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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL       

Introduction 

1. Kia Kārena Ngata tōku ingoa. Nō Ngāti Porou ahau, nō Te Whānau a 

Hinerupe me Te Whānau a Karuwai ki Maraehara.   

2. I am a teacher who has provided evidence on behalf of Wai 3504 for 

the Wai 3353 urgency inquiry.1 

3. I write this second brief of evidence (“second brief”) to attach a 

secondary piece of evidence that I believe is relevant for the Tribunal.   

4. This second brief attaches a table (“the table”) that was developed and 

filed by the NZHTA as our feedback to the Ministry of Education on 

the draft Social Sciences curriculum. The table is attached as Appendix 

“A” to this brief of evidence. 

5. The table sets out a detailed analysis of the ways in which the proposed 

curriculum reflects Eurocentric assumptions, perpetuates harm, and 

risks reproducing outdated and assimilatory approaches. 

6. I have requested counsel to file this and retrospectively include it as 

part of my evidence. I contend that these issues constitute breaches of 

the Crown’s obligations under Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

7. The content of this table was informed by a wānanga held with kaiako 

teaching Aotearoa Histories at the 2026 New Zealand History 

Teachers’ Association Conference which was held from 8-10 April 

2026, after the original evidence deadline. 

8. During this wānanga, kaiako Māori expressed a clear expectation that 

any analysis and formal feedback should centre the hauora of ākonga 

Māori as a primary concern.  

 
1 Wai 3553 #A25 
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9. They further emphasised that such feedback must move beyond 

critique alone, and include constructive, practical suggestions for 

improvement. 

10. Tēnei te mihi nunui. 

 

DATED at Rotorua this 6h day of May 2026  

         
   KĀRENA NGATA 
_____________________ 

     Kārena Ngata  

 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal; Crown Law Office; and those on 
the notification list for the Wai 3553 Education Training and Amendment Act 
and Te Mātaiaho Urgent Inquiry. 

 




