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Reply Evidence - Oral Statement of Alison Cole

Nga mihi nui ki te whare, ki te whenua, ki a koutou katoa.

1. Thave reviewed much of the Crown’s filed evidence in this inquiry, including
in particular the evidence of Paul Stocks from MBIE. This is my response to
that evidence.

2. I want to start by saying that our evidence in this inquiry is why we are so
proud to be Maori. [ am so proud of the inherent tika me te pono within our
tikanga. Aotearoa is so lucky that we have whanau, hapu, iwi, mana whenua,
tangata whenua, living the matauranga and korero tuku iho from our tiupuna
about the unconditional, non-negotiable, central importance of kaitiakitanga.

3. There can be no greater contribution to the Treaty partnership between
Maori and the Crown than the ingredients for a livable planet. The simple
truth is that the elements of kaitiakitianga are currently not central to the
current Crown model of extractive capitalism and neocolonialism through
cultural dominance and annihilation through assimilation. We want to work
with the Crown to reorientate back to kaitiakitanga.

4. My tikanga research and my work alongside my whanaunga as kaitiaki
shows that we as Maori are the living and breathing demonstration that
there IS a way to build socio-economic laws and policies which are good for
the planet, good for Maori, good for the Crown, good for tangata Tiriti, and
indeed, the only option under Te Tiriti and the only option for survival of the
planet in the face of climate change. Because kaitiakitanga is unconditional,
non-negotiable, and the central organizing principle under our tikanga.

5. Sadly, what [ have seen from the Crown’s evidence is that they still aren’t
getting it. Continued and even intensified extraction of and reliance on fossil
fuels is presented in Paul Stocks’ evidence as essential for our wellbeing.
Nothing could be further from the truth. The Crown is investing in various
other forms of energy apparently in response to climate change, but these are
all red herrings - carbon capture, utilization and storage, hydrogen, LNG, so-
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recommendations by regulating agencies to attain efficiencies? - this is not
the solution to the climate crisis.

6. Paul Stocks in his briefs discussed various Crown climate-related policies
about our rohe which were not co-designed with us at all. Such is the case
with the Crown’s promotion of offshore wind energy in our rohe moana as
John and I have explained in our reply affidavit.

7. But worse than just excluding us from climate-related policies and the
development of purported solutions, we are having these solutions forced on
us. It's the same thing we have had to deal with again and again - through the
many decades that we have had the crown extract petroleum from our
whenua and moana without our consent, to the Kapuni hydrogen project to
produce urea which we fought against, and now to offshore wind proceeding,
regardless of our concerns, in our rohe moana. The Crown is misrepresenting
and lying about engagement of us, such as with the hui between MBIE and
iwi representatives on 21 August 2025 about amendments to the offshore
renewable energy bill, referred to at paragraph 8 of Paul Stocks’
supplementary brief, which corresponds to Minister Simon Watts’ cabinet
paper of 24th April 2026 stating that “Taranaki iwi and hapi... do not
oppose”3 the amendments to the offshore renewable energy bill. We never
even had a single engagement hui, let alone engagement which enables co-
design of the law and policy as required under Te Tiriti.

8. However, I still have hope that this inquiry can make findings to help the
Crown, so I will apply some key foundational aspects from my previous
evidence to what the Crown is currently saying and doing.

9. Firstly, the reason why I began my research report with Te Kore and Te Po,
through the purakau on the origins of the universe and the origins of
knowledge with the three kete, was to invite the Crown witnesses to read,
absorb, and respond within that world view. Sadly, they did not take this up. I
wanted to see affidavits which literally stated their whakaaro on this korero
and [ wanted to know whether they understand why it is so important to us
in the conversation regarding climate change. Do they understand the
significance of Tane as opposed to Whiro gaining the kete of matauranga?
What does the Crown think about how Whiro relates to climate change and
what nga atua represent within climate change, as principles of quantum
physics and universal systems? What would the Crown’s conclusions be if the
Crown was living under these natural laws of ao Maori?

2 https://www.comcom.govt.nz/news-and-media/news-and-events /2026 /joint-
open-letter-calls-for-efficient-solutions-to-growing-networks/

3 https://www.mbie.govt.nz/dmsdocument/31964-proposed-changes-to-the-
offshore-renewable-energy-bill
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We all know purakau expressions, like saying that we are all stardust and
that the earth is our mother. There is a reason why within pirakau we mean
these literally. I want the Crown representatives to imagine the earth as your
mother. Imagine cutting out her organs, mining minerals and petroleum,
trafficking these organs en mass for someone else to make trinkets out of.
For what? For a passing moment of gratification? This makes no sense. It is
not necessary. There is another way of living, and under Te Tiriti, the Crown
is obliged to uphold it.

To be explicit, my research on tikanga and kaitiakitanga shows that these
concepts are not myopic - kaitiakitanga is not a narrow sighted concept that
applies only when is convenient. The ao Maori worldview is not myopic. It is
holistic and pervasive. We need to see this approach within climate policy
under Te Tiriti. In other words, we need to see ourselves in climate policy. At
present, we are nowhere near seeing ourselves in climate policy and Paul
Stock’s briefs are self-evident in this regard.

My response to Paul Stocks and the Crown’s evidence in the whole is that
climate change is not just a problem of fossil fuels. It is the problem of the
mindset the Crown has inherited - the mindset of the colonial capitalist with
extractive violent relationships with mother earth. It is the problem of the
absence of kaitiakitanga and partnership under Te Tiriti. We don’t solve the
climate crisis by the same modality that caused it - it is not a solution to cut
up and rape Papatuanuku more and more to get rare earth minerals to build
solar panels and wind turbines and batteries exhaustively as if she isn’t a
finite living being who needs our care and attention under our mutual
relationship of kaitiakitanga.

We must remember that tikanga is both procedural and substantive law. I
provided the references in my original report. Under Te Tiriti, our tikanga is
central to our sovereignty. Under tikanga, we need tika procedure i.e.
engagement in accordance with our tikanga, and we need tika substantively
ie outcomes that reflect the central foundational importance of kaitiakitanga,
true kaitiakitanga, not myopic kaitiakitanga. Kaitiakitanga from the start, in
perpetuity, comprehensively across all mechanisms of law, policy, and
regulation. In the Crown’s energy policies and policy-making, we do not have
tika procedure, and we do not have tika outcomes.

Before I move into reaffirming examples of the solutions which flow from my
evidence, I realised that I should provide a brief overview of some basic
examples of how the articles of Te Tiriti relate to climate change. I realize I
had mistakenly assumed that this was pretty obvious but Paul Stocks’
evidence suggests maybe I should be clearer.

Under Article 1, we need our sovereignty upheld. Climate change is
antithetical to our tikanga, it is genocide, and the gravest crime against
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humanity. Our sovereignty rights to have this top priority reflected in all law,
policy and regulations must be implemented immediately under Maori-led
co-design.

Under Article 2, we need our taonga protected. Taonga includes nature, wai,
moana, species, our health, our economy centered on holistic,
comprehensive, hauora.

Under Article 3, we need equitable outcomes.

To better demonstrate my reply to Paul Stock’s evidence, it may be necessary
to examine the three Articles in their broader context. Relevant to article 1 -
and tino rangatiratanga - in his evidence Paul Stocks refers to Crown
climate-related policies about our rohe which were not co-designed with us
at all. And perhaps there is also a misunderstanding that the Crown doesn’t
have to answer for the harm that Crown policies have locked in for our
moko’s mokos. It is true that climate change is the result of a global chain of
causation which originates with political and economic power structures, but
the Crown was and is a critical component of this liability chain. In my report
[ documented the actions of the Crown directly linking muru me te raupatu
to fossil fuel extraction as continual and on-going breaches of Te Tiriti, up to
the present day, such as the failure to co-design a Maori climate strategy
within the deadline in the Climate Change Response Act and the Crown'’s
failures to reduce emissions. So the Treaty breaches are established. It is not
a matter of whether the Crown’s actions could “stop climate change” because
the issue under Te Tiriti is not whether the Crown attained a global outcome,
but whether the Crown honoured Te Tiriti. And my research report showed
that the pervasive, non-negotiable, unconditional centrality of kaitiakitanga,
as a result of guaranteeing co-design of law and policy to maintain our
sovereignty under Article 1, we would have cut our nation-wide emissions to
true zero decades ago. Because under my understanding of tikanga, as my
research around rahui on the historical record demonstrated, with the full
and proper application of Article 1, the Criminal Code for Aotearoa would
class environmental harm as a crime en par with murder. That is what [ am
saying the true sovereignty of Article 1 under our tikanga would look like.

Similarly, under Article 2, my reply to Paul Stocks’ evidence is that our taonga
must be protected under the non-negotiable laws of kaitiakitanga. This is
seen particularly in the current urgency regarding the Offshore Renewable
Energy Bill which is meant to soon become law. There has been absolutely no
support from the Crown to draft legislation which centralizes kaitiakitanga
and mandates companies to prioritize early partnerships and responsiveness
to tangata whenua - indeed, pre-engagement patai were sent a year ago to
company reps and are still not answered, and the Crown has ignored our
patai in public online zooms as per our earlier oral evidence. The result of
trampling over our rights is that we now face a serious threat to taonga. If the



Crown had enabled our kaitiakitanga, there is no way offshore wind would
proceed given the known harm to our tipuna, tupua, and taonga in the
moana, as has been documented through research which we have become
familiar with.* We understand that our concerns are not for determination in
this inquiry, but we wish to put it on the record that we have concerns. The
atea in front of our wharenui that we are in now is patterned with the image
of our kaitiaki, the whai. She sees by the magnetic forces of the earth. The
wind turbines create electromagnetic fields which will blind her. Same with
our taniwha, our mako. Same with our pitharau and tuna who migrate to
Tonga to breed. The ocean mixing from the hundreds of turbines, combined
with the change in direction of the Southern Meridional Overturning
Circulation and the marine heat wave, will absolutely destroy the horizontal
water columns needed for all marine species, not to mention our tohora blue
whale which only live in our mana moana in South Taranaki. There is still
time for the Crown to act urgently to address this, stop the Offshore
Renewable Energy Bill and Regulations and their laws and policies
threatening our taonga, in order to engage in meaningful co-design.

20. Finally, my response to Paul Stocks’ evidence and the Crown’s evidence on
the whole, which shows example after example of policies designed without
us, which harm taonga and which kaitiaki must oppose, is that there is a
structural problem underlying this. Under Article 3 of Te Tiriti, the Crown
has the obligation, under the exercise of kawanatanga, to ensure equitable
outcomes. This very clearly mandates legislation that is far stronger than for
instance section SMF of the Climate Change Response Act which requires the
Climate Change Commission to consider in its work te ao Maori, the Crown-
Maori relationship, and effects on Maori - under article 3 we need legislation
that goes beyond a mandatory consideration into a mandatory
implementation such that public servants, as agents of the Crown, are not
afforded a scope of discretion that risks breaching Te Tiriti. As I've said,
kaitiakitanga is a central organizing principle within tikanga. So the public
service cannot operate in a manner where they only hire people to perform
kawanatanga on behalf of only one side of the Treaty partnership. That is not
equality and it certainly is not equity. And I would go further to say that this
obligation under Te Tiriti also mandates that public sector teams must have
dedicated Maori policy units. The singular or token Maori staff member is not
only dangerous for the wellbeing of that kaimahi isolated culturally and at
risk of structural violence and moral injury, but this is also dangerous for the

4 See: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03036758.2024.2406829
Hale, R., Thompson, D., Brough, T., Kregting, L., Hayden (Ngati Huia ki Poroutawhao,
Ngati Raukawa ki te Tonga, Te Atiawa ki Whakarongotai, Ngati Toa, Ngati Pakeha),
M., Parsons, D,, ... Stevens, C. (2025). Environmental implications of future offshore
renewable energy development in Aotearoa New Zealand. Journal of the Royal
Society of New Zealand, 55(4), 912-945.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03036758.2024.2406829
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development of policy compliant with Te Tiriti and, particularly for climate
change issues, reflective of the non-negotiable necessity of kaitiakitanga. It is
well documented across all minority and vulnerable groups that so-called
mainstreaming by itself does not work.> Mainstreaming gender issues simply
gets them dissipated and stomped out by the majority and patriarchy
without a dedicated gender policy team, backed up by top-tier managers at
the final decision-making table. Similarly, indigenous policy fails without
dedicated indigenous teams and top-tier managers. Mainstreaming for
indigenous and Maori rights is even more dangerous and violates Te Tiriti
because generalized mainstreaming treats Indigenous communities as just
another demographic rather than as sovereign peoples with distinct rights
and cultural worldviews. Mainstreaming enforces a "one-size-fits-all" model,
burying Indigenous needs under broader bureaucracy and systemic
inequality. The treaty mandates the resourcing of dedicated policy teams,
senior leadership to back up those policy teams, and transparency around
final decision making rather than red-line editing over Maori policy or
selective work streams that dilute the truth of kaitiakitanga. Some may say
I'm not being realistic, but look, realistically, what should be happeningisa 1
for 1 resourcing of a tangata whenua public servant for every tauiwi public
servant, but [ can recognize the importance to compromise in these interim
stages as we embed the honouring of Te Tiriti.

21. The solutions therefore, are relatively clear, and dare I say, simple:
Value kaitiakitanga most highly
Allocate more than sufficient resources
Mainstream the creation of Maori policy units & senior management
Ensure early co-design of legislation through engagement under tikanga

Draft legislation which is mandatory in implementation, not just
considerations

Implement immediate policies to decrease electricity usage

Cease critical minerals extraction

5> See for example

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331148951 Failure of mainstream wel
l-being measures to appropriately reflect the well-

being of Indigenous and local communities and its implications for welfare polici
es and on gender within climate policy
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/sites/default/files /2024-

07 /pres 07 facilitator reference 2.pdf
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Immediate cessation of fossil fuel extraction and use

Implement policies which reduce consumption and enable the circular
economy

Enable the economy of mana motuhake with food production, maara kai &
community-based micro renewable electricity networks

22. At the end of the day, it is never our role to curtail our vision of the right tika
future for our moko. We need to decolonise our minds to the extent that we
are aware of the internalized male gaze, the internalized patriarchal colonial
capitalist voice which seeks to suppress the joyful expression of reclaiming
power to live today in a world governed by kaitiakitanga where Papatianuku
is healing and nga atua are realigning. It is not our role to self-silence. Say
what is right, what is tika, and lay down the wero for us all to live better. And
may the record reflect, for history and for our moko, that we have tried our
best to be heard. Thank you for listening.





