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TEENAA E TE ROOPUU WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI, 

1. This memorandum is filed on behalf of Te Whakakitenga o Waikato 

(Waikato) and the National Iwi Chairs Forum (NICF) in relation to the 

filing of closing submissions following the conclusion of Te Tinihanga 

o Ngā Mātāpono o te Tiriti – the Treaty Principles Reform Urgent Inquiry 

hearing on 3 June 2026. 

2. As the Tribunal is aware, counsel for Waikato and the NICF filed 

comprehensive written opening submissions (Wai 3565, 3.3.025) 

traversing the full scope of the Crown’s actions and decisions (as they 

were then known) in relation to the Treaty Reference Review process 

which culminated in Cabinet’s decisions on 23 February 2026.   

3. In addition, counsel assumed responsibility on behalf of the claimants 

and other interested parties for preparing and filing a detailed 

chronology to accompany the parties’ opening submissions (Wai 

3565, 3.3.008(c)). 

4. As a substantive aspect of the closing submissions to be filed on 

behalf of Waikato and the NICF, and having particular regard to the 

interests and role of the NICF, counsel have been preparing: 

(a) an updated chronology detailing all relevant Crown actions, 

documents and decisions, which has expanded significantly in 

view of the substantial number of additional documents now 

disclosed by the Crown; and 

(b) a series of schedules, with reference to each of the 19 

provisions within the scope of Cabinet’s decisions, which 

collates details of: 

(i) the current wording of each provision; 

(ii) a description of the provision’s role within the scheme 

of the Act; 

(iii) when the provision was enacted; 

(iv) the Agency and Minister responsible for the Act; 

(v) the category of proposed amendment; 

(vi) a summary of relevant aspects of the advice, analysis 
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and recommendations relating to the provision 

contained in Crown documents (briefing papers, 

officials’ advice and analysis, reports, and draft Cabinet 

Papers); 

(vii) relevant case law and commentary relating to the 

provision (where applicable); and 

(viii) relevant sections of claimant and interested party 

evidence relating to the provisions and the likely 

prejudice that would be caused by the proposed repeal 

or amendment of the provision. 

5. The ongoing disclosure of large numbers of highly relevant Crown 

documents over recent days (and as recently as 9.55pm last night) has 

significantly increased the volume of material to be reviewed and 

addressed in the course of preparing the closing submissions for 

Waikato and the NICF, including the substantive chronology and 

schedules referred to above. 

6. In the circumstances, despite the best efforts of counsel, it has simply 

not been possible to complete those closing submissions (and the 

chronology and schedules) within the timeframe directed by the 

Tribunal.  

7. Counsel respectfully seeks the Tribunal’s leave for a brief extension 

until midday , tomorrow, 11 June for the filing of closing submissions 

on behalf of Waikato and the NICF (which will include the updated 

chronology and substantive schedules referred to above). 

DATED this 10th day of June 2026 
 

 

J P Ferguson │ W I Gucake │ E E Young  

Counsel for Te Whakakitenga o Waikato and the National Iwi 

Chairs Forum 

 




