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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. The parties have conferred and respectfully seek amendments to the 

timetable as set out below.  

2. Some of the parties have evidence and filing deadlines tomorrow (1 May) 

and have been working to meet these deadlines.  

3. However, this, and the work and attention that has been directed to other 

recent filing deadlines and obtaining instructions in respect of these, has 

led the parties to the view that, in order provide closing submissions that  

do justice to the s 127 issues and issues associated with the National 

Curriculum, and assist the Tribunal as far as possible, a little further time is 

needed for the simultaneous filing of closing submissions.  

4. Furthermore, the current timetable has further evidence/answers to 

written questions being filed tomorrow, at the same time as closing 

submissions. This prevents parties from being able to engage with the 

evidence as a whole in their written closings. The extension sought assists 

in this regard, and ensures that all parties’ closings can take into account 

the further evidence yet to be filed.  

5. For those reasons, the parties respectfully seek directions that, instead, the 

parties are to simultaneously file written submissions addressing issues in 

respect of s 127 and the National Curriculum by 8 May; with any reply to 

the Crown’s submissions to be filed by 12 May. 

6. Counsel acknowledge the stated intention of the Tribunal to move quickly 

to report on the inquiry issues.  Counsel note that the extension sought 

adds only two working days to the overall timetable set by the Tribunal, 

and submit that those extra days are justified in terms of the benefits to 

the inquiry outlined above.   

Direction sought 

7. That all parties are to file closing submissions addressing section 127 of the 

Education and Training Act and the National Curriculum by 5pm Friday 

8 May. 
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8. That any submissions strictly in reply to the Crown’s written closing 

submissions are to be filed by 5pm Tuesday 12 May.  

9. Counsel for the Crown are advised this memorandum is also approved by: 

9.1 A Sykes, Counsel for NZEI Te Riu Roa and Ngā Kura ā Iwi Aotearoa 

9.2 C Terei-Tipene, Counsel for Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Hine and Te 

Kapotai 

9.3 J Ferguson/W Gucake, Counsel for Te Whakakitenga o Waikato 

Inc. 

9.4 H Clatworthy, Counsel for New Zealand Post Primary Teachers’ 

Association Te Wehengerua 

30 April 2026  

___________________________________ 
James Watson  
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel 




