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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

Introduction  

1. These joint submissions are filed on behalf of the following claimants 

participating in Wai 3300: Tomokia ngā tatau o Matangireia – Constitutional 

Kaupapa Inquiry (the “Inquiry”): 

a. Bryce Peda-Aldridge on behalf of Nga Hapū o Whangaroa, Te 

Whānau ō Rataroa, Ngāti Pakahi, Ngāti Uru and Te Tahawai hapū 

(Wai 2377); 

b. Jasmine Cotter-Williams on behalf of herself and her whānau, 

members of Ngāti Taimanawaiti iwi, of Tāmakimakaurau (Wai 

2063); 

c. Ryshell Griggs on behalf of herself and her whānau (Wai 3131);  

d. Te Enga Harris and Lee Harris on behalf of the Harris whānau (Wai 

1531); 

e. Te Urunga Aroha Evelyn Kereopa on behalf of herself, and 

members of Te Ihingārangi, a hapū of Maniapoto (Wai 762); 

f. Malcolm Kingi on behalf of himself, his whānau and Ngai Tahu o 

Mōhaka-Waikare (Wai 2894); 

g. Maria Knight on behalf of the late Roger Tichborne and Ngā Hapū 

o Tokomaru Ākau (Wai 2604);  

h. Jason Koia on behalf of himself, his whānau and Ruawaipu iwi (Wai 

1862);  

i. Ian John Mitchell on behalf of himself, his whānau and Ngāti Hineira 

and Te Uri Taniwha hapū, and Ngāpuhi iwi (Wai 1716);  

j. Tessa Reihana on behalf her whānau, and members of Ngati 

Tautahi ki Te Iringa (Wai 1957); and  
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k. Violet Eva Walker on behalf of herself, her whānau and Ngāti Rangi 

o Waiapu ki Tawhiti and Ngāti Kahu ki Whangaroa (Wai 2382). 

 (together, the “claimants”) 

Background 

2. In Memorandum-Directions dated 17 April 2026 (the “Memorandum-

Directions”), the Presiding Officer, Chief Judge Dr C L Fox, invited parties 

to file submissions regarding the Inquiry timetable,1 seeking feedback on the 

Inquiry timetable suggested by the Crown in its own memorandum 

(“suggested timetable”).2 Any such submissions were directed to be filed 

by no later than 5 pm, Tuesday 28 April 2026.3  

3. These joint submissions respond to the direction above, and make an 

additional submission in relation to the Inquiry’s status. 

Submissions on the Inquiry timetable 

4. The Crown’s suggested Inquiry timetable is as follows: 

Milestone Date Who 

Draft interim statement of issues 
and relief 
 
Final amended statements of claim 

May 2026 Claimants 

Crown response to draft interim 
statement of issues and relief 
 

June 2026 Crown 

Confirm the statement of issues July 2026 Tribunal 

Confirm final list of claims for Wai 
3300 inquiry 

September 2026 Tribunal 

Research programme completed December 2026 Tribunal 

5. Crown response to claims 
(including any early 
acknowledgements and/or 
concessions) 

March 2027 Crown 

Draft hearing programme 
issued; hearing procedures 
and protocols confirmed 

 

Early 2027 Tribunal 

Hearings commence July 2027 All parties 

Hearings conclude July 2028 All parties 

 
1  Wai 3300, #2.6.85 at [37]. 
2  Wai 3300, #3.2.433 at [8]. 
3  Wai 3300, #2.6.85 at [37]. 
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6. As was noted in the Memorandum-Directions, the Waitangi Tribunal’s 

Strategic Direction 2025–2035 anticipates that the Inquiry will be completed 

by 2029.4 Under the suggested timetable, this goal would likely be met. 

7. However, claimant counsel (as well as the Tribunal’s own Dr Grant 

Phillipson) indicated at the judicial conference on 30 March 2026 that some 

of the deadlines in the suggested timetable were unrealistic, particularly 

those relating to production of:5 

a. a draft interim statement of issues; 

b. draft statement relief; and 

c. final amended statements of claim. 

8. The claimants echo these concerns, emphasising that until the research 

programme has been completed, they will not be able to draft statements of 

issue, relief and claim with adequate certainty. As has been demonstrated 

in the researcher hui conducted thus far, the matters likely to be reflected in 

the research reports are not yet settled. It will only be upon completion of the 

research programme that these matters can be finalised. 

9. Accordingly, the claimants’ suggestion is that the deadline for filing of 

statements of issue, relief and claim be set after the completion of the 

research programme (set down for December 2026 in the suggested 

timetable). Given the need to digest these lengthy reports and the truncated 

nature of the summer break, the claimants recommend that filing of 

statements of issue, relief and claim be set down for March and May 2027 

respectively.  

10. As is demonstrated in the claimants’ amended timetable below, this 

realignment will still enable the Inquiry to be completed by 2029: 

 

 
4  Wai 3300, #2.6.85 at [6]. 
5  Wai 3300, #2.6.85 at [34] - [36]. 
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Milestone Date Who 

Confirm final list of claims for Wai 
3300 inquiry 

September 2026 Tribunal 

Research programme completed December 2026 Tribunal 

Draft interim statement of issues 
and relief 

March 2027 Claimants 

Final amended statements of claim May 2027 Claimants 

Crown response to draft interim 
statement of issues and relief 
 

June 2027 Crown 

Confirm the statement of issues July 2027 Tribunal 

11. Crown response to claims 
(including any early 
acknowledgements and/or 
concessions) 

August 2027 Crown 

Draft hearing programme 
issued; hearing procedures 
and protocols confirmed 

 

September 2027 Tribunal 

Hearings commence Late 2027 All parties 

Hearings conclude Late 2028 All parties 

11. The claimants are optimistic that this timetable will ensure that the 

statements of issue, relief and claim will be able to be filed with full 

knowledge of the Inquiry’s scopes, and the particular issues at hand. Any 

other approach risks misalignment between these matters, and potential 

delays if retrospective amendments are needed. 

Response to contemporary status of the Inquiry 

12. In closing, the claimants would also like to draw attention to the following 

statement from the Presiding Officer in the Memorandum-Directions:6 

I can confirm that the Tomokia ngā tatau o Matangireia – the 

Constitutional (Wai 3300) Kaupapa Inquiry is a contemporary 

claims inquiry. What that means is that we are focused on 

historical developments as context in order to understand 

constitutional issues from 1992. 

13. While submissions in relation to this matter were not invited in the 

Memorandum-Directions, the claimants wish to inform the Tribunal that they 

understood this to be both a historical and a contemporary inquiry.  

 
6  Wai 3300, #2.6.85 at [63]. 
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14. Almost all of the claimants’ grievances traverse both historical and 

contemporary grievances. Given that the claimants’ historical constitutional 

grievances have not been addressed in district inquiries, and s 6(2) of the 

Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975, which states that the Tribunal “must inquire into 

every claim submitted to it”, these matters are expected to be in focus in this 

Inquiry. There does not appear to be any jurisdictional bar preventing them 

from being heard. 

15. The claimants note that multiple applicant counsel made this point at the 

judicial conference on 30 March 2026, and therefore humbly request the 

opportunity to file further legal submissions in relation to the Inquiry’s 

designation as both contemporary and historical.  

 

DATED this 28th day of April 2026 

 

______________________________________________ 

D C F Naden / H J Fletcher 
Counsel Acting  
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