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Treaty References Review 

On behalf of the Prime Minister, thank you for your letter of 22 April 2026 expressing your 
concerns about the Government’s review of references to the principles of the Treaty of 
Waitangi in legislation. 

I value the engagement that we have on issues that are important to you, and I’m advised the 
Prime Minister’s office has arranged a time for us all to meet. I will ensure that you have copies 
of the relevant Cabinet decision-making documents to date. 

In the meantime, I thought it could be useful for me to provide some more detail about two 
aspects of the review.   

Progress this term 

The Government’s aim is to have draft legislation introduced to the House this term.  A full 
Select Committee process is important to achieving our objective of improving certainty and 
clarity in the Treaty principles provisions.  As a result, the draft legislation will not be enacted 
this term. 

Standardisation is a starting position 

Your letter raises concern about standardisation and impact on legislation outside of the 
review. 
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The Government considers that standardising terminology in legislation to provide most 
effectively for Treaty obligations is a useful starting point for improving certainty and clarity 
about Parliament’s intent.  However, the Government recognises that there can be good 
reason to use different terminology in appropriate cases.  The Government is therefore still 
considering the best approach to some of the Treaty principles references.   

I look forward to meeting and the opportunity to hear your views on this matter and your vision 
for a thriving Treaty relationship into the future. 

Yours sincerely 

Hon Paul Goldsmith 
Minister of Justice 




