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MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER 

 
The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 2188 an amended statement of claim received on 3 
March 2026 and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   
 
This amendment seeks to add further allegations to the claim concerning mana wahine. The 
claimant alleges that the Crown has breached principles of Te Tiriti o Waitangi by failing to:  

• respect Māori authority over child-rearing systems;  
• address structural causes of whānau harm;  
• partner with Māori in designing whānau policy frameworks;  
• actively protect mātauranga wāhine as taonga;  
• uphold tino rangatiratanga over reproductive health; 
• ensure equitable maternal health outcomes; 
• partner with Māori in the design and delivery of maternal health services; 
• recognise unpaid labour contributions and mahi aroha performed by wāhine Māori; 
• develop disaggregated gender-ethnicity data; 
• implement targeted labour market policies; 
• develop wāhine Māori-led economic strategies grounded in tikanga Māori; 
• ensure equitable access to education, training and skills development pathways; 
• provide support for wāhine Māori entrepreneurship; 
• address systemic barriers to career progression; 
• create structural pathways from welfare to meaningful economic participation; 
• recognise and address the compounded economic vulnerability of wāhine Māori; and 
• recognise, protect and meaningfully support wāhine Māori in their roles as kaitiaki 

within environmental governance systems. 
 
The amendment also seeks to add a variety of relief, including recommendations that the 
Crown:  

• conducts a structural reform of child welfare systems;  
• develops and implements Māori-designed whānau policy frameworks;  
• resources kaupapa Māori whānau services;  
• invests in kaupapa Māori birthing services;  
• recognises mātauranga wāhine as taonga;  
• implements equitable maternal health funding;  
• adopts alternative economic wellbeing measures that account for unpaid labour and 

collective contribution;  
• implements mandatory disaggregated gender-ethnicity economic monitoring and 

reporting;  
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• initiates targeted pay equity and labour market reforms for wāhine Māori;  
• dedicates economic development funds for wāhine Māori-led enterprises;  
• carries out ongoing monitoring and accountability mechanisms;  
• reforms welfare systems to support development rather than subsistence;  
• initiates targeted access to capital programmes;  
• co-designs enterprise and employment pathways grounded in tikanga Māori;  
• implements mechanisms for restoration and enhancement of wāhine Māori land 

interests;  
• reforms succession and governance frameworks to embed mana wahine recognition;  
• initiates targeted land-based economic development initiatives for wāhine Māori;  
• enacts statutory recognition of mana wahine in environmental law, including express 

acknowledgment of wāhine Māori authority in resources governance;  
• implements mandatory co-governance and co-decision-making frameworks that 

provide shared authority consistent with tino rangatiratanga; 
• establishes a protected decision-making authority for wāhine Māori within 

environmental institutions;  
• dedicates resourcing to enable effective participation; and  
• implements monitoring and reporting mechanisms ensuring equitable representation.  

 
The amendment is to be entered on Wai 2188, the Kanihi me etahi Lands (Noble and Others) 
claim, as document #1.1.1(h). 
 
The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 
amendment to those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 2188, the Kanihi me etehi Lands (Noble and Others) claim; and 
• Wai 2700, the Mana Wahine Kaupapa Inquiry.   

 
 
DATED at Wellington this 31st day of March 2026 
 

 
 
Judge Sarah Reeves  
Presiding Officer 
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