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Introduction 

1. My full name is Andrew Charles Old. 

2. I am the Deputy Director-General of Health for the Public Health Agency and Mental 

Health Group. 

3. I have previously given evidence in the Climate Change Priority Inquiry to the Waitangi 

Tribunal on behalf of the Ministry of Health. 

4. I provide the following further evidence, which is informed by information and analysis 

prepared by Ministry of Health officials. 

Further evidence 

5. At paragraph 18 of Professor Alexandra Macmillan’s 10 March 2026 affidavit, it states: 

‘Further mention is made of the commissioning of a national climate change and health 

vulnerability assessment from Principal Economics. It is unclear whether any public 

health expertise has been involved in this assessment.’ 

6. While the nature of the public health expertise involved in the national climate change 

and health Vulnerability and Adaptation (V&A) assessment may be unclear externally, 

the Ministry of Health can assure Professor Alexandra Macmillan and the Tribunal that 

public health expertise has been involved at all stages of the project, from design, 

commissioning and governance. 

7. The Request for Proposal for the V&A assessment was published on the Government 

Electronic Tender Service on 24 October 2024 and closed on 18 November 2024, 

receiving eleven high-quality proposals. The Public Health Agency (PHA) oversaw the 

contracting process. 

8. An evaluation panel comprising senior PHA and Health New Zealand officials assessed 

the proposals and reached a consensus to recommend Principal Economics Limited as 
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the preferred vendor. The panel included expertise across public health, climate change, 

Pacific health and hauora Māori. 

9. Principal Economics was selected based on its relevant experience, including conducting 

analysis on emissions pathways, risk, and policy for the Climate Change Commission, 

New Zealand Transport Agency, Ministry of Transport, and Ministry for the Environment. 

The panel also noted Principal Economics’ proposal involved collaboration with leading 

experts in the fields of climate science, public health, and environmental economics.  

10. The evaluation panel, with some changes to membership, now operates as the internal 

steering group, providing ongoing oversight and subject matter expertise in climate 

change, public health, and modelling as the assessment progresses. 

 

Signed:  
 Dr Andrew Old 

Date: 05/06/2026 

 

 




