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TĒNĀ, E TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI 

Introduction | Tīmatanga 

1. These submissions are filed for Waitaha te Iwi ki te Waipounamu 

(Wai 3418), an interested party in this inquiry. 

Analysis | Tātaritanga 

2. Waitaha te Iwi ki te Waipounamu approaches these issues from a 

tikanga perspective. For this iwi Te Tiriti o Waitangi is not merely a 

statutory reference or interpretive aid:1  

It is understood as a living expression of whakapapa, 

relational authority, and enduring intergenerational 

obligation grounded in the continuity of generations. 

3. As a result,  Waitaha te Iwi ki te Waipounamu say that repeal or 

weakening of Treaty clauses does not just change the language of 

legislation, it disrupts the relationship between Crown law and 

tikanga-based systems of authority.  

4. In particular, Waitaha te Iwi ki te Waipounamu is concerned about 

the proposed repeal of Treaty clauses in the Smokefree 

Environments and Regulated Products Act 1990, the Land 

Transport Management Act 2003, the Data and Statistics Act 2022, 

and the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996.  

5. Across each of these, the effect is the same: the erasure of an 

explicit obligation to engage with Māori on matters that directly 

affect Māori lives and futures.  

6. The Tribunal has now found that the Crown’s decision to 

downgrade Treaty standards represents a major breach of Te Tiriti 

 
1 Affidavit of Aroha Rickus Wai 3565 #A9 at [4]. 
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and its principles. 2  Our client’s position is that the same 

principles apply with equal force to the provisions that are the 

subject of this inquiry.  

Evidence | Taunakitanga 

7. Waitaha te Iwi ki te Waipounamu have filed the evidence of Aroha 

Rickus. 3  This evidence speaks to the tikanga foundation of 

Waitaha te Iwi ki te Waipounamu’s concerns and the practical 

prejudice that repeals or amendments will cause. 

Outcome Sought | Whakataunga  

8. Waitaha te Iwi ki te Waipounamu ask that the Tribunal:  

a. Find that the claims concerning the Treaty Clause Review 

are well founded, and that the Crown's proposed repeals 

and amendments are inconsistent with the principles of 

Te Tiriti o Waitangi. 

b. Recommend that the Crown immediately stop the 

proposed legislative changes. 

c. Recommend that any changes to Treaty provisions be co-

designed with affected iwi, hapū and Māori communities, 

including Waitaha te Iwi ki Te Waipounamu, in a manner 

consistent with Te Tiriti relationships and Tikanga, not 

imposed by the Crown. 

Dated: 20 May 2026  
  
 
 
 
Bryce Lyall     
Counsel for Wai 3418  

 
2 Waitangi Tribunal Hūtia te Rito o te Harakeke, kei Hea to Kōmako e Kō? The Interim Stage 
One Report of the Education and Training Amendment Act and Te Mātaiaho Urgent 
Inquiry (Wai 3553, 2026). 
3 Wai 3565 #A9. 




