24-MIN-
0051 from p 84; Cabinet Minute “Report of the Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee: Period Ended 31 
May 2024” (4 June 2024) CAB-24-MIN-0191 from 86. 

35  Ministry of Education Report: Developing a Māori Education Action Plan for 2024/25 and outyears 
(METIS 1329203, 14 June 2024) (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 10, from p 838); Cabinet Social Outcomes 
Committee (20 November 2024) SOU-24-MIN-0149 (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 18, from p 1236); Cabinet 
Minute "Report of the Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee: Period Ended 22 November 2024" (25 
November 2024) CAB-24-MIN-0461 (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 19, from p 1238); Cabinet Minute "Māori 
Education Action Plan" (25 November 2024) CAB-24-MIN-0461.02 (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 20, from 
p 1239); Cabinet Paper "Māori Education Action Plan" (25 November 2024) (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 21, 
from p 1241); Ministry of Education "Māori education" Budget 2025 < https://www.education.govt.nz/>.  

https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum/5637175326.p
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/R-Curriculum-Progress-and-Achievement-REDACTED.pdf?VersionId=sHApPc0QX3XcY0YpABkBA52DgKGrYMwo
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/Cabinet-Paper-Curriculum-Progress-and-Achievement-Update.pdf?VersionId=jERuK7Frii6ZURrYM5eLWTdqPBTQ3vS6
https://ndhadeliver.natlib.govt.nz/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE52084486
https://ndhadeliver.natlib.govt.nz/delivery/DeliveryManagerServlet?dps_pid=IE52084486
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/Curriculum%2C%20Progress%20and%20Achievement_%20Initial%20Actions%20%281%29.pdf?VersionId=JlS.NmSVfIu8f.D1_rscF64KmSPnJr19
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/R2-1-124-125-Redacted.pdf?VersionId=zl0AqKJPcmD8IkEQgbbq8n6vXI3B83_O
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/R2-1-124-125-Redacted.pdf?VersionId=zl0AqKJPcmD8IkEQgbbq8n6vXI3B83_O
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/1.-Cabinet-Paper-material.pdf?VersionId=u_c7XDJgZx1O5HwkTS4qgCkIjNhlwfrC
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/1.-Cabinet-Paper-material.pdf?VersionId=u_c7XDJgZx1O5HwkTS4qgCkIjNhlwfrC
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2026-03/1.-Cabinet-Paper-material.pdf?VersionId=u_c7XDJgZx1O5HwkTS4qgCkIjNhlwfrC
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-03/5-Approach-to-Mandating-Teaching-Times_Redacted%20%281%29.pdf?VersionId=lbFGkKIkdfdHpTCRY_FOakV52j3D4Yo0
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-03/5-Approach-to-Mandating-Teaching-Times_Redacted%20%281%29.pdf?VersionId=lbFGkKIkdfdHpTCRY_FOakV52j3D4Yo0
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-03/5-Approach-to-Mandating-Teaching-Times_Redacted%20%281%29.pdf?VersionId=lbFGkKIkdfdHpTCRY_FOakV52j3D4Yo0
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-03/3-MAG-redacted.pdf?VersionId=Msmt6OOwgWc27EJBRDzzqai4gXEBM.OV
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-03/3-MAG-redacted.pdf?VersionId=Msmt6OOwgWc27EJBRDzzqai4gXEBM.OV
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-03/3-MAG-redacted.pdf?VersionId=Msmt6OOwgWc27EJBRDzzqai4gXEBM.OV
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-03/3-MAG-redacted.pdf?VersionId=Msmt6OOwgWc27EJBRDzzqai4gXEBM.OV
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-08/21-Establishing-a-knowledge-rich-curriculum_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=jEbZxxpGmLn9ka23i4exehjJMzzjsu7o
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-08/21-Establishing-a-knowledge-rich-curriculum_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=jEbZxxpGmLn9ka23i4exehjJMzzjsu7o
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-08/21-Establishing-a-knowledge-rich-curriculum_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=jEbZxxpGmLn9ka23i4exehjJMzzjsu7o
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-08/21-Establishing-a-knowledge-rich-curriculum_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=jEbZxxpGmLn9ka23i4exehjJMzzjsu7o
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-08/21-Establishing-a-knowledge-rich-curriculum_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=jEbZxxpGmLn9ka23i4exehjJMzzjsu7o
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-12/1329203%20-%20Developing%20a%20M%C4%81ori%20Education%20Action%20Plan%20for%202024%2025%20and%20outyears.pdf?VersionId=F3cW1C8UVGx0791KdpTUM6lMUPww63Cs
https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/publications/corporate-documents/budget-2025/maori-education
https://www.education.govt.nz/
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Date Action 

September 2024 Establishment of Māori Education Ministerial Advisory 
Group.36  

August to 
September 2024 

Consultation on draft Years 0-6 English learning area37 and 
draft Years 0-8 Mathematics and Statistics learning area.38 

Start of 2025 Start of use of Curriculum for Years 0-6 English learning area39 
and Years 0-8 Mathematics and Statistics learning area.40  

January to 
March 2025 

Consultation on draft Years 9-13 Mathematics and Statistics 

learning area.41 

March to June 
2025 

Consultation on draft Years 7-13 English learning area.42 

2025-2026 Additional engagement with Māori Education Ministerial 
Advisory Group on curriculum.43 

October 2025 
(to April 2026) 

Consultation starts on updated draft of Te Mātaiaho 
curriculum framework.44 

October 2025 
(to April 2026) 

Consultation starts45 on drafts of updated Year 0-10 learning 
areas for:  

- Science;46  

- Social Sciences;47 

 
36  Ministry of Education “Māori Education Ministerial Advisory Group"; Ministry of Education Report: 

Developing a Māori Education Action Plan for 2024/25 and outyears (METIS 1329203, 14 June 2024) 
(Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 10, from p 838); Cabinet Social Outcomes Committee (20 November 2024) SOU-
24-MIN-0149 (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 18, from p 1236); Cabinet Minute "Report of the Cabinet Social 
Outcomes Committee: Period Ended 22 November 2024" (25 November 2024) CAB-24-MIN-0461 
(Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 19, from p 1238); Cabinet Minute "Māori Education Action Plan" (25 November 
2024) CAB-24-MIN-0461.02 (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 20, from p 1239); Cabinet Paper "Māori Education 
Action Plan" (25 November 2024) (Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 21, from p 1241); Ministry of Education 
"Māori education" Budget 2025 < https://www.education.govt.nz/>.  

37  Ministry of Education “Feedback reports – English years 0-6 learning area” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand 
Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

38  Ministry of Education “Feedback report – mathematics and statistics years 0-8 learning area” Tāhūrangi 
– New Zealand Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

39  Te Poutāhū – Curriculum Centre Years 0-6 English (in use 2025) (Ministry of Education, October 2024).  
40  Te Poutāhū – Curriculum Centre Years 0-8 Mathematics and Statistics (in use 2025) (Ministry of 

Education, October 2024). 
41  Ministry of Education “NZC - Mathematics and statistics Phases 1–4 (Years 0–10)” Tāhūrangi – New 

Zealand Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
42  Ministry of Education “NZC - English Phases 1–4 (Years 0–10)” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 

<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
43  Ministry of Education “Report: Māori Education Ministerial Advisory Group – seeking additional 

engagement on curriculum and assessment issues and opportunities” (20 May 2025) (Wai 3553, 
#A44(b), tab 26, from p 1302).  

44  Ministry of Education “The New Zealand Curriculum | Te Mātaiaho” Te Mātaiaho: Contents and 
Whakapapa. See also Wai 3553, #A44(b), tab 33, from p 1919).  

45  Ministry of Education “Consultation for Year 0 to 10 draft curriculum content" 
<www.education.govt.nz/> 

46  Ministry of Education “NZC – Science Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 
<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

47  Ministry of Education “NZC – Social Sciences Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 
<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/strategies-policies-and-programmes/maori-education-and-language/maori-education-ministerial-advisory-group
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-12/1329203%20-%20Developing%20a%20M%C4%81ori%20Education%20Action%20Plan%20for%202024%2025%20and%20outyears.pdf?VersionId=F3cW1C8UVGx0791KdpTUM6lMUPww63Cs
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2024-12/1329203%20-%20Developing%20a%20M%C4%81ori%20Education%20Action%20Plan%20for%202024%2025%20and%20outyears.pdf?VersionId=F3cW1C8UVGx0791KdpTUM6lMUPww63Cs
https://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/publications/corporate-documents/budget-2025/maori-education
https://www.education.govt.nz/
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/feedback-reports-english-years-0-6-learning-area/5637218157.p
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/feedback-report-mathematics-and-statistics-years-0-8/5637217402.p
https://files-au-prod.cms.commerce.dynamics.com/cms/api/qwxsnqcpfm/binary/MLeojF
https://files-au-prod.cms.commerce.dynamics.com/cms/api/qwxsnqcpfm/binary/MLeojI
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/nzc---mathematics-and-statistics-phases-1-4-years-0-10/5637289330.p
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/nzc---english-phases-1-4-years-0-10/5637289328.p
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-12/1345873%20M%C4%81ori%20Education%20Ministerial%20Advisory%20Group%20-%20curriculum%20advice_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=3N7hItPLY8kYq04wMaExOroB10L1k7Zn
https://web-assets.education.govt.nz/s3fs-public/2025-12/1345873%20M%C4%81ori%20Education%20Ministerial%20Advisory%20Group%20-%20curriculum%20advice_Redacted.pdf?VersionId=3N7hItPLY8kYq04wMaExOroB10L1k7Zn
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/the-new-zealand-curriculum-te-m-taiaho/5637165591.c
https://www.education.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultation-year-0-10-draft-curriculum-content/details
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/science-curriculum/5637165588.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/social-sciences-curriculum/5637165589.c
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Date Action 

- Technology;48 

-  Health and Physical Education;49  

- The Arts;50 and 

- Learning Languages.51  

October 2025 Curriculum Roadshow for Leaders – primary schooling.52  

November 2025  Webinars for principals, unpacking the proposed changes to 
the New Zealand Curriculum.53  

2026 Start of use of the Year 0-10 English54, and Years 0-10 
Mathematics and Statistics55 learning areas (including updates 
to the earlier content and inclusive of assessment 
requirements). 

March - April 
2026 

In-class trialling of draft Years 0-10 curriculum content.56 

May 2026 (to 
August 2026) 

Consultation starts on drafts of Year 11-13 subjects, to be 
released in three groups:57 

- Group 1 - May – June; 

- Group 2 - June to July; and 

- Group 3 - July to August. 

June 2026 Curriculum & Assessment Roadshow for Leaders – secondary 
schooling.58 

Mid-2026 Release of final: 

- updated content for NZC framework, Te Mātaiaho;  

 
48  Ministry of Education “NZC – Technology Curriculum Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 

<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
49  Ministry of Education “NZC – Health and Physical Education Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand 

Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
50  Ministry of Education “NZC – Arts Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 

<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
51  Ministry of Education “NZC – Learning Languages Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 

<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
52  Ministry of Education “NZC - Curriculum Roadshow for Leaders - take home resource pack”; Ministry of 

Education “Curriculum Road Show FAQs - Understanding the Refresh” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand 
Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

53  Ministry of Education “Unpacking the New Zealand Curriculum Webinar” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand 
Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

54  Ministry of Education “NZC – English Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 
<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

55  Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 
“NZC – Mathematics and Statistics Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum 
<https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

56  Ministry of Education “In-class Trialling of draft learning areas and wāhanga ako for Years | Tau 0 to 10” 
Tāhūrangi – New Zealand Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

57  Ministry of Education “Over 200 Teachers Collaborating on New Senior Curriculum” Tāhūrangi – New 
Zealand Curriculum <https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/>. 

58  Ministry of Education “Curriculum and Assessment Roadshow for Leaders - supporting you to lead 
change”.  

https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/technology-curriculum/5637165590.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/health-and-physical-education-curriculum/5637165585.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/arts-curriculum/5637165584.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/learning-languages-curriculum/5637165586.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/curriculum-roadshow-for-leaders-take-home-resource-pack/5637298326.p
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/curriculum-roadshow-faqs-understanding-the-refresh/5637309577.p
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/unpacking-the-new-zealand-curriculum-webinar/5637311835.p
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/english-curriculum/5637165583.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/new-zealand-curriculum/learning-areas/mathematics-and-statistics-curriculum/5637165587.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/5637311843.p
https://tahurangi.education.govt.nz/senior-secondary-subjects-mar26
https://moeevents.swoogo.com/Curriculum-Assessment-Roadshow
https://moeevents.swoogo.com/Curriculum-Assessment-Roadshow
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- updated Years 0-10 Science, Social Sciences, and 
Health and Physical Education learning areas; and  

- updated Years 0-10 Technology, The Arts and Learning 
Languages learning areas. 

Late-2026 Release of final updated Year 11-13 subjects. 

2027 Start of use of final: 

- updated Years 9-10 Science, Social Sciences, Health 
and Physical Education, Technology, The Arts and 
Learning Languages learning areas updated Years 0-8 
Science, Social Sciences, and Health and Physical 
Education learning areas 

2028 Start of use of final:  

- updated Years 0-8 Technology, The Arts and Learning 
Languages learning areas; and  

- updated Year 11 subjects. 

2029 Start of use of final updated Year 12 subjects. 

2030 Start of use of final updated Year 13 subjects. 

 




