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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of the following claimants (“the 

claimants”). 

a. Ronald Miki Apiti (Wai 1501);  

b. Freda Moffit (Wai 1877);  

c. Makarita Tito (Wai 2072); and 

d. Marama Stead (Wai 1970);  

 

2. Ronald Miki Apiti (“Miki”) is well known to the Tribunal.  He has given evidence 

before this and other Tribunals.  He has been the RSA kaumatua and is the last 

surviving Vietnam veteran from the claimants.  Over the last two months Miki has 

been travelling through Turkey (Gallipoli), Greece (Crete) and Egypt visiting World 

War 1 and 2 war cemeteries as part of ANZAC commemorations.  Upon his return 

he was hospitalised with pneumonia and has only just been released. At the date of 

this memorandum, he is currently at Aotea paying his respects to his sister, Nancy, 

who died during his visit overseas.   

 
3. Miki is returning to Tāmaki tomorrow 9 June 2026.  Counsel respectfully submits 

that it is of the utmost importance that as the only named claimant with lived 

experience of fighting in Vietnam, Miki is given a chance to thoroughly review the 

specific closing submissions concerning Vietnam, which are due today at 5.00pm.   

For that reason, counsel respectfully requests a short extension until Wednesday 10 

June 2026 to file the claimant specific closing submissions.  Counsel respectfully 

submits that no prejudice will be caused should the extension be granted – and 

counsel sincerely thanks the Tribunal for the same. 

 

DATED at Tāmaki Makaurau this 8th day of June 2026             

                                               

                     

_____________     _____________ _____________ 

David Stone           Harry Clatworthy            Matthew Kennelly 

To: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal, Crown Law Office, and those on the 

notification list for the Wai 2500 Military Veteran’s Kaupapa Inquiry 



 




