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Introduction 

1. This memorandum-directions: 

(a) informs parties of the new filing dates for five of the seven Tribunal-commissioned 
research reports; and  

(b) informs parties of the Tribunal’s intention to commission its eighth and final research 
report for this heke of the inquiry.  

Filing dates for research reports 

2. Last year I commissioned seven research reports for Te aronui o te tāhū, the criminal 
justice heke of Wai 3060, Te Rau o te Tika: the Justice System Kaupapa Inquiry.  

3. I have been informed that the researchers for five of the reports require more time to 
complete their reports and have therefore requested an extension.  

4. I grant leave for extensions to the current filing date. In the table below, I have provided 
the original and new filing dates for five of the seven reports.  

Report author and title Original filing 

date 

New filing date 

Dr Jonathan West, ‘Māori and the Police c.2000 to 

the present’ (Wai 3060, #2.3.5) 

19 July 2026 18 September 

2026 

Associate Professor Antje Deckert and Professor 

Valmaine Toki, ‘Māori and the Criminal Courts 

c.2000 to the present’ (Wai 3060, #2.3.3 and Wai 

3060, #2.3.12) 

28 August 

2026 

20 November 

2026 

Brittany Whiley and Caitlin Brenton-Rule, ‘Māori and 

the Youth Justice System c.2000 to the present’ (Wai 

3060, #2.3.7) 

 7 August 

2026 

16 October 2026 

Sarsha-Leigh Douglas, ‘Crown responses to 

recommendations for criminal justice sector reform 

since 1961’ (Wai 3060, #2.3.6) 

24 April 2026 28 September 

2026 

Michael Allen, ‘Origins and development of the 

criminal justice system in New Zealand and its 

relationship with Māori, 1840 to 1990s’ (Wai 3060, 

(Wai 3060, #2.3.4) 

1 May 2026 22 May 2026 
 

 

5. On the new filing dates indicated above, one copy of the final report must be submitted to 
the Registrar for filing in unbound form, together with indexed copies of any supporting 
documents and transcripts. An electronic copy of the report and supporting documentation 
should also be provided in PDF format. 
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Tribunal intention to commission final research report  

6. Parties may recall that the Tribunal’s research plan for this inquiry included eight reports 
(Wai 3060 #2.6.25(a)). We have commissioned seven. As I noted on 25 October 2024, 
the report on the ‘Intersection of the component parts of the criminal justice sector’, would 
be developed at a later date (Wai 3060, #2.6.32). 

7. The idea behind this was that the researcher would have the benefit of reviewing the other 
reports on the component parts of the system, particularly the reports on police, the 
criminal courts, and prison, bail and community-based sentences.  

8. I have now instructed the Research Services Team to begin work on this project, with the 
intention of the report being commissioned after June this year. The Research Services 
Team will circulate a project brief to parties for feedback, and I will provide an update 
following that process on who will be commissioned to undertake this report.   

 

 

 

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for Wai 3060, Te Rau 

o te Tika: the Justice System inquiry.  

He kupu ēnei nāku, otirā nā te Pae-Rukutātari nei. 

 

 

 

DATED at Tasman this 16th day of April 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judge Carrie Wainwright  

Presiding Officer 

WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

 

 

 




