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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL: 

 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of Edwin Tuterangi 

Whiu, for himself and on behalf of his whanau, hapu and community 

and all Māori prisoners from Te Tai Tokerau Northland (“the Claimant”). 

 

Procedural history  

 

2. In Memorandum-Directions, Her Honour Judge Carrie Wainwright 

confirmed eight days of hearings to hear evidence from those in prison, 

for site visits, and visits to non-custodial programmes and initiatives in 

the community.1 The events planned for 8 to 12 June 2026, included 

hearing evidence from those in Northland Regional Corrections Facility 

(“NRCF”) at Ngawha.2  

 

3. Mr. Turoa Tanekaha is scheduled to present as a supporting witness for 

the Wai 2906 Claim on 12 June at NRCF. 

 

Wai 2906 

 

4. Counsel files with this Memorandum the Brief of Evidence of Mr. Turoa 

Tanekaha and an Application for a Confidentiality Order. Counsel seeks 

leave for the supporting witness to present his evidence confidentially. 

Counsel submits that the inclusion of the confidential witness will cause 

no prejudice to parties should the leave be granted.  

 

5. The Brief of Evidence of Mr. Tanekaha is unsigned. A signed Brief of 

Evidence will be filed shortly. Filing has been limited to the Waitangi 

Tribunal Registrar until such time as a decision on the confidentiality 

order has been made.  

 

 
1 Waitangi Tribunal, Memorandum-Directions of the Presiding Officer on ancillary investigation and 
reporting and forthcoming events in He Rau Korero Tara a-Whare (Wai 3060, 2.6.50) at 16. 
2 Waitangi Tribunal, Memorandum-Directions of the Presiding Officer on ancillary investigation and 
reporting and forthcoming events in He Rau Korero Tara a-Whare (Wai 3060, 2.6.50) at 18(b). 



6. Counsel apologies to the Tribunal for the late filing and for any 

inconvenience caused should the leave sought be granted.  

 

DATED at Kaikohe this 11th Day of June 2026 

 

                     

 _____________________                 _____________________ 

Daniel Watkins       Manawa Johnson  

Claimant Counsel      Claimant Counsel 
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