
Appendix A: Tribunal Statement of Issues for Te Tinihanga o Ngā Mātāpono o te Tiriti 
– the Treaty Principles Reform Urgent Inquiry (Wai 3565).

(a) What is the Crown’s rationale for the decisions made by Cabinet on 23 February 2026?

(b) Did the Crown adequately inform itself of the effect on the Crown’s obligations and the
potential risks to the Treaty of Waitangi/te Tiriti o Waitangi interests of Māori created
by repealing or amending each of the provisions referring to the Treaty/te Tiriti
principles that are within the scope of the proposed reforms?

(c) In determining to repeal or amend each of those provisions, what, if any, measures did
the Crown take to ensure the Treaty/te Tiriti interests of Māori would be upheld within
the legislative frameworks to which each provision relates?

(d) To what extent is the process followed by the Crown consistent or inconsistent with
the principles of the Treaty/te Tiriti?

(e) What is the legal effect of the repeals of Treaty principles provisions proposed on the
Crown’s obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi/Te Tiriti o Waitangi and on the rights
of Māori therein recognised.

(f) What are the differences in legal meaning and effect between the current Treaty
principles provisions identified in the reform proposal and the proposed amendments
to those provisions by a Bill that will set the standard to one of ‘take into account’ the
Treaty of Waitangi/Te Tiriti o Waitangi and/or its principles.

(g) To what extent are each of the proposed repeals or amendments proposed under the
reform consistent or inconsistent with the principles of the Treaty/te Tiriti.

(h) What real and/or potential prejudice (in addition to the impact on mana, rangatiratanga,
and partnership) arises for Māori from the proposed reforms?

(i) Are opportunities for Māori to influence the proposed reforms consistent with Treaty/te
Tiriti principles?
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