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Confirming commissioned research 

1. Pursuant to cl 5A of the second schedule of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975, I commission
Tai Ahu to prepare a report on the legislative recognition of Te Tiriti/the Treaty and Māori
rights and interests in Aotearoa New Zealand since 1840, for Tomokia ngā tatau o
Matangireia – the Constitutional Kaupapa Inquiry (Wai 3300).

2. The report will identify and analyse any references within the relevant statutes to Te
Tiriti/the Treaty of Waitangi (or other forms of recognition of Māori rights or interests).

3. The report will address the following research questions, where possible:

(a) In relation to each of the seven themes identified in the inquiry (Wai 3300, #2.6.73
at [5] – [6] & #2.6.73(b)), in what ways, if at all, do constitutionally significant statutes
recognise and provide for Te Tiriti/the Treaty and Māori interests? This should
include, as far as possible, some consideration of the political context at the time.

(b) What is the overall nature and extent of legislative recognition of Māori rights and
interests since 1840? This should, as far as possible, take into consideration the
legislation listed in Appendix A, with a particular focus on:

(i) the legal effect and purpose of the Native Rights Act 1865; and

(ii) the constitutional consequences of the application of the Statute of Westminster
1931 to New Zealand by the Statute of Westminster Adoption Act 1947.

4. The commission ends on Tuesday 15 December 2026, at which time an electronic copy
of the final report must be submitted to the Registrar for filing. Indexed electronic copies
of any supporting documents or transcripts must be provided within four weeks of the
commission end date. A PDF copy of the report and any supporting documentation
should be provided.

5. The report may be received as evidence and the author may be cross-examined on it.

Me tuku atu te Kairē hita i tēte hi kape o tē nei whakahau ki ē rā ki te rārangi whakamōhi o mō 

Wai 3300, Tomokia ngā tatau o Matangireia – the Constitutional Kaupapa Inquiry.  

The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to all those on the distribution list for Wai 3300, 

Tomokia ngā tatau o Matangireia – the Constitutional Kaupapa Inquiry. 

WHAKAPŪMAUTIA ki Te Whanganui-a-Tara i te 9 o te Paengawhāwhā 2026

Kaiwhakawā Matua Dr C L Fox  

Tumuaki  
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