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Sitting date: Wednesday 22 April 2026 

 

PRIME MINISTER 

Question No. 10 

DEBBIE NGAREWA-PACKER (Co-Leader—Te Pāti Māori) (15:03) on behalf of Rawiri 

Waititi (Co-Leader—Te Pāti Māori) to the Prime Minister: Does he stand by all his 

Government’s statements and actions? 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR (Deputy Prime Minister) (15:04) on behalf of the Prime Minister: 

Absolutely, I stand by all of the Government’s statements and actions, particularly those that 

have benefited Māori in the form of five charter schools, which are lifting achievement and 

showing real tino rangatiratanga in action, allowing communities to take charge of their 

destiny, with education. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Does he stand by voting against the Treaty principles bill? 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: On behalf of the Prime Minister, absolutely. One of the things that 

the Treaty promised was the rule of law, but the rule of law needs to be clear and accessible 

to all people, and that is why, as part of a coalition agreement between New Zealand First 

and the National Party, we are clarifying and, in some cases, removing references to the 

Treaty principles in law. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Will he commit to opposing any similar legislation that comes 

from the Treaty clause review? 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: On behalf of the Prime Minister, no. I’ve just given a rationale for 

why the Government believes it is important to clarify and, in some cases, remove Treaty 

clauses from legislation, and so it would be rather strange to commit to opposing legislation 

designed to give effect to the policy intent that I’ve just said the Government has. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Point of order, Mr Speaker. Question No. 1 and question No. 2 

were very specific. One was: does he stand against the Treaty principle— 

SPEAKER: Yes, I heard them. What’s the problem? 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Question No. 2 was: will he commit to opposing similar 

legislation?—full stop. It was a yes or no. 

SPEAKER: No, you can’t ask for a yes or no answer. The Standing Orders will tell you that. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: What has changed in the Prime Minister’s position? 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: On behalf of the Prime Minister, it would appear by the member’s 

references to question No. 1 and question No. 2 that she is not thinking for herself, but 

simply reading off a sheet, and the next question that might be asked is: who wrote this 

stuff? None the less, the Prime Minister has not changed his position. If the member would 

like to point to a specific position that she believes the Prime Minister has changed, then I 

will attempt to answer on his behalf. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Why should New Zealanders trust the Prime Minister’s position 

on Te Tiriti when it shifts, dependent on what keeps this coalition together? 
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Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: On behalf of the Prime Minister, New Zealanders should trust the 

Prime Minister’s position on the Treaty because this Government has actually delivered for 

Māori— 

Hon Willie Jackson: No, you haven’t. 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: —in practical ways. Someone has said that, no, we haven’t. Well, 

let me tell you a little bit about it. the number of Māori new entrants who are at or above 

expectations was 25 percent. Only one in four Māori students, the new entrants, was at or 

above expectations for things like reading and maths and writing, things that give people a 

future—only one in four. In the couple of years we’ve been in, we’ve got it up to 43 percent. 

We’ve nearly doubled the number of young Māori new entrants who are meeting 

expectations for critical skills that will give them real mana in the future and the ability to 

navigate their century on their terms, equipped with the taiaha of knowledge. That’s why we 

should be trusting this Prime Minister on the Treaty, because we’re getting actual practical 

results, and these guys say that we’re not getting results. Maybe they think that young Māori 

reading and writing doesn’t matter. Certainly, from the results they got in Government, it 

seems that’s exactly what they think. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Is the Prime Minister saying—[Interruption] 

SPEAKER: Hang on. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Kia ora. Is the Prime Minister saying that his position on Te Tiriti is 

dependent on political convenience? 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: On behalf of the Prime Minister, no, but I think we’re seeing a very 

good example of what happens when you give a job to the wrong person. You see, this 

question was down under the name of Rawiri Waititi— 

SPEAKER: No, no. Sorry, Mr Seymour— 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: —and we’ve now got a member who can’t think on her feet just 

reading off a script. 

SPEAKER: The member knows that you can’t refer to matters in that way. 

Rt Hon Chris Hipkins: The question was also to the Prime Minister. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Neither is the Prime Minister here. Can the Prime Minister 

explain—[Interruption] 

SPEAKER: Just a moment. Absolute silence, apart from the person asking the question. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Can the Prime Minister explain why his Government is prioritising 

Treaty clause changes over urgent action on the cost of living, fuel security, and climate 

resilience? 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: On behalf of the Prime Minister, the Government is not prioritising 

changes to Treaty clauses over action on the cost of living and fuel security. As important as 

the changes to the Treaty clauses may be to the future of this country, Ministers are meeting 

every morning at quarter to 8 to get situational updates and check on progress in relation to 

the fuel situation. Ministers are meeting several times a day—Nicola Willis is here, and she’s 

probably getting sick of seeing me; I think this is our third meeting in 24 hours before 

question time—about the Budget, which is designed to take the pressure off inflation and 

interest rates, which were so devastating to Kiwi households when those guys were in 
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power. The priorities of this Government are the cost of living and the fuel crisis, and the No. 

1 way to understand someone’s priorities is to see how— 

SPEAKER: Good—shorten it up. 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: —they spend their time. You can see how we’re spending ours. I 

hate to think how that member has been spending hers—obviously, not preparing for 

question time. 

SPEAKER: Shorten it up. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Does the Prime Minister accept that stronger partnership with 

Māori under Te Tiriti would improve national resilience, and, if not, what evidence does he 

rely on to reject that? 

Hon DAVID SEYMOUR: On behalf of the Prime Minister, we actually believe that strong 

partnership with all New Zealanders strengthens resilience. We do not believe that New 

Zealanders should be ranked in a hierarchy of when their ancestors came to their land. We 

should be united by the fact that we are a nation of pioneers, with a spirit of adventure, who 

took huge risks many times to live in these beautiful islands—that is what unites us. 
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Sitting date: Thursday 23 April 2026 

EDUCATION 

Question No. 5 

 

HANA-RAWHITI MAIPI-CLARKE (Te Pāti Māori—Hauraki-Waikato) (14:25) to the 

Minister of Education: What assurances, if any, can she give to the Wai 3553 claimants 

that her education reforms will not risk long-term harm for Māori learners? 

 

Hon ERICA STANFORD (Minister of Education) (14:25): As proceedings for Wai 3553 are 

currently under way, I won’t be commenting on matters related to the claim, as I wish to 

respect the tribunal’s opportunity to consider all evidence carefully before reporting. I can, 

however, give assurances to all New Zealanders that raising achievement for Māori students 

is at the heart of my work programme. 

 

Hana-Rawhiti Maipi-Clarke: Will she commit to immediately halting her education reforms 

until the Waitangi Tribunal completes its inquiry and delivers its recommendations and she 

can assure the Wai 3553 claimants that she will meaningfully engage with Māori and the 

education sector before continuing with these reforms? 

 

Hon ERICA STANFORD: I will not be doing that, because as I said earlier, raising 

achievement for Māori students, for tamariki Māori, is at the heart of everything that we are 

doing. After decades of decline and stagnant, persisting gaps in achievement that everyone 

else has been ignoring, this Government is investing—[Interruption] 

 

SPEAKER: That’s enough down the end there. 

 

Hon ERICA STANFORD: This Government is finally investing in a bilingual education 

system more equitably than any other Government that I can remember. That is about 

raising achievement for Māori students. If you want to talk about the opposite of long-term 

harm for Māori students, it’s what we are investing today into our bilingual education system. 
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Sitting date: Tuesday 28 April 2026 

PRIME MINISTER 

Question No. 8 

DEBBIE NGAREWA-PACKER (Co-Leader—Te Pāti Māori) (14:27) to the Prime Minister: 

Does he stand by all his Government’s statements and actions? 

Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON (Prime Minister) (14:27): Yes. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Does the Prime Minister agree that the Treaty clause review will 

achieve the same effect as the Treaty principles bill, and, if so, will he be voting against any 

resulting legislation, just as he voted against the Treaty principles bill? 

Hon Shane Jones: Point of order. Speakers’ rulings are very clear—I think it’s 195—

Ministers are not responsible for responding to unsubstantiated allegations. That is clearly 

wrong. 

SPEAKER: Yes, but it was posed as a question, a question to the Prime Minister, who 

ranges over all topics. It’s something I’m sure he can answer quite succinctly. 

Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON: Well, what we’re doing is we’re making sure that there 

isn’t any uncertainty and that everybody’s clear with their obligations under legislation. Open 

ended, generic Treaty clauses cause confusion and don’t give clarity. We want them to be 

specific. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Can he name a single piece of legislation where Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi protections have been strengthened under this Government? 

Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON: Well, again, I’d just say the problem that we’re trying to 

address with this legislation are generic Treaty principle clauses that variously say, “give 

effect to” and “take account of” the principles. What we want is consistency so that 

everybody has clarity about the obligations they have to each other. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Is his Government removing Treaty clauses from legislation so 

that they can avoid honouring Te Tiriti o Waitangi in practice? 

Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON: No, and I reject the characterisation of that question. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Does he deny that this is a systemic roll-back of Te Tiriti o 

Waitangi? 

Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON: No, this is about making sure that everyone understands 

their specific roles and obligation to each other by having specific clauses that are relevant 

to the legislation. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: How much money is forecasted to be spend on the Treaty clause 

review in addition to the millions of dollars that have already been wasted on the failed 

Treaty principles bill? 

Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON: I can tell you, a lot less than Te Pāti Māori’s taxation 

policy. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: Why is his Government prioritising erasing Te Tiriti o Waitangi 

from our laws when Aotearoa is facing a climate crisis, a fuel crisis, and a cost of living 

crisis? 
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Rt Hon CHRISTOPHER LUXON: In answer to the first leg of the question, we’re not. 

SPEAKER: That question was out of order. It’s been answered. Is there another 

supplementary within the allocation? Not an extra. 

Debbie Ngarewa-Packer: OK. I’ve finished. 

SPEAKER: Good. 
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