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Appendix A: Response of Professor Mutu to Tribunal Questions: 

Question 1: 

early and to do so on equal footing and with those of a similar status. You went 

on to explain that in practice, this has meant the Forum engages with the 

Prime Minister. Can you file a copy of the written agreement you are referring 

to? 

Answer: 

I wish to clarify that my reference to the written agreement and my responses 

regarding early engagement and equal footing including direct engagement 

with the Prime Minister were in response to questions put to me by my 

As requested, I attach 

is dated December 2023. 

The context of this Statement of Engagement is that Forum had noted that the 

nature of the engagement with the Crown across the Forum was variable and 

we needed to ensure consistency. The purpose of the agreement was to 

record what had been agreed between the Forum and the government on how 

the Forum and the Crown will engage. 

Question 2: 

You were asked a question around the amalgamation of sections 5 and 84(b) 

of the Crown Pastoral Land Act 1998, noting that Appendix A to the Cabinet 

paper (Wai 3565, #3.1.35(a), p. 14) states there is a proposal to note the 

matters in section 84(b) within section 5, and then repeal section 84(b), so in 

theory the Commissioner would have to take the same matters into account. 

You responded that in your supplementary brief (Wai 3565, #A31(a)) you 

withdrew her commentary on the Act. However, in said supplementary brief, 

not have the Crown Pastoral Lease status so far as I could ascertain. 

Wai 3565, #A31(b)
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Nevertheless, I maintain my views about the potential impacts the proposed 

to retract the entirety of your commentary on the Crown Pastoral Land Act 

1998 at paras. [42]-[46] of your first brief, or do you intend to amend it? 

Answer: 

I intended to amend paragraphs [42]  [46] of my Brief of Evidence dated 18 

May 2026 in accordance with the clarifying statements I made in my second 

brief of evidence dated 27 May 2026. 

DATED this 9th day of June 2026 

_________________________________________________ 
Professor Margaret Shirley Mutu 




