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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed on behalf of Wai 3274, a claim by Nick 

Manu Pouwhare Tūpara for himself and on behalf of the Kerekere, Tūpara and 

Grant whānau. 

 

2. In memorandum-directions dated 4 June 2026, the Presiding Officer granted a 

blanket extension for claimant counsel to file specific closing submissions by 5 

pm, Monday 8 June 2026.1 The Presiding Officer also directed claimant counsel to 

file synopses of 10 pages or less for both generic and specific closing submissions 

by the same date.2 

 

3. Counsel file with this memorandum the Wai 3274 Stage 1 specific closing 

submissions and synopsis, both dated 9 June 2026. Counsel acknowledge that 

these documents are filed after the directed filing date. Counsel apologise for the 

delay and seek leave to file them out of time. 

 

4. The delay arose because further time was needed to obtain final instructions from 

the claimant and whānau. Counsel considered this necessary given the sensitive 

nature of the kōrero and the matters addressed in the Wai 3274 closing 

submissions. Counsel was also completing the synopsis for the social economic 

generic submissions. 

 

5. Counsel acknowledge the Presiding Officer’s direction that late submissions may 

be taken as read and heard on the papers.3 Counsel nevertheless respectfully seek 

leave to present the Wai 3274 specific closing submissions in person at hearing 

week nine, should the Tribunal consider that appropriate. 

 

6. Counsel understand that hearing time has already been allocated for Te Mata Law 

specific closing submissions. Counsel do not seek to disturb the hearing timetable 

and will abide the Tribunal’s decision as to whether the Wai 3274 submissions are 

heard orally or taken as read. 

 

 
1 Wai 2500 #2.6.51. 
2 Wai 2500, #2.6.51 at [10]. 
3 Wai 2500, #2.6.51 at [8]. 
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7. Counsel submit that little, if any, prejudice arises from the delay. The documents 

are filed one day after the directed filing date and ahead of hearing week nine 

 

DATED at Auckland on this 9th day of June 2026. 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

David Stone    Catherine Leauga            

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________    

Harry Clatworthy    Matthew Kennelly     

 

Counsel for the claimants  

 

To: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal and Crown Law Office, and those on the 

notification list for the Wai 2500 Military Veterans Kaupapa Inquiry  




