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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

1. This memorandum updates the Tribunal on the targeted reform of 

greenhouse gas emissions-related tort claims and the proactive release of 

Cabinet and Ministerial material.  

2. On 12 May 2026, Crown Counsel provided an update regarding Cabinet’s 

decision for a targeted reform of greenhouse gas emissions-related torts. 

3. As noted at yesterday’s hearing, counsel have been instructed to advise 

that key documents relating to that decision have been proactively 

released on the Ministry of Justice’s website.  

4. Claimant counsel queried yesterday whether the documents released by 

the Ministry of Justice were those referred to by Mike Smith in 

Radio New Zealand coverage of the targeted tort reform.1 Counsel for the 

Crown are not aware of the alleged documents referred to by Mr Smith 

and reiterate that the documents released by the Ministry of Justice are 

Cabinet and Ministerial material related to the targeted reform.  

5. For the Tribunal’s convenience, the proactively released documents are 

appended to this memorandum at Appendix A. 
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___________________________________ 
J Prebble / N Fong / G Seeley / C Downey 
Counsel for the Crown  

TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal 

AND TO: Claimant Counsel 

 
1  Lillian Hanly “‘A co-ordinated campaign of secret lobbying’ – climate activist” (25 May 2026) Radio New Zealand 

<www.rnz.co.nz>. 




