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Procedural history 

1. On 21 April 2026, the Tribunal received an amended statement of claim, an application for
an urgent inquiry, and accompanying affidavits filed by Dr Season-Mary Downs and
Chelsea Terei-Tipene on behalf of Rewiti Paraone, Erima Henare, Pita Tipene, and
Waihoroi Shortland on behalf of Te Rūnanga o Ngāti Hine, or the Ngāti Hine Lands,
Forests and Resources (Wai 682) claim (Wai 682, #2.114).

2. The claim concerns the Crown proposals to repeal or amend Treaty provisions in
legislation, following its review of references to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi in
legislation.

3. On 22 April 2026, I directed the Crown and any interested parties to respond to the
application for an urgent inquiry by no later than midday on 6 May 2026, and directed the
applicant to file submissions in reply to those of the Crown and interested parties by no
later than midday on 20 May 2026 (Wai 682, #2.116).

4. On 24 April 2026, I directed, via email from the Waitangi Tribunal’s Registrar, that due to
the applicant’s counsel asking for expedited timeframes, and Crown counsel requesting
an extension to file its response, the filing dates above are amended, requiring:

(a) interested parties to respond to Wai 682’s application for urgency by midday on 28
April 2026;

(b) the Crown to respond to Wai 682’s application for urgency by 5pm on 1 May 2026;
and

(c) Wai 682 to file submissions in reply to those Crown and interested parties by midday
on 5 May 2026.

Appointment of a panel 

5. Pursuant to clause 8(2) of the Second Schedule to the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975, I now
direct that the application for an urgent inquiry by Wai 682 claim to be referred for
determination to Chief Judge Fox as Presiding Officer.

6. Next steps for the application will be determined by the Presiding Officer in due course.

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to counsel for the applicants, Crown counsel 

and those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 682, the Ngāti Hine Lands, Forests and Resources claim; and

• Wai 3300, Tomokia ngā tatau o Matangireia, the Constitutional Kaupapa Inquiry.

DATED at Wellington this 29th day of April 2026 

Judge Sarah Reeves 
Deputy Chairperson 
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