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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

PART ONE: OPENING: SETTING THE SCENE 

1. Tēnā e te Taraipunara 

2. These are the closing submissions of the claimant in Wai 2494, the Racism Claim, 

brought on behalf of Donna Awatere-Huata of Ngāti Porou, Ngāti Whakāue and 

Ngāti Hine, on behalf of herself and all Māori. 

3. Two questions frame everything that follows. 

a) What were Māori owed by a Crown that called upon them to fight and 

die in its service? 

b) And was that debt ever honoured? 

4. The evidence before this Tribunal answers both. Māori were owed equitable 

treatment, active protection, culturally grounded rehabilitation, and genuine 

recognition. What they received was systemic racism, institutional neglect, cultural 

suppression, and a remembrance that celebrated their sacrifice while obscuring 

their prejudice. 

5. We ask the Tribunal to hold those two things together throughout these 

submissions: the scale of what Māori gave, and the scale of what was withheld. 

The Witnesses Who Set This Scene 

6. We begin with two figures who, while their service predates the formal scope of 

this stage of the inquiry, are essential to understanding the pattern this Tribunal is 

being asked to recognise. 

7. Lieutenant-Colonel Arapeta Marukitepua Awatere. Twice Commanding Officer of 

the 28th Māori Battalion. Decorated with the DSO and the Military Cross. One of 

the finest military leaders this country has produced. His daughter, Donna Awatere-

Huata, is the claimant in these proceedings. She brought this claim because she 

watched her father carry the weight of what the Crown failed to give back, the 

recognition, the rehabilitation, the simple acknowledgement of what his generation 



had sacrificed. She is the first practising Māori psychologist in Aotearoa, and she 

understood, professionally and personally, what undiagnosed and untreated post-

traumatic stress disorder does to a man, to a family, to a generation. 

8. There is one moment that captures the whole. When the recommendation was made 

for a Victoria Cross in recognition of extraordinary Māori valour, it was 

downgraded. The reason conveyed was stark and unambiguous: they would never 

award a Victoria Cross to a living Māori. 

9. Her father carried that knowledge. She has carried it too. And it is the thread that 

runs through every submission that follows: a system that required Māori to prove 

their worth on the battlefield, while simultaneously ensuring that proof would never 

be sufficient. 

10. Ta Robert Nairn Gillies (Tā Bom) was the last surviving member of the 28th Māori 

Battalion. He passed away on 7 November 2024, aged ninety-nine. He attended the 

hearings of this inquiry in Te Arawa to support this claim. His evidence was direct 

and unsparing. 

11. He told this Tribunal: "The majority of our wounded never received a pension. 

We were given biscuit crumbs, that is all. We did not know we had to apply. 

None of our fullas knew." 

12. Tā Bom accepted his knighthood in 2022 not for himself, but for his mates. There 

are many soldiers, he said, who did more and who have never been recognised. 

13. There are now no living members of the 28th Māori Battalion. 

14. And there is also Sergeant Haane Manahi - recommended for the Victoria Cross by 

a field marshal and three generals for what Lieutenant-General Horrocks described 

as the most gallant feat of arms he witnessed in the course of the war. The 

recommendation was downgraded to a Distinguished Conduct Medal. No reason 

was recorded. Manahi died in 1986 without the recognition he had earned. 

15. We raise these men not to litigate World War Two before this Tribunal at this stage 

of the inquiry. We raise them because the pattern they represent, service freely 

given, recognition withheld, rehabilitation denied, and tikanga ignored,  is the exact 



same pattern this inquiry has documented across Korea, Southeast Asia, 

peacekeeping operations, and current Crown policy. The breach did not begin in 

1950. And it has not ended yet. 

16. These men are the foundation. Everything that follows is the structure built upon 

it. 

PART TWO: THE CONSTITUTIONAL ROOT OF EVERY BREACH 

17. Before we turn to the individual heads of breach, the Tribunal must understand 

what the claimant says is their common origin. 

18. The foundational breach of Te Tiriti was the establishment, from 1852 onwards, of 

a system of parliamentary and local government modelled entirely on British 

constitutional norms -- built without Māori, designed without Māori knowledge, 

and maintained without meaningful accountability to Māori. That exclusion was 

not incidental. It was structural. And every breach this Tribunal is asked to find 

flows from it. 

19. The claimant relies on the evidence of Dr Moana Jackson for the constitutional 

foundation of this submission. Dr Jackson traces what he calls discourses of 

conquest, the Doctrine of Discovery, the waste lands doctrine, the just war doctrine 

applied to indigenous peoples, as deliberate jurisprudential tools brought to 

Aotearoa as part of Britain's colonising legal baggage. He identifies the warrior 

race myth as a persistent colonial fiction with lasting damaging effects on Māori 

self-perception and on the recognition of Māori rights. And he establishes a point 

of central constitutional importance: because mana could not be ceded in tikanga -

- there is no word in te reo Māori for cede -- the authority of iwi and hapū to 

maintain peace and declare war was inalienable. The Crown's decisions to commit 

Māori to external conflicts were, on this analysis, a continuing exercise of power 

that the Crown does not, under Te Tiriti, possess. 

20. The claimant submits that tino rangatiratanga is not merely one Treaty principle 

among equals. It is the foundational principle upon which all remaining principles 

depend. Active protection, partnership, equity, mutual recognition, good 

government - none of these can operate in isolation from tino rangatiratanga. 



Without its restoration, they risk becoming performative: acknowledged in form, 

but not given effect in practice. 

21. With that constitutional frame in place, we turn to the specific heads of breach the 

evidence establishes. And we ask the Tribunal to understand them not as separate 

failures, but as expressions of a single, sustained failure to honour what Te Tiriti 

promised. 

PART THREE: MĀORI SERVICE WAS COLLECTIVE -- THE CROWN 

TREATED IT AS INDIVIDUAL 

22. The first breach runs through every other. The Crown never understood what Māori 

military service actually was. 

23. Te Ariki Derek Morehu gave evidence that Māori servicemen did not enter military 

service merely as individuals. They carried with them the identity, responsibilities, 

and expectations of their whānau, hapū, and iwi. Service was grounded in 

whakapapa, in tikanga, in collective obligation, and in the preservation of iwi and 

hapū mana. Military participation remained inseparable from marae leadership, 

cultural transmission, land stewardship, and the maintenance of collective 

wellbeing long after active service ended. 

24. This matters because when servicemen were killed, traumatised, or returned 

carrying severe physical and psychological injury, the resulting prejudice was 

experienced collectively, by whānau, hapū, and iwi, not by individuals alone. The 

loss of these men depleted leadership, cultural knowledge, te reo, and tribal 

continuity across generations. 

25. Yet the Crown designed every response - rehabilitation, recognition, compensation, 

post-service support, through individualised Western models that treated injury as 

personal and temporary rather than communal and intergenerational. 

26. That mismatch is not incidental. It is the product of constitutional arrangements 

that excluded Māori from the design of the very systems that were supposed to 

serve them. And it compounded every other harm the evidence documents. 



27. The claimant submits that the Crown's failure to understand and respond to the 

collective nature of Māori military service constitutes a foundational breach of the 

principles of tino rangatiratanga, active protection, and partnership - a breach from 

which all subsequent failures flow. 

PART FOUR: SYSTEMIC RACISM - THE CROWN FAILED TO PROTECT 

MĀORI FROM RACISM 

The Nature of the Racism 

28. The racism encountered by Māori servicemen and veterans was not a series of 

unfortunate episodes arising from the prejudices of particular individuals. It was 

the operational reality of a system built without Māori, governed without Māori, 

and maintained without meaningful accountability to Māori. 

29. Donna Awatere-Huata's evidence described racism as embedded throughout Crown 

institutions - in education, policing, health, media, and the military itself. Military 

structures did not generate racism in isolation. They reflected and reinforced the 

wider patterns of anti-Māori discrimination operating throughout New Zealand 

society. 

30. And she identified the mechanism with precision. Racial attitudes are not innate. 

They are learned, reinforced, and transmitted across generations through the 

institutions of the state: through curriculum, through the courts, through media, and 

through the military itself. The Crown did nothing to interrupt that transmission. It 

did not measure or monitor the racial attitudes of those in authority over Māori 

servicemen. It did not penalise discriminatory conduct. It did not redesign its 

institutions to ensure equitable outcomes. It allowed the system to operate as 

designed, and the system produced, with predictable consistency, the outcomes the 

evidence describes. 

The Evidence of Breach 

31. The evidence before this Tribunal is unambiguous. 

32. Lieutenant-Colonel Awatere's Victoria Cross recommendation was downgraded. 

He was told plainly that they would never award a Victoria Cross to a living Māori. 



Haane Manahi, recommended by a field marshal and three generals, had his 

Victoria Cross downgraded to a DCM without recorded reason. A Pākehā colonel 

was appointed over experienced Māori officers capable of command. Vietnam 

veterans were turned away from their local RSA. 

33. These were not aberrations. In the words of Donna Awatere-Huata herself: "Just 

being Māori is no guarantee to a Māori that you will get an unbiased, fair 

hearing." 

34. They were the consistent output of institutions that had never been required to treat 

Māori as equals, because no such requirement had been meaningfully imposed 

upon them. 

The Intergenerational Arc 

35. The intergenerational dimension of this failure is central to the claim. Mrs Awatere-

Huata traced the arc directly: from the racism and unrecognised trauma carried 

home from war, through the alcoholism, violence, and fractured whānau 

relationships of the post-war decades, to the mental health statistics, the suicide 

rates, and the entrenched disadvantage that have defined the lives of subsequent 

generations of Māori. 

36. This Tribunal has heard that arc in evidence from multiple witnesses across 

multiple hearings. It is not a theory. It is the documented experience of Māori 

communities across more than half a century. And the claimant submits that the 

Crown's continuing failure to address it remains inconsistent with the honour of the 

Crown and with its obligations under Te Tiriti. 

The Breach 

37. The claimant submits that the Crown breached Articles I, II, and III of Te Tiriti and 

the principles of tino rangatiratanga, active protection, equity, and good faith by 

failing to protect Māori servicemen and veterans from systemic racism within 

military and post-service institutions; by failing to provide substantive equality in 

treatment, recognition, and rehabilitation; and by maintaining systems of 



governance that excluded Māori from meaningful participation in the decisions that 

shaped their lives and the lives of their whānau across generations. 

PART FIVE: REHABILITATION - THE CROWN FAILED TO ADEQUATELY 

REHABILITATE MĀORI VETERANS AND THEIR WHĀNAU 

The Scope of the Failure 

38. Māori veterans suffered profound and enduring physical, psychological, spiritual, 

and cultural harm following military service. The Crown's rehabilitation systems 

repeatedly failed to respond in ways consistent with Māori understandings of 

healing, collective wellbeing, and whānau restoration. That failure was not merely 

administrative. It arose from the same institutional structures that produced 

systemic racism: structures that marginalised Māori knowledge systems and 

collective approaches to wellbeing. 

39. The ‘He Aha Tāku Oranga Hauora mō Āpōpō’ report, kaupapa Māori study by 

Hemana Waaka and Te Paraeroa a Tūmatauenga, examining the health of Māori 

veterans approximately fifty years after deployment, confirmed what claimant 

witnesses have described in personal terms throughout this inquiry. 

40. Māori veterans continued to experience hearing impairment, musculoskeletal 

injury, post-traumatic stress disorder, cancer, cardiovascular illness, diabetes, 

thyroid conditions, dementia, chronic skin disorders, and respiratory illness arising 

from military service. Many veterans remained uncertain whether their illnesses, 

and those of their descendants, were causally connected to military toxic exposure,  

because of the absence of meaningful Crown investigation and reliable healthcare 

guidance. 

The Systemic Barriers 

41. The report identified the barriers to healing with precision: stigma surrounding 

mental health; uninformed healthcare providers; no continuity with case managers; 

inadequate access to kanohi-ki-te-kanohi support; institutional distrust; 

information available only in English; claims processes requiring computer access 



that most veterans did not have; and no regional presence that would have allowed 

veterans to speak face to face with someone who understood their circumstances. 

42. These were not incidental failures. They were the predictable consequence of 

designing a rehabilitation system without consulting the people it was meant to 

serve, and without any meaningful regard for the realities of Māori veterans' lives, 

locations, or tikanga. 

The Human Evidence 

43. Richard Heather described veterans as having "returned home alive, but 

returned dead in some ways." Military trauma fundamentally altered the ability 

of many servicemen to reconnect with their whānau and civilian life. 

44. Georgina Iopata described her late husband Gilbert's recurring nightmares, 

emotional withdrawal, and unresolved psychological suffering that deeply affected 

the entire whānau for decades. A man the Crown sent to war and then abandoned 

to carry its consequences alone. 

45. And Donna Awatere-Huata connected this suffering to the intergenerational harm 

she witnessed across South Auckland in her clinical practice: men who came home 

broken in ways the Crown had no framework to recognise, whose suffering found 

expression in alcohol, in violence, in fractured relationships, in the gradual erosion 

of everything that had made their whānau strong. 

The Intergenerational Flow 

46. The harms did not die with the veterans. They moved through whakapapa. Through 

disrupted parenting and unresolved grief. Through the secondary trauma absorbed 

by children who grew up in households where war had never ended. Through the 

erosion of cultural knowledge, te reo, and rangatiratanga. 

47. A rehabilitation system worthy of Te Tiriti would have recognised that healing 

Māori veterans meant healing their whānau, their hapū, and in many cases their 

entire communities. The Crown provided none of that. 



The Breach 

48. The claimant submits that the Crown's failures in rehabilitation constitute a 

sustained breach of active protection, partnership, equity, and good faith - 

obligations that arose not at the point of discharge, but at the moment of enlistment, 

and that have continued unmet across the generations of whānau who are living 

with the consequences today. 

PART SIX: TOXIC EXPOSURE - THE CROWN FAILED TO RESPOND TO 

WHAKAPAPA HARM 

The Compulsion 

49. The evidence concerning toxic exposure raises some of the most serious issues 

before this Tribunal. What makes the Crown's conduct in this area particularly 

egregious is the combination of compulsion and concealment. 

50. John Treanor described how soldiers serving in Southeast Asia were required to 

apply Dibutyl phthalate (DBP) to the seams of their uniforms. Compliance was not 

voluntary. Non-application was visible on a soldier's clothing, and soldiers who did 

not apply it became vulnerable to Scrub Typhus, requiring airlift and sometimes 

surgery. At the time, no clinical research into the long-term effects of these 

chemicals had been completed. 

51. These men were ordered into harm's way. They were required to use substances 

whose risks had not been assessed. And when they and their descendants began to 

suffer, they were met with institutional disbelief and the closing of inquiry. 

52. Mr Treanor expressed his disappointment that the Royal Commission concluded 

there was no evidence New Zealand troops in Vietnam were exposed to Agent 

Orange. He disputed that finding. The claimant submits it exemplifies a broader 

pattern of the Crown placing the burden of proof on the very people it had placed 

in harm's way, people who had neither the resources nor the institutional standing 

to challenge those findings. 



The Intergenerational Evidence 

53. Both of Mr Treanor's sons now suffer from urological conditions he traces directly 

to his service. 

54. Hemana Waaka described his children growing up with asthma. Two daughters 

with early-onset eye conditions. A mokopuna with severe eczema since the age of 

nine. Two children diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder. He attributes these 

conditions to a skin condition contracted during his service in Malaya passing 

through the generations. He noted that the picture only became clear some twenty-

five years after his service, following specialist research. 

55. The 2022 hauora report documented recurring patterns across multiple Māori 

veteran whānau,  not isolated anecdotes, but consistent findings of genetic damage, 

miscarriage, congenital abnormalities, cancers, club feet, cleft palate, and 

respiratory conditions in descendants. The report expressly recommended a 

Crown-supported inquiry into genetic damage and intergenerational illness arising 

from toxic exposure. 

Whakapapa Harm 

56. The claimant submits that harm to whakapapa carries unique cultural significance 

within te ao Māori. The impacts of toxic exposure are not confined to individual 

veterans. They extend directly to tamariki, mokopuna, and future generations. Such 

harm strikes at the heart of Māori identity, continuity, mana, and collective 

wellbeing. 

57. The uncertainty deliberately prolonged by Crown inaction is itself a form of 

ongoing harm. The Crown knew, or ought to have known, of the risks associated 

with toxic exposure during overseas deployment. Its obligations included active 

investigation, long-term monitoring, epidemiological research, and culturally 

appropriate support. Instead, the evidence demonstrates a pattern of delay, 

minimisation, inadequate monitoring, and unduly narrow evidential thresholds 

before accepting causal relationships between exposure and illness. 



The Breach 

58. The claimant submits that the Crown's failure to proactively investigate and 

communicate the risks of toxic exposure, and its failure to maintain that obligation 

across the generations of descendants now living with those consequences, 

constitutes a continuing breach of Te Tiriti that has not yet been remedied. The 

intergenerational dimensions of this harm require a long-term Crown commitment 

to funded research, ongoing health monitoring, and a process of truth-telling that 

gives veterans and their families the answers they have been seeking for fifty years. 

PART SEVEN: TIKANGA MĀORI AND CULTURAL FAILURES - THE CROWN 

FAILED TO RECOGNISE AND PROTECT TIKANGA 

The Systemic Subordination of Tikanga 

59. The claimant submits that the evidence establishes not isolated oversights, but a 

systemic failure by the Crown to genuinely incorporate tikanga Māori within 

military and post-service frameworks. Tikanga was ignored where inconvenient. 

Marginalised within military hierarchies. Inadequately resourced or protected. And 

recognised only symbolically without substantive authority or institutional effect. 

60. This failure did not arise from ignorance alone. It arose from institutional structures 

built on the presumption of Māori inferiority - structures that treated tikanga as the 

world order of savages rather than as an authoritative system of law, obligation, 

and collective wellbeing. Until that presumption is confronted, the Crown will 

continue to fail. 

Tūpāpaku and Repatriation 

61. Te Kei Merito gave evidence that the return of tūpāpaku is not a logistical exercise. 

It is a matter of profound spiritual, cultural, and collective importance grounded in 

whakapapa, mana, and tikanga. Tikanga Māori requires culturally appropriate 

practices governing the recovery, transport, return, reception, mourning, and burial 

of tūpāpaku, to ensure the maintenance of whakapapa relationships and the 

restoration of spiritual balance. 



62. Yet military systems approached these matters through bureaucratic and military 

protocols that failed to meaningfully accommodate Māori cultural responsibilities. 

Where tikanga surrounding tūpāpaku is undermined, the resulting prejudice is 

collective and intergenerational. It affects spiritual wellbeing, mourning processes, 

and the continuity of tribal memory. 

The Linton Whare Tipuna 

63. The evidence also highlighted the neglect and dismantling of the whare tipuna 

formerly located at Linton Military Camp. Te Kei Merito and Hemana Waaka 

described the marae as a culturally significant place of belonging, remembrance, 

and tikanga for Māori servicemen and veterans. The dismantling and dispersal of 

that whare tipuna was, in the words of Te Kei Merito, the anti-thesis of the purpose 

and meaning of a marae. 

64. This exemplifies a broader Crown failure to protect Māori cultural institutions 

within military settings. The Crown will continue to fail in this regard until 

governance arrangements are established that reflect Te Tiriti and give effect to tino 

rangatiratanga in practice. 

Collective Obligation Used - Without Reciprocal Protection 

65. Donna Awatere-Huata explained that Māori Battalion servicemen returned to active 

duty despite injury because they were compelled by whānaungatanga, obligations 

owed to kin and comrades, not individual military considerations. The Crown relied 

upon Māori collective obligation to sustain its military effort. It then designed post, 

service systems that took no account of those obligations at all. It drew on the depth 

of Māori community bonds and gave nothing back in kind. 



PART EIGHT: RECOGNITION AND MEMORY - THE CROWN FAILED TO 

PROPERLY RECOGNISE MĀORI MILITARY CONTRIBUTION AND 

SACRIFICE 

Remembrance Without Truth Is Not Recognition 

66. The claimant submits that a Crown that commemorates sacrifice while obscuring 

prejudice cannot be said to have fully recognised Māori service. Remembrance 

without truth is incomplete recognition. 

67. Māori veterans were remembered ceremonially. But the racism, the neglect, the 

toxic exposure, the untreated trauma, and the cultural harm experienced by many 

Māori servicemen remained largely invisible within official narratives. That 

invisibility is itself a form of harm. It reinforced feelings of abandonment among 

veterans and their whānau. And it denied subsequent generations the full account 

of what their tupuna gave and what was withheld from them. 

The Structural Failure 

68. Dr Reuben Collier's evidence highlighted the disparity between the immense 

contribution of Māori servicemen and the comparatively limited recognition 

afforded through official military histories, memorialisation, and state honours 

systems. The relatively low number of prestigious honours awarded to Māori, 

including recipients of the Victoria Cross, illustrated structural failures to 

acknowledge Māori bravery, sacrifice, and leadership when compared with the 

extraordinary service rendered by units such as the 28th Māori Battalion. 

69. During oral evidence, Sir Douglas Kidd observed that this inquiry would be, in 

some way, incomplete without hearing Lieutenant-Colonel Awatere's story. The 

claimant submits that observation reflects a broader truth: meaningful recognition 

requires preservation of Māori military histories, including the prejudice and 

sacrifices too often omitted from official narratives. 

What Proper Recognition Requires 

70. The claimant submits that proper recognition requires: truthful historical 

accounting of Māori military experience; recognition of racism, cultural harm, and 



inequitable treatment; meaningful rehabilitation and long-term support for veterans 

and whānau; restoration of dignity, mana, and cultural continuity; and structural 

reform addressing the enduring consequences of Crown conduct. 

71. Recognition is not a ceremony. It is a reckoning. 

PART NINE: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS SOUGHT 

72. May it please the Tribunal, the claimant respectfully seeks the following findings 

and recommendations. 

A. Failure to Incorporate Tino Rangatiratanga into Founding Structures of Power 

73. The claimant seeks a finding that the Crown failed to give meaningful institutional 

effect to the guarantee of tino rangatiratanga affirmed under Te Tiriti o Waitangi, 

and instead established governance arrangements that excluded Māori from 

meaningful participation in the exercise of Crown power. The claimant says this 

foundational breach contributed directly to the development of military, 

rehabilitation, recognition, and veteran support systems that failed to adequately 

protect Māori rights, interests, wellbeing, and cultural authority. 

B. Systemic Racism and Inequitable Treatment 

74. The claimant seeks findings that the Crown failed to actively protect Māori 

servicemen and veterans from systemic racism, discrimination, and unequal 

treatment within military institutions and wider Crown systems - including 

inequities in promotion, leadership opportunities, discipline, recognition, 

rehabilitation, and post-service support. And that the Crown failed to ensure Māori 

servicemen received equitable treatment during and after military service, despite 

the disproportionate sacrifice and contribution made by Māori communities. 

C. Rehabilitation, Health, and Intergenerational Harm 

75. The claimant seeks findings that the Crown failed to provide adequate, culturally 

appropriate, and whānau-centred rehabilitation and support for Māori veterans 

experiencing enduring physical, psychological, spiritual, and cultural harm. That 

the Crown failed to adequately investigate, monitor, acknowledge, and respond to 



toxic exposure and associated intergenerational health impacts - including 

obligations arising from whakapapa harm. And that the Crown failed to recognise 

that the harms of military service extended beyond individual servicemen to 

whānau, hapū, iwi, and future generations. 

D. Tikanga Māori, Cultural Protection, and Rangatiratanga 

76. The claimant seeks findings that the Crown failed to actively protect tikanga Māori, 

whakapapa, and Māori systems of collective wellbeing within military service, 

repatriation processes, rehabilitation frameworks, commemoration, and post-

service support structures. And that the Crown failed to adequately recognise 

tikanga Māori as an authoritative framework, instead subordinating it to dominant 

Western military systems and administrative convenience. 

E. Recognition and Remembrance 

74. The claimant seeks findings that the Crown failed to adequately recognise the 

contribution, sacrifice, leadership, and experiences of Māori servicemen and 

veterans, including failures relating to military honours, memorialisation, historical 

recognition, and acknowledgment of racism, trauma, cultural harm, and inequitable 

treatment. 

Recommendations Sought 

75. The claimant respectfully seeks the following recommendations from this Tribunal. 

76. First: a recommendation requiring the Crown to honour Article I of Te Tiriti and 

begin the process of consultation and planning needed for its enactment - to address 

the origins of racism by extinguishing the ideas and behaviours that maintain it 

across the generations. 

77. Second: a formal Crown apology acknowledging the systemic racism, unequal 

treatment, cultural harm, toxic exposure, and intergenerational suffering 

experienced by Māori servicemen, veterans, and their whānau. 



78. Third: the development and long-term funding of kaupapa Māori rehabilitation 

frameworks addressing trauma, addiction, cultural reconnection, spiritual 

wellbeing, and whānau restoration. 

79. Fourth: Crown-funded long-term monitoring, specialist healthcare support, and 

research concerning descendants of veterans exposed to toxic environments during 

overseas deployment - including culturally appropriate healthcare services and 

dedicated support pathways. 

80. Fifth: substantial and sustained Crown investment in Māori-led veteran health and 

wellbeing services,  designed, governed, and delivered by Māori providers with 

expertise in kaupapa Māori approaches to healing. 

81. Sixth: strengthened and formalised tikanga-based protocols within military 

structures, including in relation to entering battle, treatment of tūpāpaku, 

repatriation processes, military mourning practices, whānau support, and cultural 

reintegration following deployment. 

82. Seventh: the restoration, protection, and appropriate resourcing of Māori military 

marae and associated cultural site, including those spaces dismantled and dispersed 

in a manner fundamentally inconsistent with tikanga Māori. 

83. Eighth: a comprehensive review of the recognition afforded to Māori servicemen 

and veterans, including disparities in military honours, memorialisation, and 

historical representation. 

84. And ninth: enduring Crown engagement with Māori veterans, their whānau, hapū, 

and iwi, consistent with Te Tiriti principles of partnership, active protection, and 

good faith. 

PART TEN: CONCLUSION 

85. The evidence before this Tribunal tells the same story again and again, across 

different wars, different decades, and different lives: men who gave everything and 

received back less than they deserved, and families and communities that bore the 

cost of a country's failure to honour what it owed them. 



86. Māori communities gave enormously in service to the Crown. Their servicemen 

entered military service not merely as individuals, but as carriers of whakapapa, 

tikanga, leadership, and collective responsibility to whānau, hapū, and iwi. The 

sacrifices of war were therefore borne not only by those who served, but by entire 

communities who carried the enduring consequences of loss, trauma, cultural 

disruption, and intergenerational harm. 

87. Apirana Ngata argued that more equal treatment would flow from Pākeha seeing 

that Māori were ready to lay down their lives in service of their country. He was 

wrong. Māori paid a heavy price. They were stripped of their mana, their tikanga, 

and their rangatiratanga, in service of the wealth, health, and wellbeing of Pākeha 

settlers and their descendants. 

88. The claimant respectfully submits that there is only one remedy that will honour 

the legacy of those who have given service through many wars, from South Africa, 

to the world wars, to the Vietnam, Korean, Bosnia and Antarctica wars, and to the 

present day. And that is the honouring of Te Tiriti and the building of a system of 

power-sharing and government based upon its agreement. 

89. Nothing less than the restoration of tino rangatiratanga and tikanga through a 

planned, principled, and sustained process will honour the legacy of those who 

served. The military context is one expression of a systemic failure that demands a 

systemic response. The Tribunal's findings and recommendations must engage with 

that foundational question, so that the descendants of the veterans whose evidence 

is before this Tribunal are not required to return to this forum to make the same 

case again. 

CLOSING 

90. In closing, counsel returns to the man at the heart of this claim. Donna Awatere-

Huata has told this Tribunal that her father carried his fallen comrades in memory 

all the rest of his life, composing laments for men who did not come home, 

preserving in verse what no official record thought to honour. 

 



92. These submissions are his daughter's answer to that burden. They are her attempt 

to ensure that what he carried alone is finally acknowledged, and that the generation 

of veterans who shared his experience receives the reckoning it has long been 

owed. 

Fallen Comrades 

The fields of Greece  

The heights of Crete  

He sounded their fire  

They bayonet charge  

Their fierce war cry still echo there this day 

From wastelands of the Libyan soil  

To Tunisia in the west  

They fought white, crosses testify 

Their mana lives for... 

Beneath those western skies they lie Comrades of yesterday,  

the blood of war My proud forebears,  

the flower of my race  

They sleep where none but warriors sleep  

Upon the battlefield 

Beneath the hand of Tu  

their Lord Beneath his martial grace  

Oh, sleep ye sons  

Of the long white cloud  

In death ye have excelled 

Triumphant against the foreman's threat to rights  

We have cherished long  

And in the blood that you have spilt  

In you shall arise  

The spirit of mankind  

The rich, the poor shall be one Christian throng. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



93. These submissions are filed in honour of all those who served, and of the whānau 

who have been waiting, ever since, for the recognition that was always owed. 

 

DATED at Rotorua this 26th day of June 2026 
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