Wai 3553, #3.4.4

BEFORE THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL WALI 3553
WAI 3503

IN THE MATTER OF the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975

AND

IN THE MATTER OF the Education and Training Amendment
Act and Te Mataiaho Urgent Inquiry (WAI
3553)

AND

IN THE MATTER OF a claim by Ripeka Lessels and O’Sonia

Hotereni for and on behalf of New
Zealand Educational Institute (NZEI) Te
Riu Roa (WAI 3503)

MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FILING THE UPDATED
TRANSCRIPT OF THE INTERVIEW BY MINISTER STANFORD ON THE
PLATFORM

[ tenei ra, te 30 o Aperira 2026

2

/5 ANNETTE

SYKES & Cao.

barristers & solicitors
RECEIVED 8 — Unit 1 Marguerita Street
Waitangi Tribunal Rotorua, 3010
30 Apr 2026 Phone: 07-460-0433
Counsel Acting: Annette Sykes / Maia Te Hira / Jack Potaka
Ministry of Justice Email: asykes@annettesykes.com / jack(@annettesykes.com /
WELLINGTON kalei@annettesykes.com / rangipurei@annettesykes.com



mailto:asykes@annettesykes.com
mailto:jack@annettesykes.com
mailto:kalei@annettesykes.com
WIKITDE
Official

WIKITDE
RECEIVED

WIKITDE
Text Box
30 Apr 2026


TENA E TE TARAIPIUNARA:

1.

This memorandum of counsel is filed for and on behalf of

1.1 Wai 3503 — a claim by Ripeka Lessels and O’Sonia Hotereni for and
on behalf of New Zealand Educational (NZEI) Te Riu Roa (Wai
3503) (“the Applicants™)

This Memorandum follows upon the Memorandum of Counsel filed on 20
April 2026 (Wai 3553, #3.2.10) which appended a transcript of Minister
Erica Stanford’s interview on The Platform on 23 July 2025 (#A18(b)),
referred to in the Brief of Evidence of Mr Bevan Holloway (“the

transcript”)

By email dated 29 April 2026, the Registrar advised counsel of a direction
from the Presiding Officer who has directed that counsel reformat the
transcript so that the reader is able to differentiate between the Minister

and Mr Plunket, and refile accordingly.

Counsel has reformatted the transcript so that the contributions of Minister
Stanford and Mr Plunket are visually differentiated throughout. The

reformatted transcript is appended to this memorandum.

Counsel notes that The Platform website, on which the video footage of
the interview is hosted, is still paywalled. Accordingly, access to the video
footage requires a subscription to The Platform. Counsel respectfully
encourages the Tribunal to subscribe to The Platform in order to view the

interview footage in its original form.

DATED at Rotorua this 30th day of April 2026

Annette Sykes Jack Potaka Kalei Delamere- Rangipurei Manley
Ririnui

Counsel for the Claimants





