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Purpose
1. This memorandum-directions:

(a) records my response counsel for the Crown’s request for the Crown witnesses to
present at hearing eight (25-29 May 2026) in person;

(b) records my response to parties’ request to appear in person at hearing nine, to
present summary closing submissions orally at hearing nine and to file full written
closing submissions after hearing nine; and

(c) confirms the timetable for hearing eight, including leave sought by counsel to
cross-examine hearing eight witnesses.

2. An updated list of filing milestones is attached as Appendix A.

Crown’s request for the Crown witnesses to present at hearing eight in person

3. On 11 May 2026, Tribunal staff received an informal query via email from counsel for the
Crown, Jeremy Prebble, Nixon Fong, Grace Seeley and Claire Downey, regarding the
possibility for the Crown witnesses presenting at hearing eight to appear in person.

4. On 12 May 2026, Tribunal staff contacted claimant coordinating counsel to ascertain their
preference, noting the Crown’s request to appear in person.

5. On 14 May 2026, claimant coordinating counsel informed the Tribunal, via email, that they
had discussed the above with claimant counsel and can confirm that they support the
Tribunal's preference that non-Wellington based claimants and counsel appear via AVL.

6. On 14 May 2026, via an email from the Tribunal Registrar, | informed parties that the
Crown’s request for their witnesses to be heard in person at hearing eight was granted.

7. | also confirmed that hearing eight will now be held as a hybrid hearing, with Wellington-
based counsel and witnesses welcome to appear in-person, and non-Wellington based
claimants and counsel to appear via AVL.

Crown memorandum regarding hearing nine

8. On 14 May 2026, counsel for the Crown filed a memorandum with the Tribunal addressing,
among other matters, hearing nine logistics and the filing of closing submissions (Wai
3325, #3.2.338).

Appearing in person at hearing week nine

9. Counsel acknowledged that hearing nine is scheduled to be held via AVL. However,
counsel submitted that ‘appearing in person for the final hearing week would be beneficial
for the presentation and responses to questions from the Panel’ (Wai 3325, #3.2.338 at
[8.2]).

10. On 18 May 2026, via an email from the Tribunal Registrar, | confirmed that hearing nine
will now also be a hybrid hearing. Wellington-based counsel are welcome to appear in-
person, and non-Wellington based counsel are to appear via AVL.



Presentation of closing submissions at hearing nine

11.

12.

13.

Counsel submitted that they had been in contact with claimant coordinating counsel and
parties jointly sought leave to present summary closing submissions orally at hearing nine,
with full written closing submissions to be filed at an agreed time after hearing nine (Wai
3325, #3.2.338 at [8.1]).

On 18 May 2026, via an email from the Tribunal Registrar, | granted the leave sought and
directed counsel to file to the dates originally stipulated for closing submissions. Claimant
counsel are directed to file summary closing submissions by 5 pm, Tuesday 26 May 2026.
Counsel for the Crown are directed to file summary closing submissions by 5 pm, Tuesday
2 June 2026.

Regarding the filing of the fulsome written closing submissions post-hearing nine, parties
are to liaise and agree on a timeline to present to the Tribunal. Once this has been
considered | will advise a filing deadline in later memorandum-directions.

Cross-examination requests and the hearing eight timetable

14.

15.

In memorandum-directions dated 8 May 2026, | directed claimant coordinating counsel
Bryce Lyall, Michael Sharp and Tania Te Whenua, to file hearing eight cross-examination
requests by 6 May 2026 and an updated draft timetable by 8 May 2026 (Wai 3325, #2.6.29
at [61]-[62]).

On 8 May 2026, the Tribunal received the updated draft timetable from claimant
coordinating counsel, inclusive of a list of claimant counsel cross-examination requests for
hearing eight (Wai 3325, #3.2.331(a)):

Witness Time (min)

Siobhan Routledge (#A129) e Bennion Law: 40

e Woodward Law/Michael
Sharp: 20

e Phoenix Law: 15

e Oranganui Legal: 5

e Te Whenua Law: 20

William John Martin (#A135) e Bryce Lyall: 10

e Bennion Law: 20

e Tukau Law: 40

e Woodward Law/Michael
Sharp: 15

e Te Whenua Law: 20

e Oranganui Legal: 5

Grahame Morton (#A155) e Phoenix Law: 15

e Claimant counsel: 95

16.

17.

On 15 May 2026, counsel for the Climate Change (Nga Toki Whakarururanga) (Wai 3395)
claim, Annette Sykes & Sam Vincent, filed a memorandum seeking leave to cross-examine
Crown witness Grahame Morton in hearing eight (Wai 3325, #3.2.337 at [2]).

Counsel requested 25 minutes to cross-examine Mr Morton, with the ability to also put
questions in writing.




Decision
18. | now confirm that the cross-examination requests from [14]-[17] are approved.

19. As there is a 95-minute allocation for claimant counsel cross examination Mr Morton with
no specific counsel specified, Ms Sykes’ requested cross-examination time will be
accommodated here.

20. | also confirm that Ms Sykes’ request to put additional questions in writing to Mr Morton is
approved. | will advise a filing deadline in later memorandum-directions.

21. | accordingly attach as Appendix B the final hearing eight timetable.

Me tuku atu te Kairéhita i tétehi kape o ténei whakahau ki €ra ki te rarangi whakamohio mo
Wai 3325, the Climate Change Periority Inquiry.

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the distribution list for Wai 3325, the
Climate Change Priority Inquiry.

WHAKAPUMAUTIA ki Kirikiriroa i te 21 o te Mei 2026

P

Kaiwhakawa Stephanie Milroy
Te Mana Whakahaere
TE ROPU WHAKAMANA | TE TIRITI O WAITANGI
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