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 I TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI O WAITANGI 

IN THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

Wai 3060 

Wai 3147 

Wai 3149 

Wai 3532 

In the Matter of the Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975 

And  

In the Matter of Te Rau o Te Tika - the Justice System 

Inquiry (Wai 3060) 

And  

In the Matter of a claim by Rawiri Wereta, on behalf of 

himself, and his whānau, and his hapū 

(Wai 3147) 

And 

In the Matter of a claim by Damian Wereta, on behalf of 

himself, and his whānau, and his hapū 

(Wai 3149) 

And 

In the Matter of a claim by Taniela Waitokia, on behalf 

of himself, and his whānau, and his hapū 

(Wai 3532) 

MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FILING DOCUMENTS AHEAD OF HE RAU KŌRERO 
TARA Ā-WHARE EVENT AT AUCKLAND PRISON 

Dated 29 May 2026 

Mahony Horner Lawyers 

Counsel: Rox Soriano 

PO Box 24515  

Wellington 6142 
04 974 4036 
rox.soriano@mhlaw.co.nz 
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TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA 
MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of: 

a. Wai 3147, a claim by Rawiri Wereta, on behalf of himself, and his 

whānau, and his hapū; 

b. Wai 3149, a claim by Damian Wereta, on behalf of himself, and his 

whānau, and his hapū; and 

c. Wai 3532, a claim by Taniela Waitokia, on behalf of himself, and his 

whānau, and his hapū. 

(Claimants) 

2. In Memorandum-Directions dated 20 March 2026, her Honour Judge 

Wainwright directed that the Tribunal will hear from kaikōrero in Auckland 

Prison on 8 and 10 June 2026, with a site visit to take place at the Prisoners of 

Extreme Risk Unit (Unit) on 11 June 2026.1 

3. To assist the Claimants with their kōrero with the Tribunal at these events, 

Counsel seek leave to file a number of reports and news articles on the record 

of inquiry which provides context and background information about the Unit 

and its conditions, attached as “Appendix A” to this memorandum. 

4. The Claimants’ hope is that, by providing these documents, the Tribunal will 

be better informed about their circumstances in the Unit, and that the time 

allocated to their presentation can be used by the Tribunal to ask them 

questions about their living conditions and what has changed over time. 

Dated at Te-Whanganui-a-Tara this 29th day of May 2026 

 

_____________________________ 

R M A Soriano 

Counsel for the Claimants  

 

 
1 Wai 3060, #2.6.51. 




