
BEFORE THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL WAI 3325 

UNDER the Treaty of Waitangi Act 

1975 

IN THE MATTER OF the Climate Change Priority 

Inquiry  (Wai 3325) 

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF A claim by Mere Brooks, 

John Hooker, Alan Joseph 

Fred Hooker and Allen 

Webb for and on behalf of 

members of their respective 

hapū of Ngāruahine (Wai 

3382) 

MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL ON MATTERS OF REPLY 

Dated this 25th day of May 2026 

Annette Sykes & Co 

Barristers & Solicitors 

8 – Unit 1 Marguerita Street 

Rotorua, 3010 

Phone: 07-460-0433 

Counsel Acting: Annette Sykes, Sam Vincent 

Email: asykes@annettesykes.com; sam@annettesykes.com 

Wai 3325, #3.2.347

mailto:asykes@annettesykes.com
mailto:sam@annettesykes.com
Arapera Tapiata
New Stamp

Arapera Tapiata
New Stamp

Arapera Tapiata
Text Box
25 May 26



MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 3382, a claim by Mere 

Brooks, John Hooker, Alan Joseph Fred Hooker and Allen Webb for and on behalf 

of members of their respective hapū of Ngāruahine. 

2. Having received the evidence filed by the Commission, counsel are considering 

filing written evidence in reply.  

3. Counsel acknowledge that the relevant issue is whether New Zealand’s statutory 

framework for climate change ensures Treaty compliance across the bodies 

responsible for administering, supporting or advocating for effective climate 

change policy and actions, and in maintaining the Crown-Māori relationship. In 

this regard, any evidence filed in reply will be necessarily limited in scope by 

comparison with the issues regarding the Climate Change Commission as pleaded. 

4. In the Commission’s evidence, the Commission discussed its “organisation wide 

iwi/Māori communications and engagement strategy” and focus on internal 

cultural capability supported by the Chief Advisor Māori.  

5. As part of her reply evidence when she presents, Ms Cole would like to briefly 

speak to the value of dedicated Māori policy teams in the public service, and why 

in her view a “one size fits all” model does not work. This evidence would not be 

directed at the Climate Change Commission, nor address any further the 

disestablishment of the Ohu Māori. 

6. Ms Cole’s full prepared statement for her reply evidence is provided with this 

memorandum. 

Dated this 25th day of May 2026 

 

 

 

                                            Annette Sykes                                      Sam Vincent 
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