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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL

On 9 April 2026, Judge Milroy, Presiding Officer of the Waipaoa Remedies
(Wai 3555) Inquiry directed inquiry parties to provide regular updates on
their research progress, the first of which is due by Thursday 7 May 2026.}
Counsel for Wai 78 provided an update on the status of technical research
on 26 August 2025, stating that Ngai Tai was yet to secure Crown Forestry
Rental Trust (CFRT) approved client status to obtain CFRT research funding
for the Wai 3555 inquiry.?

On 24 March 2026, counsel for Wai 78 informed the Tribunal that the
claimants were not in a position to become CFRT approved clients, and
therefore unable to access CFRT funding for research concerning the Wai

3555 inquiry.3

WAI 78 TECHNICAL RESEARCH UPDATE

As of Friday 1 May 2026, the Ngai Tai lwi Authority (NIA) have provided an
application for approved client status and a funding request for the Wai 3555
inquiry to CFRT. CFRT have confirmed that the NIA application will be
considered by CFRT Trustees at their 20 May 2026 meeting.* Counsel expects

an answer at the beginning of June 2026.

DATED at Wellington this 7" day of May 2026

Eve Rongo & Meg Lamont-Russell

Counsel for Wai 78

1\Wai 3555, #2.5.016 at [43].

2 Wai 3555, #3.1.027 at [3]-[4].

3 Memorandum of Counsel for Wai 78, filed on 24 March 2026 at [11].

4 CFRT Funding and Research Update for Waipdoa Remedies Inquiry, filed by Anita Miles on 5 May 2026 at [4].
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