Wai 3555, #3.1.55

IN THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL
KEI MUA I TE ROPU WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI

WAI 3555
IN THE MATTER OF the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975
AND
IN THE MATTER OF the Crown Forest Assets Act 1989
AND
IN THE MATTER OF claims to the Waipaoa Blocks (part of
the Mangatu State Forest)
MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FOR TE AITANGA A MAHAKI
(WAI 273/284)
7 May 2025
Solicitors: Counsel:
Roger Drummond Karen Feint KC
Gibson Sheat Thorndon Chambers
PO Box 2966 PO Box 1530
Wellington Wellington 6140
Phone: 04 496 9990 Phone: 04 460 0748
Email: roger.drummond@gibsonsheat.com karen.feint@chambers.co.nz
RECEIVED
Waitangi Tribunal
7 May 2026

Ministry of Justice
WELLINGTON



mailto:roger.drummond@gibsonsheat.com
mailto:karen.feint@chambers.co.nz
WIKITDE
Official

WIKITDE
RECEIVED

WIKITDE
Text Box
7 May 2026


Tena e Te Ropu Whakamana i te Tiriti o Waitangi

1. This memorandum is filed by counsel for Te Aitanga a Mahaki (Wai
273/284) to provide a research update as requested by the Tribunal
in its directions (Wai 3555, #2.5.16 at [43]).

2. Te Aitanga a Mahaki have engaged Bruce Stirling to prepare expert
historical evidence on the history of the Waipaoa blocks the subject
of this inquiry. Mr Stirling reports that he has commenced the
research, and anticipates completing it by approximately November
2026. However, if a Tribunal filing deadline emerges before that, he

would be able to complete it with 3 months’ notice.

3. Te Aitanga a Mahaki have also engaged Dr Richard Meade to provide
expert economic evidence updating the evidence that he provided in
the Mangatu Remedies Inquiry. Dr Meade is working to similar time

frames to Mr Stirling.

4, Te Aitanga a Mahaki can also report for the Tribunal’s information
that the Supreme Court has still not made a decision on the
application for leave to appeal, which was filed in December 2025. It
is anticipated that a decision will be made soon, and counsel will

update the Tribunal as soon as we have the decision.

Dated 7 May 2026

Karen Feint KC

Counsel for Te Aitanga a Mahaki Claimants
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