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TENA E TE TARAIPIUNARA
MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

1. My name is William (Bill) Hori. | am one of the two living named claimants
for Wai 1312, along with Hinemoa Pourewa. The other named claimants,

Karanga Pourewa and Tarzan Hori, are sadly no longer with us.

2. | offer just a few brief observations about the Crown’s intention to weaken

its legislative obligations to uphold the principles of te Tiriti o Waitangi.

3. | recall being part of the masses that descended on Parliament in opposition
to the Treaty Principles Bill in 2024. When the Bill was resoundingly
defeated at its second reading, |, like the rest of the nation, thought that this
had been laid to rest. Now, | have to ask, how and why has this been
revived? And why was it done secretly? What purpose does that achieve
aside from undermining the trust of everyone, not just Maori, in the Crown

if it can just override the will of the nation?

4, Article 2 of te Tiriti emphasised Maori authority over our lands and taonga.
All of the Acts within scope of the Crown’s proposal are relevant to this,

whether directly or indirectly.

5. It is worth remembering what our rangatira who signed te Tiriti in 1840 had
in their possession in terms of whenua, resources and tino rangatiratanga,
and comparing that to what their descendants are left with today.
Successive governments have incessantly eroded our land, resources and
authority. Now they want control over the little that remains, and the little

that we managed to claw back.

6. Other than the controversial dawn raids of our Pacific Island peoples, no
other cultural group has been so singled out by the Crown as Maori. It is

almost like a genocide of our mana, our wairua and our identity.

7. It is also imperative to note that there are many hapd still yet to negotiate
Tiriti redress with the Crown, and this review will directly impact not only
those negotiations, but any co-governance agreement that may be entered

into.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Compared to the standard of “give effect to”, the language “take into
account” is like watering down something so heavily that you can’t
recognise the original product. When the language is “Give effect to”, it has
enabled some of our ropl to be at the decision-making table to some
extent, which | believe will be at huge risk if it is watered down to “take into

account”.

All we have ever asked from the Crown is that it honour its obligations under
te Tiriti. This review further diminishes that responsibility. When our Tiriti
rights are watered down to “take into account”, we become a consultation

tick box at the end of the process rather than a partner from the start.

The statistics for health, education, housing, justice and employment tell us
that Maori are impoverished and lead in the downward spiral of all of these
areas. The Crown should instead be creating policies and Acts that change
the trajectory of where our people are currently heading, as Aotearoa would

collectively benefit from a more productive society.

The introduction of Maori Wards to local councils has been a huge win for
Maori. The Far North District Council still retains those Maori Wards at this
stage and having that voice at the table has gone some way to fulfilling that
Crown-Maori partnership. That legislation has, | believe, been under threat

from this coalition Government since it came to power.

At present, the Resource Management Act 1991 in most cases requires a

Cultural Impact Assessment which takes into account:

a. tangata whenua values such as historic and present-day associations

with the land, waterways and natural resources;

b. potential impacts such as how the proposed project will affect
cultural landscapes, wahi tapu, mahinga kai and the ability to

practice traditional customs;

C. mitigation measures and recommendations to avoid, remedy or

mitigate any adverse cultural effects.

Te Rinanga o Whangaroa currently has a Resource Unit which handles these
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

enquiries. This goes some way to protecting the cultural landscape and
identity of nga hapl o Whangaroa. Weakening these measures will mean
that developers will be less inclined including to uphold tangata whenua

values.

The Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 introduced by this Government
undermines public consultation and removes necessary environmental
checks and balances. This Act has literally bulldozed over and threatened

tangata whenua values regarding our cultural landscape and identity.

This Government is seemingly introducing policies and Acts that have taken
us back decades, which will allow strip mining of our natural resources
irrespective of where those resources may be, and which puts all of our
conservation lands at risk. Even our moana is at risk of being mined. We
have some iconic reserves of national significance in Whangaroa that

tangata whenua will not want to see touched.

It would be great if this Government concentrated on providing better
healthcare for our Whangaroa community. We have been struggling for
some years now to acquire quality doctors and nurse practitioners to service
our community, Maori and Pakeha alike. In fact, there are no resident
doctors currently available. It has not helped that the system allows for four
health providers (Whangaroa Health Services, Whanau Ora, Broadway
Health, and Te Rinanga o Whangaroa) who compete for the same limited
resources allocated to Whangaroa. The statistics for Maori health are
shocking, so any review of smokefree and mental health legislation must

enhance Maori health rather than detract from it.

Any review of the Education and Training Act 2020 must advance the
opportunities for our tamariki to achieve higher educational qualifications

that enables them to compete for higher-paying jobs.

The Crown is very good at building prisons and incarcerating our people
(Ngawha, for example). A fallout from that is that, in some cases, families
have followed, which has brought another dynamic to the local community

that was not there previously.
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19. At a recent hapi hui at our marae at Te Touwai to discuss Whangaroa
redress, my niece (a registered nurse at Kawakawa Hospital) stood up and

said the following, which | tautoko completely:

| am not concerned so much about our whenua that we have lost; that will
take care of itself. But how do we change the trajectory of where our
people are currently heading as we are leading in all of the statistics at the

wrong end of the scale?

These are just some of the areas that impact on our people of Whangaroa.

20. Finally, | reflect that, as | was walking up to Parliament holding my Toiti te
Tiriti flag, | was heartened by a Pakeha family proudly holding a placard that

said, “No Kiwi without the Iwi”. The Crown would do well to remember this.

Dated at Kerikeri this 18th day of May 2026

Ml Mo

William Hori
Claimant for Wai 1312
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