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I, Dr Timoti Aperehama Te Moke, physician and independent candidate, of 

Māngere, say as follows: 

 

1. I am presenting my evidence before the Waitangi Tribunal on Tuesday 

9 June 2026 at Mataatua Marae, Māngere, at 2.30pm.  

 

2. I rely on the previous evidence I have filed, as follows: 

 

2.1. Wai 2608 #A1 and exhibits #A1(a), dated 19 February 2019; 

 

2.2. My memoir The Unlikely Doctor: From gang life and prison to becoming 

a doctor at 56 - the incredible story of Dr Timoti Te Moke.1 

 

3. In the legal aid mini-inquiry, I gave evidence (Wai 3060 #A12) but it only 

included a very brief kōrero about my claim (one paragraph).  I did not speak 

in the wānanga for Te Tūapapa o Te Tika Stage. 

 

4. My lawyer has informed me that the Tribunal does not want lots more 

documents to be filed, such as long briefs of evidence.  Therefore I am relying 

on those previous documents as well as a chronology I have prepared with my 

lawyer, annexed and marked A.  The chronology includes a table of my Police 

record from the ages of 14 to 21, which my lawyer has organised by broad type 

of offence.    

 

5. As a brief introduction to my kōrero, I would summarise my experiences with 

Police as the single most negative influence on the course of my life, and the 

reason why I qualified as a doctor at 56, rather than three decades earlier:   

 

5.1. There have been two key times where the course of my life has been 

interrupted by Police bias:   

 

5.1.1. From the ages of 14 to 21, Police had already made up their 

minds that I was a criminal, rather than a child who needed 

support, charging me with dozens of relatively low level offences 

until I went to prison for the first time at 16 on remand, where I was 

soon absorbed into a gang; 

 
1 (2025, Allen & Unwin) filed with the Tribunal and a copy served on the Crown in 

November 2025 



 

5.1.2. Almost 25 years later, Police again had already made up their 

minds that I was a criminal, even though I was at work giving 

medical support to a man with a long history of alcohol abuse, 

charging me with manslaughter. 

 

5.2. In 2023 my life was nearly interrupted by Police bias again.  I was in 

Wellington on a night out.  Police had stopped a man, to which I verbally 

objected.  A police officer pushed me, and when I pushed his arm away, I 

was arrested for assault, detained and given notice to attend Court.  I 

received a text that I would not have to attend, but I did not trust it, so I 

turned up to Court and asked for the paperwork.  Police refused to give it 

to me.  Annexed and marked B is a letter from my lawyer and bail notice, 

and annexed and marked C is the Police record of the event noting that 

there was insufficient evidence to charge me.  I have since been working 

with my lawyer to obtain more documentation and will file with the Tribunal 

if I am successful.  On the night that I was arrested, Police again had 

already made up their minds that I was a criminal.  I believe that when 

the Police reviewed the charge, the fact that I was a medical student, and 

had this claim in the Tribunal, was what protected me from further action 

from the Police.   

 

6. Tuesday 9 June will be my first opportunity to tell my story to the Tribunal after 

I first filed my claim ten years ago, in 2016.  I am looking forward to it.  

 

 

Dated this 5th day of June 2026 at Māngere: 

 

 

 

  

 

Dr Timoti Aperehama Te Moke  
Wai 2608 claimant 
 

 




