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Introduction and role 

1. Tena koe, Madam Chair.

2. By way of introduction, my name is Grahame Morton and I am the Deputy

Secretary for the Americas and Asia Group at MFAT. In that capacity, I'm

responsible for New Zealand's relationships across those regions, including

with the United States.

3. As part of that role, I have also been asked to oversee MFA T's engagement on

critical minerals negotiations with the United States, working alongside MBIE,

which leads the domestic policy framework.

4. In this summary, I will briefly outline MFAT's role in relation to critical minerals

and regulation of the New Zealand industry, how that work sits within the

Government's Minerals Strategy to 2040 (the Minerals Strategy), and then

turn to our more recent engagement with the United States.

Minerals Strategy and MFAT's place within it 

5. The Government's Minerals Strategy was released in January 2025. That

strategy was developed by MBIE and sets the overall direction for the sector,

including how the Crown approaches both economic opportunities and its

commitments under Te Tiriti.

6. MBIE leads that strategy. MFAT's role has been more recent and is more

specific, it sits within what the strategy describes as Outcome 3 - building

international partnerships to support resilient supply chains.

7. In practice, what that means is that we bring a foreign policy perspective to

what is, at its core, a domestic policy area. That includes supporting

participation in global discussions within the context of New Zealand's

relationships with other countries and conducting government­

to-government engagement. We do that alongside MBIE, which has expertise

in the industry and leads the domestic policy framework. That work together

on our engagement offshore ensure we remain aligned with the

Government's priorities, as set out in the Minerals Strategy.

8. In practice, leads can vary. MBIE leads some international technical and

regulatory work on critical minerals, such as in the Organisation for Economic
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