
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL   

        Wai 1511 
 
 

CONCERNING the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 
 
 
 
 

AND the Ngāi Tamatea Hapū ki 

Waiotahe Lands claim  
  

 
 

MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 

 
The Registrar is directed to add to Wai 1511 an amended statement of claim received on 22 
April 2026 and to record its date of receipt in the register of claims.   
 
This amendment seeks to add further allegations to the claim regarding the Constitution.  
These allegations of the Crown breaching the Treaty of Waitangi include: 

• unilaterally assuming the sole source of supreme sovereignty in Aotearoa; 

• failing to adequately protect and give effect to Māori rangatiratanga within Aotearoa 
New Zealand’s constitutional and legal framework; 

• failing to entrench or adequately protect Treaty rights within constitutional instruments; 

• failing to ensure meaningful Māori participation in constitutional decision-making; 

• failing to recognise and provide for tikanga Māori and Māori governance systems within 
the constitutional framework; and 

• failing to design constitutional arrangements that achieve equitable outcomes for 
Māori. 

 
The claimant also seeks a variety of relief, including recommendations that the Crown: 

• recognise and give effect to tino rangatiratanga in constitutional arrangements; 

• establish a Te Tiriti-based constitution grounded in partnership; 

• entrench the status of Te Tiriti o Waitangi as supreme law; 

• provide for shared governance and co-design in national decision-making; 

• recognise tikanga Māori as a source of law; 

• ensure enforceable protections for Māori rights; and 

• undertake constitutional transformation in partnership with Māori. 
 
The amendment is to be entered on Wai 1511, the Ngāi Tamatea Hapū ki Waiotahe Lands 
claim, as document #1.1.1(g). 
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The Registrar is to send a copy of this direction to the claimants and give notice of the 

amendment to those on the notification list for: 

• Wai 1511, the Ngāi Tamatea Hapū ki Waiotahe Lands Claim; and  

• Wai 3300, Tomokia ngā tatau ō Matangireia, the Constitutional Kaupapa Inquiry    
 

DATED at Wellington this 21st day of May 2026 

 

 
 

 
Judge Sarah Reeves 
Deputy Chairperson 
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