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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 
 

1. I, Maia Nova Honetana, give this evidence on behalf of my whanau of Ngāti Tu 

ki Ngāpuhi in support of my claim to participate in this inquiry, dated 30 April 

2026. 

2. I am mother of Akira Kahu Kuranui Johnston, a 30 year old man from Whangārei. 

I have brought this claim with strong reference my lived experience as wahine 

Māori and caring mother trying desperately to take care of my son and provide 
him with fair treatment through a long and difficult journey with the justice system. 

 

FASD and ADHD 

3. Akira has been diagnosed with both Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder and 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (FASD and ADHD). 

4. These two diagnoses encompass together a wide range of symptoms which have 

affected every aspect of Akira’s life.  Akira has been disadvantaged in three 
particular ways: 

a. A lack of adequate education and difficulties in controlling his 

behaviour led him into care where he experienced many difficulties, 

got into trouble with the law, suffered abuse and failed to thrive as a 

child and adolescent; 

b. A lack of effective, timely and compassionate treatment in the Health 

system left him physically and mentally unwell over extended periods, 

with no support offered; and 

c. His interactions with the Justice system led to him being incarcerated 

for minor crimes from a young age, and often re-arrested for soft 

reasons such as failing to appear or breaching bail conditions, all 

related to his disabilities. 

5. The abolition of Te Aka Whai Ora, s. 7AA of the Oranga Tamariki Act and the 

weakening of provisions within the Corrections Act all specifically affect my son, 

weakening active protection, ensuring prejudice and heightening procedural 
insecurity. 

6. The further weakening overall of legislation to the standard of “take into account”, 

rather that various standards up to “give effect to” te Tiriti will simply mean, for 

us, additional barriers to getting Akira the support he needs.  In practice this is 



likely to mean (now he is an adult) more nights in police cells, more court 

appearances and the ever-present threat of imprisonment, despite the fact he 

has never been convicted of more than a minor crime. 

7. It is not a coincidence that this legislation, which mandates retreat from Te Tiriti 

principles and processes, has occurred at the same that that there is a significant 

expansion in the prison system. This amounts, in my view, to a government policy 
that more Māori should be put in prison and kept there. 

8. And, of course, young people like Akira cannot get the assistance they need 

within the prison system when generally has extremely poor health facilities and 

little therapy. 

9. The passing of the Treaty Principles Reform Bill will make things so much harder 

than they already area across a range of areas.  This is not what te Tiriti was 

intended to deliver to Māori. 

10. I support the claimants’ position that the prejudice arising from these proposals 
is immediate and potentially irreversible. Once Treaty protections are repealed 

or weakened through legislation, it may be very difficult to restore them. 

11. I support the claim and respectfully ask the Tribunal to support the remedies 

sought before further legislative changes are progressed. 

 
 
Dated at Te Tai Tokerau this 15th day of May 2025 
 
 

 

_____________________________ 

Maia HONETANA 

TO:  The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal, Wellington; 

All Counsel - Wai 3060 the Justice System kaupapa inquiry 
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