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1 

TĒNĀ E TE TARAIPIUNARA 

1. This memorandum of counsel is filed for and on behalf of;

1.1 Wai 3503 – a claim by Ripeka Lessels and O’Sonia Hotereni for and 

on behalf of the kaimahi Māori of New Zealand Educational Institute 

(NZEI) Te Riu Roa (Wai 3503) (“the Claimants”). 

2. This Memorandum is filed in response to the request of the Registrar dated 30

June 2026, seeking clarification regarding how NZEI Te Riu Roa should be cited

in the second report of the Waitangi Tribunal for the Wai 3553 urgent inquiry

into the Education and Training Amendment Act.

CLARIFICATION OF CLAIMANT DESCRIPTION 

3. All applications or submissions in this inquiry have been filed by Ripeka Lessels

and O’Sonia Hotereni for and on behalf of the kaimahi Māori of NZEI.

4. The claim is supported by NZEI as the professional organisation and union

representing the interests of its members, including the kaimahi Māori on whose

behalf the claim is brought.

5. For the avoidance of doubt, counsel for the claimants confirms that for the

purposes of the Tribunal’s second report in Wai 3553, the claim should be cited

as:

5.1 a claim by Ripeka Lessels and O’Sonia Hotereni for and on behalf of

the kaimahi Māori of New Zealand Educational Institute (NZEI)

6. Counsel trusts this provides the clarification sought by the Registrar and the

Tribunal panel.

7. Should the Tribunal have any queries in respect of the above, counsel are

available to assist.

DATED at Rotorua this 30th day of June 2026 

Counsel for the Claimants 

Annette Sykes Jack Potaka Kalei Delamere-

Ririnui 

Rangipurei Manley 




