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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

1. I, Turoa Andrew Karatea, provide this reply evidence in response to Crown witness,
Mr Alexander Brunt (“Mr Brunt”) regarding spouse and partner support within the
Veterans’ Support Act 2014 (“the Act”), and briefly address comments made by
Mr David Foley concerning support available to spouses following the passing of a

veteran.
REPLY TO MR ALEXANDER BRUNT

2. During Hearing Week 7, my counsel referred to my evidence where he asked questions
regarding the support available to spouses of veterans suffering from untreated PTSD
and the impacts this had on whanau relationships, including situations involving

emotional and physical abuse resulting from untreated trauma.! Mr Brunt stated:

“that within the Veterans’ Support Act, there is counselling and support
available for the spouse and on the premise that they are still married or living

together”.?
3. Mr Brunt went on to say that:

“the predominant support”® under the Act “is focused in and around the
veteran and so the wider entitlements and support system for the spouse come

from other organisations within the support system”.*

4, In my earlier evidence at Hearing Week 4 in Whakatane,® | explained that when we
came home from war, we were not the same men anymore. The war changed the way
we behaved, the way we thought, and it made it difficult to transition from military to
civilian life.® This caused me to reflect on the impacts my military service had on my

relationships and whanau following my return from Vietnam.

5. | also gave evidence that PTSD is real and harms the people you love, mentally and

physically.” When | eventually got married, my wife became the target of my mental

! Wai 2500, #4.1.16 at 363.

2 Wai 2500, #4.1.16 at 364.

3 Wai 2500, #4.1.16 at 364.

4 Wai 2500, #4.1.16 at 364.

5 Wai 2500, #4.1.13(a) at 461.
6 Wai 2500, #D30 at [29].

7 Wai 2500, #D30 at [30].
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abuse, and it was only after we parted, that | realised something was seriously wrong

with how | acted.?

While | remained in the Army after Vietnam, other veterans around me became part of
my rehabilitation and were people | could lean on and talk with because they

understood what we had been through.

However, after leaving the Army and entering into my first marriage, many of the
impacts of my military service became more visible in my everyday life. Looking back
now, | do not blame my first wife for what happened in our relationship. She was not
from a military background and did not fully understand why | behaved the way | did
following my military service. At that time, we were not receiving the support or

assistance that later became available through Veterans’ Affairs.

By the time support eventually became available to me, a lot of harm had already been
done, not just to me, but also the people around me. Those burdens were not carried

by me alone. They were also carried by my former wife, partner, and whanau.

| have now been with my current partner for about 34 years. She has stood by me
through the long-term impacts of my military service and has supported me through

the emotional, mental, and physical struggles.

By the time my current partner came into my life, | had started receiving more support
and assistance through veterans’ services. That support helped address some of the

issues that had affected my earlier marriage.

My current partner has become a key part of my ongoing rehabilitation and support.
She has helped me through the long-term effect of my military service and has carried
those burdens with me for many years. During Hearing Week 7, | also heard a response
from Mr David Foley, regarding support that may be available for whanau after a

veteran passes away, where he stated that:

“there are a number of entitlements that we can provide, and these may
include end of life support in the home and equipment, together with providing

transport for whanau to support them”.?

8 Wai 2500, #D30 at [31].
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With that response, | still remain uncertain about how those supports operate in
practice for long-term, surviving partners who have spent many years supporting

veterans through the impacts of military service.

In my earlier evidence, | also said that families could not fulfil the solace that only
comes from people who have been to war, because families suffered too. That remains
true today. The impacts of military service do not stop with the veteran. They continue
through the whanau, relationships, and the people who spend years helping veterans

carry those burdens.

Mr Brunt’s response at paragraph [3] made me think about the difficulties veterans,
partners and whanau can face in understanding and accessing support systems. In my
own experience, support for spouses and partners across different organisations can
be difficult to navigate, particularly while dealing with the long-term impacts of military

service.

| heard Crown evidence®® presented at Hearing Week 5 in Waiouru which relied on the
Army’s Bicultural Policy. It has since been announced that the Policy has been ‘paused’.
| am concerned that given how the Crown is changing a policy it said was not going to
be changing, they could then change the rules for entitlements to surviving spouses or

partners!! of veterans also. This is a worry | have for my partner of several years.

| provide this reply evidence because | believe the experiences of wives, partners, and
whanau who have stood beside veterans through the long-term impacts of military

service should continue to be recognised and properly considered.

DATED this 12" day of May 2026

TAKernea

Matua Turoa Karatea

° Wai 2500, #4.1.16 at 165.

10 Major General Rose King (Wai 2500, #E24), Warrant Officer Aaron Morrison (Wai 2500, #E25).

11 Surviving Spouse or Partner Pension Policy - https://www.veteransaffairs.mil.nz/assets/Policy/Surviving-Spouse-or-Partner-
Pension-policy.pdf.
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