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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA 
MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 113J, a claim by Larry 

Parr on behalf of Ngāti Hikitanga (Claimants) and in response to 

Memorandum-Directions dated 7 April 2026, #2.6.314.1  

2. Her Honour, Kaiwhakawā Matua Dr C L Fox, invited the Claimants to file 

submissions in response to concerns raised by Ms Yvonetta Jane Perawiti2 

regarding the management of the claim and the manner in which it 

represents the interests of Ngāti Hikitanga in the Porirua ki Manawatū 

District Inquiry (Inquiry) by 5.00 pm, Monday, 20 April 2026.3 

3. By way of background, both the Parr whānau and the Perawiti whānau 

descend from Te Paea. However, whereas the Parr whānau are descendants 

of Rangiuira Te Paea, the Perawiti whānau are descended from her younger 

brother, Te Puke Te Paea. Ms Perawiti was invited by the named Claimant 

when hearings for the “southern phase” of the Ngāti Raukawa and Affiliated 

Groups phase were set down, to provide evidence on behalf of Ngāti 

Hikitanga and the Perawiti whānau as descendants of Te Puke Te Paea, who 

had different life experiences to the descendants of Rangiuira Te Paea. 

Counsel worked extensively with Ms Perawiti to prepare her brief of 

evidence, which was filed on 20 October 2022,4 and presented on 7 

December 2022, at Ngātokowaru Marae during Hearing Week 9. 

4. The Claimants advise that they were not aware that Ms Perawiti intended to 

file her own “final submission” and were surprised to be advised of this by 

Counsel following communications from Tribunal staff. As far as the 

Claimants and Counsel are aware, Ms Perawiti filed her “final submission”, 

separately, and without discussion with the Claimant group. 

5. There was no intention on the part of the Claimants to exclude Ms Perawiti 

from the Closings Submissions. Claimants and Counsel had offered to review 

 
1 Wai 2200, #2.6.314 at [2]-[5]. 
2 Also known as Rusty Perawiti or Waikura Perawiti. 
3 Wai 2200, #2.6.314 at [5]. 
4 Wai 2200, #N22. 
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the document with the view of incorporating her whakaaro into the Closing 

Submissions for Ngāti Hikitanga, but did not receive her “final submission” 

comprising that additional whakaaro from Tribunal staff until after the 

Memorandum-Directions were issued.  

6. Counsel are happy to communicate further with Ms Perawiti in order to 

ascertain exactly what her concerns are in respect of the Tribunal process, 

and the alleged silencing of Wai 113 claimants and those of Ngāti Hikitanga 

in particular as, in counsels’ view, that is not made clear in her “final 

submission” and, at present, an adequate and detailed response is not 

possible.  

7. Counsel have been instructed by the Claimants to file additional Closing 

Submissions for Ngāti Hikitanga in respect of the evidence that has been 

given in the Wider Inquiry phase of the Wai 2200 Inquiry. If acceptable to 

the Tribunal and as a way forward to address her concerns, the Claimants 

are prepared to, where appropriate, incorporate Ms Perawiti’s final 

submission and any additional whakaaro into an amended version of those 

additional Closing Submissions for Ngāti Hikitanga. The approach taken by 

the Claimants, was, is, and continues to be, presenting a united front in 

progressing the Wai 113J claim on behalf of Ngāti Hikitanga. 

Dated at Te-Whanganui-a-Tara this 20th day of April 2026 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

R M A Soriano and Dr B D Gilling 

Counsel for the Wai 113J Claimants  

 




