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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

Introduction

1.

| am a Northland-based Maori environmental advocate, researcher, and
hapu spokesperson who has been involved in land-use, cultural heritage,

and environmental protection issues in the Whangarei area.

My iwi affiliations are Ngapuhi, Ngai Tahu, Te Whakatohea and Te Arawa. |
have been representative to various local government stakeholder groups
for several of my hapu in Whangarei, particularly on water quality, future

urban development, and strategic Te Tiriti o Waitangi relationships.

| am a business leader and employer in conservation contracting, as
Director for a workforce development kaitiaki team on our alienated
ancestral lands in Whangarei Heads. | routinely support hapu input into
policy, large infrastructure projects. | spoke for Ngati Kahu o Torongare in
the Environment Court opposing housing development on culturally
significant site and have led whenua maori land use strategic planning

projects include papakainga feasibility and planning.

| have a particular interest in mana whenua consultation and protection of
wahi tapu, and often take part in discussions over developments on

ancestral land that take place without partnership with hapa.

Rangatiratanga

5.

| stood for election to the Whangarei District Maori Ward of the Whangarei
District Council in the 2022 local body elections. | was unsuccessful at that
time. The position | stood for then will be abolished at the next local body

elections in 2028.

Over the 10+ years of engaging with local government for our hapu and
marae we have encountered many barriers to enabling participation in

decisions made by Councils.

Our Hapu of Whangarei have not yet received Crown recognition or
redress for the Crown’s breaches of Te Tiriti o Waitangi. This does not
remove the obligation of Local Government to engage with hapu on its

delivery of high impact services in our rohe.



8. Challenges | have experienced include:

a.

lack of protection of hapu members when privileging very informal

mandates

lack of process or assurance hapu members actually have
accountability to their hapu when formalising deals and

arrangements such as Mana Whakahono a Rohe

seeking hapu provide strategic direction on matters of importance
without resourcing hapu to engage with themselves or be
accountable to themselves, instead relying on individuals from

within hapu who operate independently of their hapu

denying access to critical information for hapu to be well informed

such as property details

council determining who are the mandated hapu members to be
privileged with access to information and resources and effectively

blocking others

council staff taking direction from individual hapu members often

kaumatua non wahine, over others who also raise direct concerns

Dated at Te Tai Tokerau this 10th day of April 2026
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