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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. Parties were directed to file questions of clarification and time and topic 

indications for the cross-examination of technical witnesses scheduled to 

present evidence at hearing week eight, commencing 8 June 2026, by 5pm 

yesterday, 19 May. 

2. Counsel apologise for the delay in filing and the Tribunal’s leave is sought 

to file this memorandum after the 19 May deadline. Further time has been 

required to finalise Crown questions of clarification due, in part, to Crown 

counsel’s involvement in other matters currently before the Tribunal. 

3. The Crown’s indications of time required for the cross-examination of 

hearing nine technical witnesses, and topic indications, are as follows: 

3.1 120 minutes for cross-examination of Mr Stirling, in relation to 

which Crown questioning topics will include methodology, scope 

and sources consulted, and Crown actions in relation to pardons 

granted to individuals, including in this inquiry district.  

3.2 60 minutes for cross-examination of Ms Bassett, in relation to 

which Crown questioning topics will include the sources consulted 

by the researchers, the purpose of acquisitions of land in the 

inquiry district for public works, and related processes by which 

lands taken for public works were acquired.  

3.3 60 minutes for cross-examination of Dr Wood, in relation to which 

Crown questioning topics will include matters which Dr Spinks said 

at hearing week 8 would be best addressed by Dr Wood, and 

Crown actions in relation to public works and environmental 

issues, introduced species, and resource management in the 

inquiry district. 

3.4 45 minutes for Mr Derby, in relation to which Crown questioning 

topics will include Crown actions and relationship with Ngāi 

Tamahaua in the period covered by the report.  
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4. Questions of clarification for these witnesses are appended to this 

memorandum. 

20 May 2026 

C Linkhorn / D Hunt  
Counsel for the Crown 

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel 




