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TENA, E TE ROPU WHAKAMANA | TE TIRITI O WAITANGI:

1. This memorandum is filed on behalf of Te Rinanga o Ngati Hine (Wai
682).
2. This memorandum responds to the memorandum filed by Phoenix

Law dated 28 May 2026 seeking leave to cross-examine Crown

witnesses at the forthcoming hearing."

3. By way of background, a claimant counsel teleconference was
convened on 26 May 2026 to discuss hearing planning matters,

including the approach to cross-examination of Crown witnesses.

4. In light of Chief Judge C Fox’s directions regarding efficiency within the
hearing timetable,? claimant counsel agreed that cross-examination of
Crown witnesses would be conducted by lead counsel on behalf of
participating parties. It was further agreed that claimant counsel could
provide proposed questions to lead counsel to ensure relevant matters

were addressed while avoiding duplication.

5. Counsel submit that granting leave to one party to depart from the
agreed approach would undermine the collective position reached by
claimant counsel and would be unfair to other counsel who agreed to
forgo the opportunity to personally cross-examine witnesses, and

instead feed questions and issues through lead counsel.

6. Within the draft timetable, provision has already been made for
claimant counsel questioning of Crown witnesses should further issues
be required. That allocation also formed part of the collectively agreed
approach reached by claimant counsel during hearing planning

discussions.

"' Wai 3565, #TBC, Memorandum of Counsel seeking leave to cross-examine Crown
witnesses (28 May 2026).

2 Wai 3565, #2.5.8 — Memorandum-directions of Chief Judge Dr C L Fox on procedural
matters for urgent inquiry and addressing request for full claimant status, (20 May 2026)
at [10].



7. Respectfully, counsel for the applicants in this urgent inquiry oppose

the leave sought at this juncture.
I TENEI RA, i Kirikiriroa, i te 28 o Haratua 2026

Dr Season-Mary Downs/Chelsea Terei-Tipene/Jessica Hita
Nga roia mo nga kaikeréme
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